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PREFATORY NOTE 


The report which Mr. Egan has prepared as a result of his visit to West 
Africa is one that should be read not only with interest but with appreciation 
by all Canadian firms interested in export trade. It is not only descriptive, — 
alike in text and in illustration, of the exact type of articles in a wide variety 
of products that are in demand in the markets of West Africa, but it is 
written throughout with that careful attention to relevant detail character- 
istic of the work of this Trade Commissioner. It is gratifying to know that 
in these territories, which contain a population of 32,000,000—almost entirely 
native but of considerable purchasing power in the aggregate—the “indentors 
are strong for trade with Canada, not only in products which may be distine- 
tively North American in origin, but in any line in which Canada is competi- 
tive in price and may be depended on to make prompt and regular shipment.” 


The exports of Canadian merchandise to British colonies of West Africa 
are given in the tables published by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics as 
being valued at $666,576 for the fiscal year ending March 31, 1921; and the 
imports into Canada from these colonies for this period at $104,719. The 
export trade to these colonies is one which—given regular and adequate ship- 
ping facilities—should be capable of great expansion; and many of the raw 
materials of these colonies, at present received through indirect channels, 
might be obtained direct from West Africa. 


Canadian exporters interested in the West African market will be well 
advised to pay the closest attention to Mr. Egan’s remarks. He writes from 
personal knowledge, and has been at pains to ascertain the particular infor- 
mation that it is necessary for those to know who are determined in their 
efforts to prosecute a successful trade with the countries under review. 


H. R. POUSSETTE. 
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WEST AFRICA AND ITS OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
CANADIAN TRADE 


‘Cape Town, April 19, 1921.—In accordance with instructions received from the 
Department of Trade and Commerce, the writer undertook towards the end of 1920 
a mission of investigation into the possibilities for Canadian trade in the |British 
and French colonies of West Africa. The mission was projected in the late summer 
of 1919, and in that year a preliminary survey was made of the situation in England, 
in which country are located the head offices of the firms trading in West Africa, 
so far as the British colonies are concerned. 

In the interval, owing to the interest shown by ‘Canada in a possible direct trade 
with the West Coast, the several British Colonies were advised by the \Colonial ‘Office 
of the intended visit by a Canadian Trade Commissioner, and as a result two 
special reports were compiled, one by His Excellency Brigadier-General Guggisberg, 
‘the Governor of the Gold Coast, and the other by Mr. 'T. F. (Burrowes, at that time 
Comptroller of Customs in Nigeria. Both of these reports have been reviewed in 
Weekly Bulletin (Nos. 853 and 869) and were indeed useful in showing the pulse of 
both the official and trading community, and as exhibiting a wholehearted desire to ‘ 
build up a connection’ between ‘Canada and the West Coast. 

On account of the extreme turn in the tide of British West African trade, the 
interval that occurred between the projection of the mission and its actual accom- 
plishment has been to advantage, because any report, no matter how conservative in 
statement or how guarded and careful in its presentation of facts, on conditions as 
they existed in the year 1919 and early 1920, would of necessity have been misleading, 
as the crest in commodity prices was reached during that period; and although, due 
to the methods employed by most of the large buyers, the natives did not secure all 
the increase of price, the spending power of the country was such that it ‘will take 
years of endeavour in increased production to place anything like the same amount 
of money again in circulation. In many districts natives, who had never known 
money of any kind, had plenty in hand; barter in these districts was forgotten, and 
it would seem as if it would be difficult to restore it, as the producers (natives) now 
realize that much more can be secured over the counter with ready money than by 
barter. There remains, however, the fact that the native has tasted the value of 
money, either for the first time or in increased amount, and knowing what comfort 
and even luxury it has brought him, there will always be an incentive (more particu- 
larly when the prices he has to pay for his wants approximate to the price offered 
him for his products), to produce in quantity and quality so as to secure as much 
money as possible each season. 

There can be no doubt about the future prosperity of West Africa: first, because 
with the world in anything like normal working order,.the raw materials of the 
colonies are sure to be in constant and growing demand; and secondly, it is not 
difficult to visualize the bettered condition of the native, when at first hand one sees 
and realizes the endeavours made by the Governors and other officials of the several 
colonies to protect him and his interests in every way, and to prevent him from being 
utilized for the mere exploitation of the country and for the profit of the few. 

It is impossible to say too much in appreciation of the co-operation and up-to-date 
business methods shown by the Colonial Office in London, as regards the writer’s trip 
to the British colonies of West Africa. While in West Africa, every official was 
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courtesy itself; there was nothing asked for in the shape of information that was not 
supplied, or a suggestion made as to where it could be secured. The Commissioner 
enjoyed the hospitality of the Governor of each coloriy, and in every case ‘Their 
Excellencies, with their ‘Colonial Secretaries, helped enthusiastically in making a 
suecess of the visit. Thanks and appreciation are also due to the general managers 
of the railways in Sierra Leone, the Gold Coast, and Nigeria; the manager of the 
latter road, Mr. Bland, who is a Canadian, placed a special car at the writer’s disposal! 
for his trip up to Kano, which is seven hundred miles inland. 

Much of the comfort of the trip was also due to special arrangements made by 
Mr. David Jones, managing director of the Elder-Dempster Co., who had written 
to the agents of that company to arrange for the Commissioner’s accommodation 
while in their respective districts, and when one mentions that there are no hotels on 
the whole of the British West African Coast, it is not difficult to appreciate the value 
of this arrangement, even though the “open door” hospitality of the West African 
Coast is proverbial. 

Much might be written about the romance of trade and commerce in 'West Africa 
in the past and present, but the essentials in a report of this kind are the facts as 
regards the country, in so far as they may be interesting either from a Canadian 
export point of view, or from the pcint of.view of the import into (Canada, in a more 
direct way, of the raw materials of these colonies. And to these essentials the writer 
has scrupulously confined himself. 


POPULATION AND BUYING CAPACITY 


In addition to the four British Colonies a visit was paid to some of the French 
colonies. Taking in the territories visited from Dakar, in French Senegal, to ‘Duala, 
French ‘Cameroons, the total population is well over thirty-two millions, and every 
colony, ‘British and French, is said to be very much under-populated. In ‘quoting 
population, it is usual to estimate the buying capacity of the individual. This rule 
will not be followed in this report, as the buying capacity is usually according to the 
income, which, in tropical countries, varies from year to year. By income, of course, 
is meant the amount of produce gathered or harvested, and sold for export. ‘Although, 
as stated, no attempt will be made to show the buying capacity of the individual, 
one could not help being struck by the fact that the Gold Coast, with a population of 
about one and a half million, has a purchasing capacity of about one-half of that 
of Nigeria, with a population of over seventeen millions. 

As with some of the more civilized parts of the world, hygiene and conservation, 
as regards infant life, seem to be the only hope on the part of the interested depart- 
ments who have plans to expand and to build up the population. (Much of the work 
in view, in order to better conditions, had of necessity, with so many other things, to 
be delayed on account of the war and its after effects, but confidence is expressed that 
in the not too distant future the programme will be well in hand. 


THE COLONIES AND PROTECTORATES OF WEST AFRICA, FRENCH AND BRITISH 


The Colony and Protectorate of Nigeria includes the territory situated on the 
Bight of Benin, between Dahomey on the west and the Cameroons on the east. The 
approximate area is 375,700 square miles and the population at the end of 1919 was 
estimated at 17,500,000, including about 2,800 Europeans. 

The Gold Coast Colony and Protectorate stretches along the Gulf of Guinea 
between the French Colony of the Ivory Coast and Dahomey. The hinterland includes 
Ashanti and the Northern Territories. The area of the colony was added to by the 
inclusion of a strip of the former German territory of Togoland, amounting to about 
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one-third of the whole, which was ceded to (Great Britain under the mandate. The 
total area is 92,000 square miles, and it has a population of about one and a half 
millions, of which about 2,200 are Europeans. 

The Colony and Protectorate of ‘Sierra Leone, which is situated between French 
Guinea on the north and the Republic of Liberia on the east and southeast, has an 
area of 31,000 square miles, and.a population of about one and a half millions, 
including 1,600 Europeans. 

The 'Colony and Protectorate of the Gambia, situated at the mouth of the River 
Gambia, has an area of about 4,000 square miles, with a greatly fluctuating popula- 
tion, which is estimated at 155,000 permanents (Europeans about 150). 

Senegal, which is one of the colonies of French West Africa, extends along the 
coast from Cape ‘Blanco to the northern boundary of ‘Portuguese Guinea, exclusive 
of the British Colony and Protectorate of Gambia. The area is estimated at 74,000 
square miles, and has a population of 1,250,000, which includes over 5,000 Europeans. 

French Guinea, which les on the coast between Portuguese Guinea and the 
British Colony of Sierra Leone, has an area of 95,000 square miles and a population 
of 1,800,000, of which 1,400 are Europeans. 

The French Colony of the Ivory Coast, which les between Liberia and the British 
Gold Coast colony, and has common frontiers with French Guinea and the Upper- 
Senegal-Niger Colonies, has an area of 125,000 square miles and a population of 
about 1,400,000, with a ‘European population of about 1,000. 

Dahomey, which stretches from Nigeria on the east to the Gold Coast ‘!Colony 
on the west, and extends northwards to the French Military 'Territories, has an area 
of about 42,460 square miles and a population (1918) of 900,000, of which about 
500 are Europeans. 

The Upper-Senegal, including ‘French Soudan and Upper Niger, has an area 
inclusive of about 770,000 square miles and a population of 6,250,000, of which 1,100 
are Kuropeans. 

Mauretania has an area of 344,000 square miles and an estimated population of 
600,000. 

Leaving out Mauretania and French Niger, the total population under French 
rule is about 11,000,000. 


CURRENCY AND BANKING 


The currency throughout the four British Colonies of West Africa is in sterling, 
and while British currency is accepted everywhere, the money which is most accept- 
able is that of the ‘Currency Board, in connection with the West African banks, which 
are: the Colonial Bank, affiliated with the ‘Bank of Montreal in Canada, and the 
Bank of ‘British West Africa, which has some indirect connection with |\Canadian 
banks. 


METHODS OF PURCHASE 


Owing to the peculiar methods of purchase in West Africa, it will require a 
special effort on the part of Canadian firms to secure and hold a trade in that part 
of the world. It will also be necessary in many cases to duplicate their work as 
regards endeavour by catalogues, illustrations, price lists, labels, and (wherever pos- 
sible) samples. The reason for this duplication of effort is that almost every firm 
dasoing business in West Africa with whom Canadian exporters should do business have 
their parent houses in the United Kingdom or France, where all orders or indents 
are confirmed. ‘ 
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In each large centre in West Africa, more particularly in the coast towns, all 
old ecrntry firms have their distributing houses or coast headquarters for that 
particular district. These distributing houses hold the reserve stock for their several 
districts, and it is these coast headquarters which indent of their own requirements. 
These districts embrace anything from five sub-branch stores up to eighty or more. 
The indent placed by the general agent of the distributing house, or coast head- 
quarters, is never sent direct to the manufacturer or shipper; it is always despatched 
to the parent house either in the United Kingdom or France. The parent house, 
under normal conditions, will usually place the order as indented from the coast, 
but in nearly all cases they group their several coast headquarters indents, and the 
ee a buyers for the parent houses send out notices to several manufacturers 
or agents cf same asking for quotations. ‘These inquiries are not confined to the 
immediate vicinity of the parent house, but are sent to any centre pon which a 
favourable quotation may be expected. 

Although many United Kingdom firms oad their representatives to West Africa, 
these representatives never secure orders for direct execution; they are, of course, 
often advised by the chief agent of the indent placed with the parent firm, but no 
actual order is placed with them. ‘They (the travellers) are of course able to advise 
their firms about the indents placed, which are followed up by the manufacturer on 
receipt of the advice. This again is a duplication of work and cost, but it must 
be considered worth while, as one mects with a number of these representatives on 
the coast. 

The real value of representation on the coast lies in the fact that when a firm, 
or group of firms, is established, the representation may at first hand find out what 
competing lines are encroaching, or liable to encroach, on sales, and why; also, it 
helps the seller at the West African end to understand fully the merits of the lines 
offered, to hear complaints, and to straighten out difficulties of any kind. 

Before making any recommendations as to the best methods to follow in attempt- 
ing to secure a share of this trade in so far as Canadian manufacturers are con- 
cerned, it will be best to make a study of the class of goods found in the several dis- 
tricts of West Africa, the packing required, and, as near as possible, some estimate 
of the quantity imported and the prospects for increase of trade. 


Imports into West Africa 


As a great deal has been published about the general imports of West Africa, 
it will be best in this part of the report to cover only those lines which it is believed 
Canada can undoubtedly supply, or in which, with a little effort, there is at least a 
fighting chance of securing a share of the trade. For the purpose of obtaining a 
quicker understanding as regards any one article, or group of kindred lines, instead 
of arranging this review in alphabetical order of articles, it is submitted in groups. 


FLOUR 


The greatly increased wealth of West Africa during the year 1919, and the first 
half of 1920, was the prime factor in the increased demand for flour by the natives. 
There is no doubt that during times of prosperity the demand of the natives is for 
wheat bread, and as the future development and prosperity of West Africa as a whole 
is a matter of certainty, Canadian millers may take it that this is sure to be a very 
big market for flour. And for the successful export of flour to West Africa it is an 
absolute necessity to live up to standard of quality. 

The essential condition in production is a flour that will bake to RE i with 
“palm wine,” instead of yeast. With very few exceptions the bread sold throughout 
the country is baked by native “mammies,” and unless the flour is such that the 
bread will retain the “rise” after baking, there is little or no chance of a market. | 
Sierra Leone is the only district in the British West African colonies in which yeast 
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is used in fair quantity. Dakar, in the French colonies, also uses yeast. The essen- 
tial required is an extra dry flour, not too strong, which will stand up in the loaf and 
give a pure white bread. A sample of the flour used in West Africa has been sent 
to the Exhibits and Publicity Bureau of the Department of Trade and Commerce, 
Ottawa. 

Good packing is necessary in shipments to tropical countries. First, a good close- 
fitting barrel (196 pounds flour), with as many as ten hoops. The importer, in 
nearly every case, is willing to pay for the extra hooping. In addition to the best 
cooperage in barrel, great care must be exercised in the proper kind and method of 
paper lining in all barrels. In a few districts shipments from Canada made within 
the past twelve months have been commended on account of the good packing. 
Judging from the writer’s experience in other centres, there can be no doubt that in 
the past quite a fair quantity of the flour imported into West Africa as American 
is Canadian-made. 

Throughout Nigeria and the Gold Coast there is a big import of flour in 
hermetically sealed tins, weighing 7, 14, and 28 pounds. The big sale is in 7- and 
14-pound tins. While selling price quotations cannot be of any value, it may ‘be 
interesting to note that the 14-pound tin was selling at Lagos, late in January, 1920, 
at 11s. 6d. per tin. Most of the tin-pack imports are from the United Kingdom. 

Some importers at Dualla, in the Cameroon Protectorate, expressed the opinion 
that with special care in packing it may be possible to build up a big trade for 
deliveries in September, October, and November each year. The consensus of opinion 
along the coast is that it is unsafe to try it at all times of the year. 

_In addition to the possibilities for the development of a flour export trade in 
West Africa, it must be remembered that there is also a large tropical market further 
south than the French Cameroons, such as in the French and Belgian Congo, 
Portuguese coast and other territories. 


NIGERIA’S FLOUR IMPORT 


The import of flour into Nigeria in 1919 was 27,000 cwt. For the first eleven 
months of 1920 it totalled 26,905 cwt., which, on an average monthly basis of a little 
over 2,000 cwt., may fairly give an import for that year of 29,000 ewt. This makes 
an average annual import of 28,000 ewt. for Nigeria, and of this the port of Lagos 
absorbs over 24,000 ewt. Calabar and Port Harcourt are the next largest importers, 
but the quantities are small. 

For 1919, out of a total import of 27,000 ewt., the United States was credited 
with 19,740 ewt. and the United Kingdom with 6,722 ewt. 


GOLD COAST FLOUR IMPORT 


At the time of writing, the 1920 figures of import for the Gold Coast were not 
available, but in the statistics for 1918 and 1919 the greater buying power in this 
one line of foodstuffs of this thinly populated province, as against the almost eight 
times larger population of Nigeria, is clearly shown. In 1918 the one and a half 
million population of the Gold Coast colony imported 7,835 ewt. of flour, as against 
5,658 ewt. for Nigeria with its population of sixteen and_a half millions; and in 1919 
the total imports into the Gold Coast were 73,344 ewt. compared with 27,004 for 
Nigeria. Expansion of buying power will not come rapidly in Nigeria, but there is 
no doubt that in time the native of that colony will, per capita, be as large a con- 
sumer of flour as the native of the Gold Coast. 


% 


SIERRA LEONE 


The only figures available at the time of writing of the flour imports of Sierra 
Leone are for 1917 and 1918. <A careful average, after consultation with the principal 
firms, shows an annual average import from 1913 to 1918 of about 29,000 ewt., and 
up to 1917, of about 27,000 cwt. Of course, it must be remembered that Sierra 
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Leone is a naval station and a supply base for many ships. The colony and Protec- 
tozate of Sierra Leone is one, however, in which the natives in good numbers have 
acquired the wheat bread habit, and this colony may always be counted on as a sure 
aud growing market for flour. About. 95 per cent of all flour imports since 1913 are 
credited to the United States, and the balance is almost all from the United Kingdom. 

Attention is again drawn to the fact that in Sierra Leone yeast is used for 
almost all the bread making. Canadian flour stands high on this market, it may be 


because it answers to yeast more naturally than to the palm wine used lower down 
the Coast. 


GAMBIA’S IMPORTS OF FLOUR 

This colony increased its imports of flour from 7,091 ewt. in 1919, to 17,201 
ewt. in 1920. The average annual import previous to 1919 was 4,166 cwt. The 
imports from the United States in 1919 were 6,207 ewt. out of a total of 7,091 cwt., 
with only 796 cwt. from the United Kingdom. In 1920 the position changed, for out 
of an import of 17,201 cwt. the United Kingdom shipped 9,279 ewt. There is a 
certain import into this colony of French flour, of Marseilles manufacture, which is 
used by the natives of French Senegal who work in Gambia throughout the harvest 
season. Quite a number of these people migrated during the war to Gambia in order 
to avoid the danger of conscription by the French authorities. 

The statistics of trade in this article of import, as well as most others, will be 
shown later on in this report, when the French Colonies of West Africa are reported 
on as a separate group. 


BREAD AND BISCUITS 


The item under this heading, on which Canada should make a good showing in 
export to West Africa, is what is known as cabin bread, or the native biscuit. It is a 
plain, cheap biscuit, fairly thick, sold in two sizes, each of an oval and square shape. 
There are two qualities, one slightly sweetened, and one quite plain. There is also a 
fair trade with native users of cheap fancy biscuits, small sizes and patterned. 

On the better-grade biscuit of all kinds, the United Kingdom manufacturers hold 
the market. The supposed better grades from the United States have not been a 
success. There are two reasons for this: one is that they do not pack properly for 
the tropical climate of West Africa; the second is, that they do not manufacture to 
suit the climate. All better grades of biscuits must be in sealed tins. Many of the 
fancy and better-grade biscuits shipped to the West African market from the United 
States were packed in carton packets with a tin cover, and the cartons were shipped 
in light cases. The result was that many of the packages were crushed, and those 
that were not very soon became useless on account of the poor packing. Biscuits and. 
all tinned goods must be hermetically sealed. 

The cabin biscuits, the writer believes, should be made to advantage in Canada. 
for export, because it is a plain biscuit which is put up in a packing that should be 
produced cheaper in Canada than in any other part of the world manufacturing this. 
article for shipment abroad. This: also, of course, apples to a large extent to the 
paper wrapper or linings for the biscuit. barrel. 

The methods of packing vary; but the two most popular, or rather the two ir 
greater use, are small barrels weighing 75 pounds, and the square box pack containing: 
56 pounds. : 

In Nigeria there is a good demand for the barrel, or case, containing 112 pounds;. 
and there is some demand for barrels of 196 pounds. There is also a demand for 
this biscuit in 7 pound tins, 24 tins packed to the case. 

As regards fancy and better-grade biscuits, which come packed in the hermeti- 
cally sealed tins of 1 and % pounds, and sometimes 4 pounds, the general opinion ex- 
pressed was that there is only one English maker whose biscuits will keep indefinitely 
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—that is, on the shelf or in cases awaiting despatch up-country by road or river. The 
statement made generally is that all others deteriorate, even with the best of packing. 
It would seem as if the maker just. referred to had discovered a process which carries 
his biscuits through all the trying seasons of: a tropical country. It is impossible to 
tell the exact proportion of the cheap biscuit imported as compared with the better- 
grade goods used mostly by Europeans, but it may be taken for granted that the quan- 
tity of biscuits for the native trade is far in excess of the better grades. 


Nigeria.—The total import of biscuits into Nigeria for 1919 was 17,221 cwt., 
and for the eleven months of 1920, these had increased to 39,1382 ewt. The greater 
portion of these shipments is from the United Kingdom. In the French colonies, the 
Marseilles biscuit supplies the greater part of the market. The imports into Nigeria 
for 1919 were divided as follows:—9,151 ewt. to Lagos, 2,055 to Port Harcourt, 1,835 
to Opobo, and 1,518 ewt. to Calabar, with smaller quantities to the other ports. 


Gold Coast.—The total quantity of imports in biscuits to this colony in 1919 was. 
17,693 ewt. and was much above the average. Of this quantity the United Kingdom 
shipped 16,532 ewt. 


Sierra Leone—The imports into Sierra Leone average (1913 to 1918) about 4,700 
ewt. annually. As with the colonies lower down the coast, the United Kingdom holds 
the greater part of this trade. 


Gambia.— Quantities and values on biscuits are not shown in the Gambia returns. 
Inquiries, however, elicited the fact that the cabin bread is only imported in quantities 
in years of drought, or other difficult conditions. The better grades have a small but 
regular import each year. 


FISH IMPORTS. 


For a tropical country, bordered with a sea, the waters of which one would 
suppose would produce anything but good firm-eating fish, West Africa is certainly 
a surprise. At every centre along the coast, every day of the year, with the exception 
of Tuesday, one may buy from the native fisheries very good fish indeed. - (The 
Tuesday exception is due to a superstition on account of a disaster of some kind 
that once happened to a native fishing fleet on a Tuesday. On this account the 
natives cannot ‘be induced to spread their nets or take to the sea on that day.) 

While the catch is good along the coast, there is no method of preservation, and 
as a consequence, for general requirements, there is a big import. In the rivers 
at certain times of the year—the dry season—there is a fair quantity of fish smoked 
by the natives, which is sold in many districts. 

Many of the native tribes have acquired a taste for canned fish of several kinds, 
and when they have an extra bit of money, tinned salmon or sardines form a luxury 
of which they are fond. In such a period as the past two years, the native never 
questioned the cost, but under normal trading conditions, the packages must be of 
such a character that the price will suit his income. 

Almost all kinds of canned fish can find a market in West Africa; but for 
quantity export the packers and shippers must keep the natives in view. Salmon is 
undoubtedly the favourite. The best selling sizes are the 4-pound and 1-pound 
tall tins. On all canned fish, except sardines, the label goes a long way in making a 
popular seller with the natives. The labels should be clear and bright and should 
picture the fish, which should stand out distinctly on the label. There is a big sale of 
the better quality salmon to the natives in trade and in the professions, in the larger 
centres. Europeans purchase good quantities of the better class of salmon, also of 
canned herring and pilchard. Herring in 1 pound tall tins is a good seller in some 
districts. Salmon labels should always be red in colour, illustrating the fish, and the 
herrings sl ould have yellow labels, also picturing the fish. 
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Facts were submitted to the trade as regards the Canadian fisheries, and the 
opinion of all buyers who cater for the better class trade is that it is fairly sure that 
such packs as canned cod, chicken haddie, and others, would be ese up, not perhaps 
in large but ensuring a steady sale in fair quantities. 

The big-quantity sale in sardines is the white tin, no label or printing. The 
Portuguese are shipping a sardine of this kind, which is retailing in some coast towns 
in 4#-pound tins at 6d., and in other towns at 7d. There would seem to be no doubt 
about Canadian sardines finding a market in West Africa. As regards this, and 
other fish, it is a matter of submitting samples and prices. The native has a strong 
prejudice against cotton seed oil; to ensure big results some other oil must be used 
in canning—olive, or an oil similar in taste. 

There is a large import into West Africa of smoked, salted, and dried fish from 
the Canaries, Spain and Denmark. The bonto, also known as stock fish, is the big: 
seller to the natives. Information regarding Canadian cod aroused much interes. 
with some buyers, others stated that the cod would sell if packed as required and 
sold as cheaply as the bonto. Several firms had, in the past, tried codfish from Canada, 
but the price was too high. A Lagos firm, who indented fair trial lots last year, 
complained bitterly about this packing of dried haddock from Canada. The packing 
was extremely bad; the least attention to it would have made a difference of pounds of 
fish in the case, and shippers must ever keep in mind the difference there is in laid- 
down cost when goods are packed to save space. Careless work of this kind is a 
penalty imposed on Canadian shippers generally. 

The importation of wet salted fish, mackerel and herring, from Canada, has also 
been tried, but the fish did not keep as it should. There is a good demand for herrings 
in casks, wet salted. 

In importing dried fish, the packing required is in 100 or 112 pound bales, pressed. 
A coarse sacking of jute would be sufficient, but it is just possible that other packing 
offered by Canadian shippers would be as satisfactory, and as cheap. The latest 
price quoted by European firms for baled dried fish was 85s. per 112 pound bales. 
‘Smoked or dried Canadian salmon is being tried by one of the big firms, and if it 
ean be shipped regularly it should meet with success. Information was sought as 
regards the possible sale of a hard-smoked herring, such as is packed in Eastern 
Canada. Some were of the opinion that the packing seemed advantageous, but it. 
would be best to quote prices. It will all depend on how it will keep in tropical 
countries; but regularity of shipments throughout the year would overcome possible 
difficulties as regards “keeping quality.” 

The only British colony giving up-to-date statistics of fish imports is Nigeria; 
Sierra Leone also keeps a separate record, but her figures are not available for late: 
than 1918. 


_ Nigeria —In 1918, Nigeria’s total import: of fish was 1,773 ewt., of which the 
United Kingdom shipped 858 ewt., and the Spanish possessions 702 ewt. In 1919, 
the total imports were 7,727 ewt., 3,790 ewt. of which were from the United Kingdom 
and 3,909 from the Spanish eee ae The shares held by the principal ports were 
as follows: Port Harcourt, 2,055 ewt.; Lagos, 1,941 ewt.; Opobo, 1,835 ewt.; and Cala- 
bar, 1,513 ewt. For the eleve nmonths of last year (1920), Nigeria imported 53,254 
ewt., valued at £212,256. 

. ht the other colonies the fish imports are included Pench ate customs entry of 
“provisions.” There is just as good a market for fish in the other colonies—in fact, 
after careful study of stocks and of answers received on the question of fish imports, 
it may safely be said that in proportion the Gold Coast Colony is as big a purchaser 
as, Nigeria. 

AERATED WATERS 


Although there is some attempt at manufacturing aerated waters in several 
centres in West Africa, the output is limited. Under normal conditions there is a 
big import of such lines as lemonades, lemon squash, ginger ales, etc., for the native 
trade. When one considers the retail price in West Africa, and the cost of bottles 
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in Canada, it does not seem feasible to suggest an effort in this trade. But for the 
aerated waters, which are of special quality for mixing with whiskies, etc., there 
would seem to be a prospect for some Canadian springs. : 

The first point to consider is that there is no return of case or bottles. The 
packing must be exceptionally good, and each bottle must be protected by a special 
wrapper, either of strong or corrugated paper. The leading English and French 
brands are the waters that enter into competition in this market. The packing is 
usuaily in quarts, four dozen to a case, and pints, five dozen. There are no quart 
sizes imported in the ginger ales and other better-grade goods. 


Niageria—The average annual import into Nigeria for the past three years is over 
76,000 dozen bottles. The imports for the first eleven months of 1920 were 97,247 
dozen kottles valued at £44,268. 

Tt bas not been possible to secure the returns of quantity imports from the 
other British colonies. The imports are, however, very large, and for the other three 
eolonies will probably be about one-half to two-thirds those of Nigeria. 


ALE, BEER AND PORTER 


This is a line of import which is staple. Tropical conditions will not permit 
of these brews being shipped in casks or kegs: all the imports are therefore in bottles. 

Some importers prefer the following packing: 4 dozen quarts to a case and 5 
dozen pints, and others require 48 quarts and 72 dozen pints to each case. All bottles 
must be protected by a safety covering of some kind. Bottles and cases are never 
returned. One Canadian brand of lager is known on the Gold Coast and is so satis- 
factory that repeat orders have been placed. Holland, Belgium and France are 
selling some of the lighter brews, and Germany has again offered delivery. The 
English trade holds the market on the beers and porters. It would seem, however, 
as if competition will be very keen from the Continent, as the several countries 
mentioned are sending samples for trial and quoting c.1.f. prices. 


Nigeria=—The imports into Nigeria during 1918. and 1919 were below normal, 
averaging 127,000 gallons. For the eleven months of 1920, they totalled 189,144 
gallons. T'wo-thirds of the imports for 1918 and 1919- were from the United Kingdom 
and the greater part of the balance was from the:United States. On account of the 
peor quality now being shipped, and high prices as compared with Holland lagers, 
the United States exports will drop. 


Gold Coast—The Gold Coast imports in this line in 1918 and 1919 were much 
below normel. In the former: year these were 58,579 gallons, and in 1919 77,136 
galions. The 1920 figures are not yet available. Information secured from several 
sources indicates an average annual import of not less than” 125,000 gallons. 


Sierra Leone.—The imports into Sierra Leone average 31,000 gallons annually. 


Gambia.—For Gambia there are no returns showing quantity of imports; there 
is, however, a fair demand. 
BACON AND HAMS 


This is a line which is imported in two styles of packing, pieces and tinned. The 
latter is usually in 1-pound tins, the bacon or ham being sliced. In the piece ship- 
ments, the United Kingdom packing and quality is preferred. Some importers speak 
favourably of an American packing with gelatine, or some such substance, as a 
cover for the pieces. This covering is lined with salt next to the meat, and in a 
special way at the cut. The English packing is a layer, or coating, of salt, this being 
covered by cheese cloth, then a layer of oat shell with outside cover of fair quality 
hessian or good quality jute. 7 

- In bacon, the pieces vary from 8 to 12 pounds outside weight, and hams from 10 to 
15 pounds. Quotations are usually per hundredweight (112 pounds). 
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MEATS—ALL KINDS 4 
Preserved meats of all kinds are imported into West Africa. It is not possible to 
give the separate quantities because in some colonies the meats are shown under the 
neading of Meats,” and in others are included in “Tinned Provisions.” The imports 
in tinned goods include meats of all kinds, but the big import is in corned beef. The 
1-pound tin box is the big seller for the native trade, and of necessity it must be at a 
price. There are also imports in the 4-pound and 2-pound tins. Every other kind 
of tinned meat is sold. Exceptional care must be taken in packing and sealing the 
tin. Exporters of tinned provisions must keep ever before them that packing for 
tropical countries needs the greatest care. Considering the circumstances of their 
purchase, it is a great pleasure to report that some lines of Canadian meats are 
spoken of most favourably by the distributors in West Africa. 'These Canadian meats 
were purchased out of war stocks in Liverpool, and that they should stand up as they 
do for quality and packing in a tropical country of tropical countries, is surely a 
high testimonial for the ‘Canadian industry. The Australian pack of corn beef is in 
evidence in almost every centre and is commended highly. 'There is also a large sale 
for salted and dry and wet meats. Pork in pieces, pigs’ feet, head and tongue, wet 

salted, is in several sections of the Coast an important line of import. 


BAKING POWDER 


The United Kingdom brands of baking powder are the only sellers which were 
noticed in the warehouses or retail stores. Other brands have been tried from time 
to time, but they are never repeated in quantity. The import is all in tins, and the 
best selling size is the 4-pound tin, on account of climatic conditions. There is also 
an import of the 3-pound and 1-pound tins. 


BREAKFAST FOODS 


The best seller is oats in 2-pound tins. There is a fair import of brands from the 
United Kingdom, but the greater bulk is from the United States. None other than a 
perfectly air-tight tin will do for shipment to South Africa. The West African trade 
would be glad to make its imports of oats from Canada. The packing must be in tins 
of 1 and 2 pounds, 36 tins to the case. 


BUTTER 


Butter is always imported in tins of 4 and 1 pound weight. There are shipments 
from several countries, the largest being from Denmark. A sample of the Danish 
quality and packing is to be seen at the Exhibits and Publicity Bureau, Departmen: 
of Trade and 'Commerce, O'ttawa. With regular shipping services and cold storage 
space, there is a remote possibility of building up a small export trade for Canadian — 
butter in blocks, because there is a considerable development of cold storage accommoda- 
tion on the West African Coast. There are at present plants at Lagos, Port Harcourt 
and Calabar in Nigeria. 


CHEESE 


There is a big import of canned cheese in 3, 4, 1, 2 and 3 pound tins. The latter 
weight is a special cheese from Holland, the regular red-covered, reddish Dutch cheese, 
but always in air-tight tins. Cream cheese in jars, air-tight, is appreciated by Euro- 
peans in the principal centres. Canadian cream cheese found its way to West Africa 
for a long while, but is not now in evidence. 

Cold storage will in time permit of the import of cheddar cheese in packages of 
from 20 to 30 pounds. A few are now shipped from England, carried by special 
arrangements in the Royal Mail Steamship Line’s cold storage. These are, however, 
distributed the moment they arrive, their sale having been arranged before arrival. 
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CHOCOLATES, CONFECTIONERY, BOILED SWEETS 


In chocolates and boiled sweets of all kinds there is a big import, nearly all 
British; and there is some import of Belgian and French chocolates. Chocolates 
cannot ‘be shipped successfully to West Africa in any other way than in air-tight tins, 
and each chocolate wrapped in paper, silver or gold. The weights sold are 4, 4, 1 and 
2 pounds. The 4% pound and 1 pound are the best sellers. If Canadian manufac- 
turers familiar with the export conditions will arrange to pack in air-tight cans or 
tins, there is no doubt about their ability to secure a big share, if not most, of the 
West African trade, because their export chocolates are in quality and finish unques- 
tionably far ahead of any British or other lines sold on the West African Coast. 
On behalf of most of the brands on the West African market special claims are made 
as to their keeping qualities in the tropics. The Canadian chocolates which find their 
way to the Union of South Africa, and which pass through tropical conditions, while 
not always of the best quality made in Canada, are very much superior to the choco- 
lates made and shipped by other countries under the special claim that they keep well 
in the tropics. Cream bars in ordinary packing would not suit West African con- 
ditions. 

There is an import of plain cocoa and chocolate bars. These are packed in 
heavy silver paper, oil-proof paper, cardboard, and strong outside wrapper. There is 
considerably more wrapping than in the case of cocoa or chocolate. 

There is a big trade to be done in boiled sweets. The natives buy large quan- 
tities of the cheaper lines. The manufacture must be of such a character that the 
boiled sweet will have a consistency that will not turn to sugar. The sweets for the 
natives are imported in two styles of packing, tin boxes of 4 and 7 pounds, and large 
glass jars with 4 pounds of sweets. All jars should have a special oilproof paper 
sealed over the glass stopper. Peppermint is a favourite flavour. Acid drops of all 
kinds are sold. Boiled sweets of fairly large size in imitation of fruit, such as a 
ripe red apple, peaches or other fruits, should be branded with such names as, say, 
“Ashanti Plum.” -The arrangement for names could be made with the importing 
trade. There is a good sale to the European trade for the better grades of boiled 
sweets in small glass jars or tins; some are also imported in bottles with large neck; 
all must be airtight. These must be nice fruit flavours. Quite a few are of rice 
sugar. 


FRUITS, PRESERVED 


There is a very big import of preserved fruits of all kinds. With the exception 
of one special line, there is a general complaint that the packing in the United States 
is not suitable for West Africa. The writer has certainly seen hundreds of blown tins. 
It requires great care in packing to secure the correct results, but if a reputation 
is established for good packing, big business is assured. It is stated that the syrup 
must be in much lighter liquid than is customary in preserving fruits. There is a 
market for 1 and 2-pound tins. Every kind of fruit which Canadian packers have - 
for export would find a sale in West Africa. The continental packers of better-grade 
goods are the only successful people with apples. The preserved apple from any other 
source of supply does not keep very long. Whatever the trouble may be, if the tins 
do not blow, the fruit seems to crumble or divide as if it were cooked over-much. 
This does not apply to the peach, pear, or other fruits. 

- It has been suggested by several of the leading agents that, if Canadian packers 
are in a position to ship regularly and consistently, so that supplies may be depended 
on every year, and not when Canada is overstocked only, it would be a good plan. to 
send a sample case containing one can or package of each fruit packed for export, 
these to be charged for if sold. In addition, a full range.of labels as carried by the 
manufacturer. This, it is claimed, would be the best way to direct attention to 
Canada’s ability to export. preserved fruits properly packed to tropical countries. 

_ There i is some sale for the dried apple in air- -tight tin containers, .<s7— [iba descU 
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MILK, CONDENSED 


The imports of milk, condensed, both sweetened and unsweetened, are very 
large. There is some sale for the cream, and skimmed is also sold. Nearly all this 
is from the United States. The greater part of the milk imports are made through 
the medium of one company, but the countries of supply vary considerably from 
year to year. . 


SALT 


In the knowledge that certain interests in Canada have recently made inquiries 
about salt exports from regular sources of supply, with the object of studying their 
prospective chances as overseas shippers, the following facts as regards West Africa 
are submitted. 

There is some import of table salt in tins, but the large consignments are of 
coarse salt. Salt, as a matter of fact, in some districts of West Africa, is a medium 
of exchange—in other words, as good as money for the purchase of any article. 

The packing varies. Some districts insist on a plain white cotton bag, others 
on a twill bag, others insist on striped Hessian, and others on plain. The weight 
per bag varies considerably: 20-pound, 34-pound, 40-pound, 42-pound, 44-pound, 50- 
pound, 56-pound, and 90-pound. The last quotation per ton of 2,240 pounds was 76s. 
9d., bags charged extra. The latter point alone will always make a big difference, as 
the United Kingdom is able to quote very cheap on packing of this kind. The class 
of bag required is always stated when orders are placed. 


Nigeria.—This colony alone imported for the first eleven months of 1920, 1,002,371 
cewts., valued at £505,724. ‘Those for 1919 totalled 1,098,999 ewts., of which 395,000 
cwts. were shipped to Lagos, 174,000 to Forcades, 77,000 to Calabar, 40,000 to Opobo, 
49,000 to Port Harcourt, 84,000 cwts. to Warii, and smaller quantities to other ports. 
Almost the whole of Nigeria’s imports of salt are from the United Kingdom. 


Gold Coast——The total imports into the Gold Coast in 1919 were 137,876 cwts. 
The United Kingdom shipped 116,948 cwts., the United States 10,814 cwts., and 
France 4,692 ewts. 


Sierra Leone.—The average annual imports of salt into Sierra Leone are about 
6,000 tons, almost all from the United Kingdom. 
Gambia.—Figures of salt imports are not shown for Gambia. 


SAUCES, SOUPS, ETC. 


These lines are imported freely, mostly for the European residents. 


SOAPS 


There are several sources of demand on the West African Coast for the possible 
supply of soaps from Canada, both common and toilet. One of the leading manu- 
facturers of soap in the United Kingdom, whose interests in commercial affairs on 
the Coast are very great, controls most of the imports, but quite a few importers 
outside the sphere of influence of this corporation would be glad to hear from Cana- 
dian exporters who can compete and supply regularly. If competition in the common 
or laundry bar is impracticable, there is left a good market for toilet and cheap 
earbolic soaps. 

Nigeria’s imports of soap average annually about 65,000 ewts. For the first eleven 
months of 1920, these were 68,363 cwts., valued at £201,700. The great bulk of 
Nigeria’s imports of soap are from the United Kingdom. The shipments to the Gold 
Coast will average annually over 31,000 cwts., almost the whole of which is from the 
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United Kingdom. Those into Sierra Leone will average about 7,500 cwts. per annum, 
the bulk of which is from the United Kingdom. 

The figures for Gambia are not shown, but there is a good total which, added 
to the other territories, make it well worth looking after. 


SPIRITS 

There are several centres on the Coast which handle Canadian brands of whisky, 
One district in particular carries good stocks, importing regularly. ‘There is a large 
consumption of whisky and high-grade gin, some rum and brandy, and a fair amount 
of wines of all kinds. ‘What is known as “trade spirits” is a forbidden import in all 
four colonies. 

Scotch whisky is a very large import. The writer understands that for some time 
a considerable portion of Scotch whisky exported from the United Kingdom had a 
good proportion of rye whisky in its make-up. 

Nigeria imported 189,281 Imperial gallons of whisky in the first eleven months 
of 1920, of a value of £179,495, and for 1919 only 46,238 Imperial gallons were 
imported. Gold Coast imports of spirits, other than rum and gin, totalled 42,248 
gallons in 1919. In Sierra Leone the imports of whisky average annually aboui 
17,000 gallons, and of all spirits into Gambia about 12,000 gallons. As the United 
Kingdom’s share of this total is about 55 per cent, this may be considered the 
average annual whisky import. 

STARCH AND BLUE 


Starch and blue are in evidence on the shelves of all West African stores in 
districts in which there is any white population, and are used in a considerable way 
by natives in and around coast towns and inland business centres. The only 
lines in evidence were of United Kingdom origin. 


SUGAR 


Under normal conditions there is a good import of sugar into West Africa. In 
many districts the big sale is on lump sugar, but there is a demand for the soft in 
browns and whites. 

The packing for barrel sugar is best at 112 pounds, and good paper lining is 
essential. Cubes (white) were accepted during the war in barrels; now they are 
wanted in cases or cartons. A favourite packing of lump sugar for inland points is 
in tins of 4, 5, 6 and 7 pounds. Another favourite packing in both the cube and flat 
tablet is in 1-pound cartons, blue wrapper, white printing, and white wrappers with 
blue printing. These are packed 112 cartons to the case, tin-lined; also the same 
packing in extra strong case, not tin-lined, but all cases wired and clipped. Yet 
another packing which was used extensively pre-war, was 10 or 12 pound cartons in a 
box, 4 boxes strapped in flat iron or heavy wire strapping. 

For the Arab trade inland, there is a good sale of white sugar in cones. This 
is usually shipped from Belgium. The cones vary in size; the best seller is about 
14 inches high and about 6 inches circumference at base. These cones are shipped in. 
barrels. The cones are wrapped in grease-proof paper next to the sugar, with an 
outside wrapper of plain blue paper. . 

Nigerian imports in the first eleven months of 1920, were 23,117 ewts. The Gold 
Coast imported 21,763 ewts. in 1919. Sierra Leone averages annually about 9,000 
ewts. Gambia imported 12,534 cwts. in 1920, of which the United Kingdom shipped 
1,348 ewts., United States 4,291 ewts., France 3,334 ewts., Brazil 1,768 cwts., and 
Oar ae Possessions 1,124 ewts. 

SYRUP 


Golden syrup is a very large import, and is in evidence as an article of sale, both 
inland and at the coast. Some dealers express the opinion that only the syrup from 
cane will keep to advantage on the Coast. 
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VEGETABLES 


Tinned, or preserved, vegetables find a big market in West Africa. A very limited 
number of dealers have been supplied with one brand of Canadian vegetables, which 
has turned out very satisfactory both in quality and packing. Particular attention 
should be paid to labels. Sample shipments of one case assorted, as with fruits, will 
surely bring good results to any packer prepared for regular shipment. Except cab- 
bage and cauliflower, all vegetables properly tinned will find a market, but more par- 
ticularly green peas, beans, carrots, onions, beets, parsnips, etc. 

The packing should be 100 tins to a ease, of either 4 or 1-pound tins. There 
is some sale for the 2 pound tin, but it is not large. Shippers of: canned goods should 
remember the weight contained in a case, and that cases shipped overseas receive a 
great deal of rough handling. After they have been despatched from the plant to the 
seaboard, and have been carried thousands of miles, at the other end they are dumped 
on deck, then dumped into lighters, from lighter to the shore another dumping, then 
thrown into a wagon or carried as a head load by native to the customer’s shed, where 
they are usually dropped to the floor. From there, when cleared from the customs, 
there are at least two more rough handlings before they are placed in the warehouse. 
The cases should be strong. Build up a reputation for good packing of the parcel, 
clear labels, and strong cases which keep the contents in good condition and repeat 
orders may be depended on. 


VERMICELLI AND MACARONI 


Vermicelli and macaroni are sold in the larger centres in fair quantity. They 
must be packed in air tight tins. No other parcel will do. With the exception of 
flour in bulk, and sugar, almost all foodstuffs for tropical countries must be preserved 
in tin or glass containers; the preparation must be standard, and all packages positively 
air-tight. All tropical countries require large quantities of foodstuffs, and Canada 
with its immense production should certainly share in the imports of West Africa 
and other tropical countries. 


IMPORTS OF METAL MANUFACTURES 


The imports of metal manufactures as regards general trading in West Africa 
are limited in range, and often in quantity. There are, however, several articles of 
import in large quantities, and on most of these Canada has established a good repu- 
tation in other export fields. As regards quantity imports, it is impossible to give 
data; but the fact that large quantities are brought in can be best judged by the fact 
that the import is usually an article in everyday use by the native. 

Samples of the leading hardware and tool lines used in West Africa are on view 
at the Exhibits and Publicity Bureau of the Department of Trade and Commerce, 
Ottawa, and illustrations will ‘be submitted showing the kind of article most in use. 

It is in the consideration of such lines as hardware and tools that one realizes 
the peculiarity of the native mind. If his tribe, or his father, has been in the habit 
of using a certain pattern, it is almost impossible to induce him to buy any other 
article. If; on the other hand, some pecularity about an article strikes him as being 
either the correct thing, or a “Ju Ju” against its being used in any other way than 
the right one, then that article is a permanency on the market with a constant increase 
in sale. 

No agricultural machinery is in use from one end of the Coast to the other, 
except an odd piece by some government department. The hoe and matchet are in 
universal use. It is the earnest hope of officials in charge of government departments 
that in time the value of ploughing, harvesting, etc., will be recognized by the chiefs 
or-wealthy natives—professional or business men—who would take a lead, and encour- 
age the use of agricultural machinery by the small landowners among the natives... . 
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Sawmill equipment seems to be the only industrial machinery which will make 
any headway in quantity of import, excepting, of course, requirements in machines 
and machinery for the railway shops and public works departments of the severa! 
governments. 


ENAMELWARE 


Enamelware is an article of import which is used in a much more general way 
than any one not familar with West Africa would or could suppose. Pre-war on 
account of price Germany held this trade, and recently exporters in that country have 
been offering in quantity cif. West African Coast. Their recent quotations are some- 
what lower than stocks in hand, which are very heavy, but they are not nearly as low 
as their pre-war prices. 

Some lines of Canadian enamelware purchased in London at an exhibition there 
last year were in evidence at certain centres on the Coast. This Canadian ware is 
appreciated for its quality and finish, and for a while sold freely, and should figure 
largely in any real effort for trade connection with West Africa. Again we have an 
article of every-day use which brings out the pecularity of the native demand. 

Throughout Nigeria, with the exception of Calabar and the Cameroon districts, 
there is a demand for enamelware which, with the exception of a border of blue on the 
edge of the article about three-eighths of an inch inside and outside, is all white. 
There is some sale for a self-brown, blue or green outside, but inside must be white. 
In a few districts the granite finish, under normal conditions of supply, commands 
a fair trade. It must always be remembered that the white will be the big seller 
in Nigeria. The demands and requirements on the Gold Coast are somewhat 
the same as for Nigeria. In Sierra Leone and Gambia, while there is a demand for the 

all-white with the blue border, it is not insistent. The natives will buy any colour; 
' the clear light gray is a very popular seller. 

There is very little frying done by the natives for personal use. Cooking utensils 
in enamelware are for steaming and boiling. In some districts tin covers are accept- 
able in limited quantities; but the demand is for the enamel cover. Basins, from the 
amallest up to the extra large, are imported. The larger basins are used as the holder 
for head-carrying by the native, and of course for general use at other times. The 
chamber pot is of more general use than any other article; it is sold in a variety of 
sizes and used in a variety of ways. ‘Soup plates are used much more extensively than 
other plates. Steam pans, sauce-pans, pudding bowls, mugs, kettles and teapots are 
imported in big quantities. In another section of this report some of the patterns 
used are illustrated. 

In 1918 and 1919, the imports of enamelware were about evenly divided between 
the United Kingdom and the United States. Those into Nigeria in 1919 were to a 
value of £34,011, and for the first eleven months of 1920, of £123,640. 

The success of the German exporter of enamelware is not due altogether to his 
cheaper prices, if very inferior quality. A great part of his success is owing to the 
fact that he is a packer for export, has reserves ready for shipment the minute the 
order is received, and that his invoices indicate clearly the contents of each case. All 
these conditions are a high factor in the placing of business. The buyers naturally 
follow the line of least resistance,—or in other words, when thinking of indenting for 
any given line they will first consider the manufacturer whose methods facilitate 
handling and despatch on receipt of goods. 


LANTERNS 


Lanterns form an article of Canadian export which should find a very big market 
on the West African Coast. The use of storm lanterns is almost universal by natives. 
Canada has already exported a lantern which is almost identical with the American-: 
made lantern used in West Africa. Although the country is overstocked with almost 
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all imported lines for the immediate present, there were many warehouses clamant for 
lantern shipments, but advices to hand at end of February and the beginning of March 
indicated some deliveries from Canada and big deliveries from the United States. 

The names of Canadian manufacturers have been submitted to importing houses, 
and inquiries should be received from several districts on the West. African coast, 
or the parent houses in England or France. Manufacturers quoting should also 
offer separately for extra globes, which are usually packed in strong barrels. Some idea 
may be formed of the quantity used when it is known that only one large company 
on the Coast has an average of 2,200 dozen always on order. 

There is also a demand for metal wall lamps and table lamps, and for hanging 
kerosene lamps. Any manufacturer offering a lamp which will not blow out on 
account of extra strong breezes springing up suddenly, is assured of a big sale. There 
is a fairly good sale for an acetylene lamp. Several styles of lamps used on the 
West Coast will be found illustrated on page 64 of this report. 


TINWARE 


There is a large import of tin dishes and basins. The basins are of standard 
sizes and used as measures for trading purposes by the natives. They are imported 
in several sizes, 6-inch, 9-inch, 12-inch, 18-inch and 20-inch in ‘circumference; the 
9-inch and 12-inch sizes are big sellers. A fine mesh sieve 34-inch is sold in quantity, 
wood sides; these come nested in several sizes. There is a large sale of a metal hatbox, 
with lock and hasp hoops, Japanned finish. These are shipped nested, sometimes 
three sizes, and sometimes six sizes, the smallest size being 10-inch diameter, 11-inch 
depth. 


BEDSTEADS AND MATTRESSES 


Tron bedsteads are imported with wire mattresses attached in single and double 
beds, which are bought in fairly good quantities. The possibilities, according to 
all agents of retail houses in West Africa, are really very big, as they find an increasing 
demand by the natives. This means a potential market of a very large kind. The 
United Kingdom has always held the trade for both the general import trade and 
government supply, which some years is larger than that of the general trader. 

There are certain peculiarities about iron or brass beds in West Africa, which 
are mentioned with illustrations shown on pages 64-65 of this report. 


HARDWARE, IMPLEMENTS AND TOOLS 


The first articles for review under the heading of hardware, implements and 
tools, are axes and hatchets. ‘There is a big import of axes with handles; these are 
used principally for felling hard woods, such as mahogany. A good axe is in demand. 
The weights vary from a 4-pound axe to a 7-pound. There are a greater number of 
7-pound axes used on the Gold Coast than in Nigeria, where the 4-pound axe is 
favoured. There is not a big demand in Sierra Leone or Gambia, although there is 
some import of the 4-pound axes. 

There is a good sale by the traders of a hatchet with nail ratchet and hammer 
head. The ordinary hatchet is also imported in large quantities and used in many 
districts for palm kernel cutting. The ratchet and plain hatchet are usually imported 
with the straight handle. The weight most in use for palm kernel cutting is ? and 
1 pound weight; this hatchet is more of an axe in shape. 


Hammers.—There is a fair demand for carpenters’ hammers of all kinds. The 
mining districts use the 4-pound mining hammer more than any other weight. There 
is also an import of 8, 10 and 16-pound mining hammers. Illustrations of the type 
used will-be found on page 64 of this report. 
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Bolts and Nuts.—The bolts and nuts in use are all British pattern and thread. 
For general trading purposes, the %-inch and 4-inch, up to 6-inch length, are the 
sellers. For the mines, the 4 by 24-inch and ? by 23-inch are the sizes used in 
quantity. Ten to twelve tons of each size is the outside quantity used annually by 
one of the most active mines in Tarquah Gold Coast. 


Bolts, Draw Bar—Bolts for doors and windows are sold in large quantity. The 
biggest sale is for the black japanned iron bolt. There is a good sale for the galvanized 
(finished bolt. All sizes are sold, and there is some sale in brass up to 6 inches. 


Coopers’ Tools——This is one of the very large imports into West Africa. Nigeria 
imports more in proportion than any other colony on the coast, the shipments for 
1920 being valued at over £873,000. The requirements under this head include, of 
course, the staves, but in tools there are such articles as coopers’ hammers, all weights 
up to 5, 6, and 7 pounds, which are the best sellers. Then there are rivets, scribes, 
drivers, beck iron, hoop iron, shooks, staves, bung borers and coopers’ compasses. 


Cutlery.—There is a fair import of cutlery. For table use the greater portion is 
of a cheap nature. Some of the warehouses stock a patent razor, made in Canada, 
but which is also shipped from the American plant. The Canadian-made blade has 
the reputation of being a much superior article. The bulk of the import in table 
cutlery is from the United Kingdom, the United States share being about 10 per cent. 
Pre-war German table cutlery, and cheap pocket knives found a good market in 


West Africa. 


Chains.—Chains are not in general use, except in certain districts, where they 
are used in connection with river transport. Nigeria, Sierra Leone and Gambia are 
the markets for canoe chains, and the heavier chains for lighters, tugs and river 
steamers of all sizes. The canoe chain is usually an oblong link and varies in lengths 
as follows: 10 feet, 12 feet, 15 feet and 20 feet long. It is always shipped packed 
in casks. 


Carpenters’ Tools—There is a large and growing import of carpenters’ tools, the 
greater proportion of which is used by native carpenters. The demand is for a 
reliable medium-priced tool. For some native tradesmen there is an import of high- 
class goods; these are also used by government departments, including railways, and 
by the mining companies. 


Cross-cut saws.—There is a very good import of cross-cut saws, most of which 
are used in cutting down mahogany. A good bending steel is essential. The sizes 
stocked throughout the country are in 7-foot and 8-foot lengths. 


Files, Rasps, etc.—Large consignments of. files are sent to every centre on the 
Coast. All kinds are imported and all sizes. For the mines, the principal demand 
is in triangular files. There is some import of a file well known in Canada, but not 
from the Canadian plant. If quotations were submitted from the Canadian plant, 
or any Canadian concern competing, a good trade could easily be established. 


Flat Irons—There is a really big import of flat irons right through the Coast. 
All sizes, up to 7-pound weight, are in evidence. There is also, in some sections, a 
demand for a fuel iron wnich will carry coal or charcoal in a case above the iron. 


Guns.—There does not seem much hope of any export of guns in the ordinary 
way from Canada. There are good quantities imported of the only gun allowed the 
native in West Africa. It is a cheap article which would not be hard to put together. 
It is known as the “ Long Dane,” and has a flint lock, flashpan, ordinary gun stock, 
and a barrel not unlike a piece of gas pipe. The full length of the gun is 5 feet 6 
inches. 
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Garden Rakes and Tools——There are very limited shipments of these tools to 
West Africa, and the trade is hardly worth an effort, unless in connection with some 
other line. 


Hoe, Matchet, and Adze.—The first two lines, the hoe and matchet, form the big 
tool and implement imports of West Africa; and adzes are also brought in. For 
years, and even now, although not in the same quantity, these tools were native-made. 
Through the kindness of His Excellency Sir Hugh Clifford, the Governor of Nigeria, 
samples of the native-made hoe have been sent to the Exhibits and Publicity Bureau 
of the Department of Trade and Commerce, Ottawa. Any Canadian manufacturer 
who can submit samples along the lines of the pattern to be seen in Ottawa, at a 
reasonable price, is assured of a trade running into thousands and thousands each 
year. The patterns vary according to locality, but the quantities are always worth 
while. 

The matchet is another agricultural tool, or implement, for which there is a very 
large market. Before the war, Germany was laying down a matchet at a cost of about 
34d. During the war this tool ran up to such a price in supply from the United 
States that the native in many districts, not being able to purchase, was forced to 
make the best tool he could from old hoop iron. The adze is a very big seller inland on 
the Gold Coast, and is sold in many parts. 


Illustrations of the above lines will be found on page 67 of this report. 


These three lines—hoes, matchets, and adzes—run into large quantities, and it 
would seem from past experience with some progressive Canadian manufacturers a3 
if Canada could secure a very big share of the trade which pre-war was German, and 
which is now held by the United Kingdom and the United States. 


Hinges, Butt and T-shape.—In all these lines there is a fairly good import in 
both brass and iron. The T-hinge is brought in largely in galvanized finish, with 
some in japanned, and a good import of the plain iron. 


Hasps.—There is a good import of hasps at every centre. Plain iron shipments 
are fair, galvanized finish is good, and the black japanned finish is also a good seller 
in all sizes up to 8-inch. Illustrations and other data are submitted on page 68 
of this report. 


Kettles—In addition to the enamelled kettles already referred to, there is a 
fair import of tin and brass kettles. There is also a big import of cast-iron kettles. 
The two best selling sizes are 4 pints and 10 pints. Other sizes are of course 
imported; black japanned finish is the best seller. The covers are not cast, but made 
of pressed steel, knob and cover all one. 


Lawn Mowers.—From inquiries made there cannot be more than twenty lawn 
mowers on the Coast, but the opinion is expressed that, owing to the many bungalows 
being built, there will likely be a certain demand in time. 


Locks.—Door locks, mostly of the cheaper make, are imported in quantity. Fully 
80 per cent of all door locks have the brass handle. There is also a good import of 
locks for native boxes and native-made furniture of the better grade, and the ship- 
ments received of galvanized padlocks are large. The big sale is on sizes 14-inch, 
2-inch and 38-inch. There is also a certain demand for the ordinary padlock, plain 
iron and japanned finish. Cheapness is essential. The native puts a padlock on 
anything that it is possible to put it on. His theory is that it is not at all wrong— 
unless caught—to appropriate anything if it is not necessary to break into something 
to secure it. Illustrations of locks are shown on page 68 of this report. 


Meat Choppers—tThere is a very fair sale for meat choppers. The lines noticed 
were mostly of American pattern. 


Nails—tThere is a very big import of wire nails. It is surmised that the 2-pound 
parcel would be satisfactory, 28 or 56 parcels to a case. Some districts have used the 
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1-pound parcel. There is a demand for wire nails loose in cases of 14, 28 and 56 
pounds. There is an extra sale for the 2-inch nail; some districts demand 22 pounds, 
and others 28 pounds to a ease. For general stock purposes all sizes from 4-inch to 
6-inch, are sold. For the building trade and some general import trade, loose nails 
in cask or barrel of 112 pounds are brought in. These must be bound very strongly 
with wire, otherwise the shipment must be in metal casks. In river sections of the 
coast, there is a demand for the wire nail in jute bags, 7 pounds to a pee and 16 
bags (112 pounds) in a metal keg. 

For inland purposes, it 1s essential that the nail be rough in finish to prevent 
popping out when the Harmatan winds are blowing. If possible a wire nail, with 
prongs pointing to head on lengths of nail, would be a big seller for all inland work, 
and would be used in many parts of the Coast. In the river districts, there is a 
demand for a spike-shape nail, with big head, for canoe work. Cut nails are also 
imported by the building trade, and some general importers, in sizes 1-inch, 14-inch, 
2-inch, 24-inch, 38-inch, 4-inch, 5-inch and 6-inch in bags of 100 and 112 pounds. The 
mines import 6-inch nails in good quantities. The packing is either 100 pound kegs 
or 50-pound cases. 


Pickaxes.—The regular pickaxe is sold in very small quantities by the general 
dealers. The mines import a good quantity of the 44-pound double-ended pick. An 
illustration of this pick is shown on page 67 of this report. 


Plyers, Pincers and Punches.—Only a limited import of these tools is made. 
The plyer imported in greatest quantity is for wire cutting, a 6-inch tool insulated 
with rubber handle. There are some imports of the plain wire cutter. 


Pins, Cotter—This article 1s usually of malleable iron and split. It is sold in 
all sizes and is used extensively on the mines and in some government workshops. 


Pipes and Piping, and Fittings—The wrought-iron piping is imported by the 
mines and government railways, also public works departments, and some by builders. 
The imports by the mines are up to 10 inches, but the big demand is for the 38-inch, 
with a threaded screw socket at each end. The ordinary cast iron plug cock up to 2-inch 
size is brought in in large quantity. In brass and gunmetal fittings the import is small, 
one of the large mines receiving at most, of all sizes, annually 1,000 pieces. 


Screws.—There is a fair import of galvanized screws for building purposes, and 
by the mines. There is some sale of the brass screw, and a fairly good sale of the 
iron screw, bright finish, for native box work, and also for building purposes. 


Scales——A few of the cheaper kind and some better grades in large centres are 
imported for counter use. The big import of scales is in platform scales for produce 
weighing. These platform scales are to be found in every corner of the country. 
All sizes are sold, from 150 to 8,000 pounds. The best selling size is 300 to 500 
pounds. In the larger size platform scales, the demand is for 10, 20 and 30 ewts. 

The Germans are able to offer a one-ton platform scale, laid down in any Coast 
town of West Africa at £30, and consigned in any quantity, for any length of time, 
or rather until sold. Of course the offer has been made to the old reliable houses 
only; nevertheless, German manufacturers must be in a good financial position when 
able to consign articles running into these high prices in any quantity that may be 
demanded. 


Shovels and Spades—The biggest import of shovels is for the mining district, 
but the total is not really large. Some idea of the quantity sold may be formed by 
the fact that one of the most active gold-mining districts would handle 3,000 dozen 
a year at most. There is, however, from one end of the Coast to the other, a fair 
import, to obtain a share of which an effort should be made. For agricultural work, 
although used in a small way, the T handle is preferred; the railways also use the 
T handle, The mines, and some section of railways, prefer the D shape. The kind 
used in West Africa are illustrated on page 67 of this report. 
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Spanners.—There is an import of all kinds of spanners, The Clyburn is a big 
seller in all sizes, from 6-inch to 24-inch. The mines are also big users of spanners. 
There is a very good sale indeed for a 14-inch screw spanner. 


Spikes—The mines are the largest importers of dog spikes. All sizes are 
imported; the 38-inch and 4-inch for light rail is the big seller. They are usually 
imported in kegs of 100 pounds. 


Stoves.——There is only a fair sale for a cooking stove, mostly of the cheap class 
which will burn either wood or coal. There are very few oil-cooking stoves used. 
There is a possible good sale for an oil heater. Perhaps something on the order of 
forced draft. During the rains on the Coast at night there is some necessity for 
heating, and. inland during: the “ Harmatan” season at night it is very cold, and a 
heater of this kind should sell in fairly good number. 


Traps, Anmal.—There is a good import of animal traps into West Africa. Al! 
the traps have chains attached. They are sold in all sizes; the 10-inch, 12-inch, and 
14-inch are the big sellers. The kind used are illustrated on page 72 of the report. 


Trowels—There is a good import of trowels and these will be increasing. 


Valves.—See the notes on pipes, piping and fittings, page 25. In rubber valves 
the sale is in 24-inch, 34-inch, and 9-inch sizes. 


Washers, Steel—AlIl sizes are stocked by the mines and machine shops in rail- 
ways and public works departments. The locking washer has the best sale. 


Wire-—Only in Nigeria is there a fair import of plain fencing wire, as it is not 
compulsory to fence all compounds. Barb wire is not allowed. The mines in Tarquah 
import a steel mesh wire 2 inch, 2 inches wide, in lengths of 27 feet. Another wire 
for the mines is 27 strand W.S. 20 mesh, 2 inch, 16 wire gauge. A spring steel wire 
is also shipped. The wire rope imported is the Langsley rope, § inch, 6 wires to 
strand, 7 strands to rope of best plough steel, hemp cord, in lengths of 3,600 feet. 
The breaking strain is 180 to square of metal. Another import on the gold mines at 
Tarquah is a 8-inch rope, same make up and quantity, and at odd times the same 
length of flexible steel wire in 4 inch and 8 inch is brought in. 


Iron and Steel, Bar and Rod.—The imports of iron or steel in bars and rods are 
fairly large in all the colonies. Nigeria alone imports an annual average of 1,000 
tons, and as more round rods and other wrought iron will continue to be used for 
reinforcing cement, the average should increase. The kinds and sizes vary consider- 
ably. The variety wanted is usually soft, to be worked with a coal loaded with 
sulphur, or by wood fire. The big selling lines in Nigeria are 2-inch, 24-inch, and 
3-inch by 43-inch, in lengths from 12 feet to 24 feet; 18 feet is standard. Other sizes 
stocked are #-inch by 2-inch, 1-inch by 2-inch, 1/4-inch by 2-inch, and {-inch by 38-inch. 
The round is usually 4 inch. Cement pillars are used extensively in new peas, 
and the round iron is used for reinforcing. 

Another import of iron bars into Nigeria is in the following sizes for the manu- 
facture of hoes by natives: length 8 feet 4 inches by 14- by 8-inch in bundles of ten. 
The bundles must be securely fastened so as not to break apart. They are stocked 
and sold in bundles. 

The specifications above given apply also to the Gold Coast, with of course 
varying quantities. The gold mines in that colony use a limited number of rods, 
perhaps one ton each annually, in sizes 3-inch, }-inch, 43-inch, 3-inch, #-inch, and 
g-inch. The mild steel imported is nearly all in small sizes. 


Galvanized Iron Sheets.—There is a very large import of this material in the 
corrugated sheet. The sizes most in use are 8 feet by 3 feet, 24 gauge, and 6 feet by 
3 feet, 24 gauge. There is also a demand for 30 and 32 gauges. 
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Iron and Steel Sheets—There is some import of steel sheets by the railways of 
the several colonies. The names of possible suppliers in Canada have been submitted 
to interested departments and to general importers. If inquiries have not been made 
as a result, it is probably ‘because there has been a big drop in the English prices. 


Galvamzed Ironware.—In buckets and other galvanized ironware there is a large 
import, more particularly in the buckets, which are sold in great quantity. Some of 
the buckets have covers, but the greater number are without. Illustrations of buckets 
and packing for export are shown on page 63 of the report. 


Pots—Cast iron pots for native use, some with legs and others without, for 
cooking purposes, are sold in large numbers. For some years the great bulk of this 
import has been from the United Kingdom. 'The imports of Nigeria for 1919 were 
2,073 cwt., and these had increased to 7,280 ecwt., for the first eleven months of 
1920. This line is illustrated on page 63 of this report. 


VEHICLES — 


Trucks.—The two-wheeled hand truck for use in warehouses is coming into vogue 
iairly well; but the import is not large. There seems to be a fairly heavy stock on 
hand owing to heavy purchases in 1919 and early 1920. The two-wheeled truck is for 
bales and bags of bulky material, and it is essential therefore that the truck be of a 
fairly wide platform. The inside flange wheel pattern, as made in Canada, should 
meet Coast requirements. ‘There is some sale for a four-wheeled platform truck, both 
boxed and end supports only. 


Wagons.—This is about the only wood vehicle imported into West Africa. It is 
used for hauling freight from warehouses to retail stores, or In any big centre from 
one point to another. It is handled by man power (native). In Nigeria there is a 
demand for a platform wagon, roller bearing and connected with platform under 
body for front wheels. An illustration is shown on page 78 of the report. 


Bicycles—At present there is a very heavy stock of bicycles throughout the 
colonies. During the boom they were selling very freely and in the best grades. 

The West Coast of Africa is undoubtedly a potential market for a good reliable 
bicycle at a low price. As the great majority of natives ride barefooted, the pedals 
must be of rubber. Gear cases are essential, and metal rims. The native wants a 
tree wheel and will not purchase a fixed wheel bicycle. Although for the moment the 
sale has gone dead, the prospects, under normal conditions, are of the very best. 
Almost every firm on the Coast has one or more bicycle agencies, which means that 
the sale of a given brand is confined to the possibilities of one general merchant only, 
and there would seem to be no other way out of it. There have been recent offers | 
from the Continent of Europe of bicycles costing £5 and £6. The motor cycle is sold 
in good numbers, but is not in general use by the natives, although quite a number 
of the clerks and the professional class in large centres are using them. 


Motor Cars.—The use of motor cars is increasing rapidly, and lorries are used 
extensively in road transport work. This is an avenue for big development in West 
Africa. Road rules are being enacted which will prevent lorries, when: loaded, from 
running over country roads if the total weight is above two and a half tons. 

Although Canada is not given credit for any of the motor car imports, the writer 
had the pleasure of seeing frequently the “Made in Canada” sign on a car and lorry,— 
admittedly the only car and lorry, up to the present, which meets all the requirements 
of pioneer country district transport. 

One of the reasons why Canada is not credited with the sale of motor cars and 
lorries, and other lines of goods imported into West Africa, is because Canadian 
manufacturers insist on settlement in New York for Canadian-made goods and bearing 
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the “ Made-in-Canada” sign, and some manufacturers go so far as to invoice these 
Canadian-made goods from their American plants or agencies. This point has been 
mentioned before in respect to South Africa, and further stress need not be laid upon 
it. Business firms or manufacturers must be given credit for knowing what is best 
in their own interest, and one is prepared, up to a point, to admit that exchange 
conditions and, of necessity, settlement by their firms warrant a course of this kind 
(not the invoicing from the American office). At the same time, it has the effect 
of spreading throughout the Empire a feeling which is not favourable to Canada, and 
other Canadian exports are handicapped accordingly. 


Windmills—The value of windmills in West Africa has been demonstrated at 
almost every centre, but the import is only specialized principally by the agricultural 
and public works departments of the several governments. 

It would be advisable for Canadian manufacturers to send catalogues to the 
directors of each of these departments for each colony. The Director of Public 
Works at Accra, for the Gold Coast 'Government, would be glad to hear from Cana- 
dian manufacturers of windmills, with data of all kinds showing their experience 
in other fields. On account of one unfortunate experience with a Canadian manu- 
facturer, he wants to hear only from companies who are prepared to execute promptly 
any orders placed with them, or at least to acknowledge correspondence. 


MACHINERY IMPORTS 


Mining machinery is the principal import in both the Gold Coast for gold mines 
and manganese ore mining and in Nigeria for tin mining. The rock drills in use on 
the gold mines are Ingersols, small sizes, Jack Hammer, Cornish and Holman. ‘The 
shoes and dies in use on the gold mines are of the same pattern as used on the Rand 
(South Africa), only lighter, the total weight being 1,480 pounds. 

Electric machinery is sometimes imported by the mines and by manufacturers 
developing electric lighting. 

The cables for the gold mines are 3/20 single cord, 7/14 rubber insulated. 
Single coil cables 19/058” insulated and braided. ‘Three cord cables 7/14 high tension 
insulated and armoured, also 7/18 and 7/19. Another wiring is 10/35 insulated taped 
and braided; 7/16 single cord rubber insulated; and 7/22, 37/14, 39/14 rubber, inches. 
Insulating tapes of all kinds, with drops, switches, rosettes and lamps are purchased 
by the mines and some municipalities. ‘There are very few fixtures used, almost 
all drop lights. 

The railway machine shops have very full installation of machinery of all kinds, 
and are each season placing orders for machinery, either for replacement or extension. 
A big workshop extension programme is under consideration for the near future in 

Nigeria. 

Steel Drills—The mines are importers of steel drills, octagon and 14-inch circum- 
ference, 2 by 24-inch, 18 foot lengths. There is also a demand by the mines for 
manganesed steel bars, Osborn type for the tube mills. 


Machinery Compounds.—The mines and government departments import bearing 
metals, asbestos packing, grinding compounds, graphite packing and metals in bars. 


Hose.—Importations are pretty much limited to the mines, and then the use is 
confined to armoured rock drill hose. 


Belting —The only beltings observed in use were in the gold mines and railway 
workshops. The mining belting was a balata in different sizes, up to 20-inch, with 
6-ply copper woven edges. A special belting brought in in fair quantities was a 6-inch 
marked T and G of English manufacture. ’ 


Carbide of Calcitum.—Not a large import. The gold mines probably use about 
2.500 pounds a month. This is imported in 100 or 112-pound drums, which must be 
air-tight. The climate of West Africa disintegrates calcium of carbide very quickly. 
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A fair trade is developing in lamps for lighting purposes. If a lamp for native use 
was developed, which would be simple to handle, and which would compete with oil 
or candles, a large trade would result. Supplies of carbide would, of course, have 
to be fairly frequent and regular. A quality of carbide, with some protection from 
disintegration in hot humid climates, would be a great stimulus to the more frequent 
use of lamps for household purposes. There is some import by the wholesale dealer 
of 112-pound drums, and a good sale for the 1, 2, 8, 4 and 7-pound tins. The 28-pound 
tin is a good selling size in some districts. 


Coal.—The mines on the Gold Coast and the railways, which have already had 
some experience with Canadian coal, are open to purchase if it can be laid down at 
a reasonable price. The last lot of coal from Canada used on the Tarquah mines, 
which are some sixty miles inland, cost at the mines £10 a ton; this is much too high. 
The charge and delivery at Tarquah from the steamer by lighterage and rail to the 
mines is about $4.50 a ton. A satisfactory laid-down price for the Tarquah mines 
will mean a contract covering about 2,750 tons a month. The railways of Sierra 
Leone and the Gold Coast are also open to purchase. Sierra Leone, which is the 
British coaling station for the Coast, would probably also be a good market for 
Canadian coal. Ocean freight prices, with cost of coal, must be such that the C.LF. 
price landed will compete with supplies coming from shorter hauls. 


‘ 


BUILDING MATERIALS 


In the range of imports into West Africa, which is included under the heading of 
building materials, Canada should secure a big trade; first, because there are several 
lines of Canadian export which will fill the special requirements of this country; 
and second, because the building programme for both private and Government 
purposes will be a large one for some time. Im addition, there are public works 
projects under consideration, such as docks, sheds, roads and railway extensions, 
which will require immense quantities of building materials. There should be no 
dificulty in securing business from regular importing houses, be they wholesale or 
specialists in certain lines of materials, if competitive prices and the necessary data 
are submitted to the prospective purchaser. 

For Government business in West Africa, be it requirements for public works 
departments or railways administration, Canadian manufacturers will have to keep 
in communication with the Crown Agents, 4 Millbank, Westminster, London, either 
through their own agents in England, or by regular and systematic supply of data, 
showing their ability and preparedness to supply quantity regularly and to compete 
with any other source of supply. They must also submit facts which will be a 
guarantee to the Crown Agents that any orders placed will be carried out according 
to contract. The Colonial Office of the British Government, and its purchasing branch, 
the Crown Agents, have expressed a sincere desire for applications for tender forms 
from any Canadian firm which is prepared to conform to the general conditions 
here outlined. 

4 WOOD AND TIMBER IMPORTS, 


Although the several British colonies of West Africa are well wooded, there does 
not seem to be any timber which can be produced in quantity to replace imported 
woods for general building purposes. Another feature, even where labour is supposed 
to be cheap, is that in nearly every case local woods offered to the dealer in sizes 
suitable for building material, are usually just a fraction in price below the price 
of the imported plank or deal. Pitch pine seems to be the favoured wood with most 
people in. West Africa interested in lumber. In the past, there has no doubt been a 
huge import of pitch pine, but if all the pine, or rather wood, one sees offered for sale 
as pitch pine, at pitch pine prices, has been purchased by the dealer as pitch pine, it 
does not speak well for the knowledge of the buyer. .There is some import from the 
United, Kingdom, the Baltic, and Canada, with of course the bulk from’the United 
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States. There is also a supply to the Coast from imported stocks carried on the 
Canary Islands, the entry being classed as from Spanish Possessions. 

Pine and spruce from the east of Canada seems to fill many reyuirements in a 
building way, when used by importers who specialise in this class of wood. Douglas 
fir is now stocked by one very large Canadian dealer, who has already placed a fair 
repeat order in this market. The manager of the timber department of the large firm 
referred to is enthusiastic about the possibilities of Douglas fir, which can be sold 
cheaper than either pitch pine or its substitutes, sold as such. He, however, as with 
all merchants or importers, must go, as they say in West Africa, “softly, softly,” until 
the native tradesmen express the opinion that Douglas fir is the wood. There would 
seem no doubt that small and medium-size cargo quotations along the Coast would 
bring results. 

It may be well to state here that if cargo quotations are made C.1.F. West African 
ports, anywhere below Sierra Leone, and they are for sailing vessels, it is essential 
that the sailer should have auxiliary power, or it might possibly take months before 
the vessel could return, owing to prevailing winds, or rather, lack of wind, in a given 
zone. 

From the moment the wood situation was investigated by the writer, there seemed 
no doubt that Douglas fir could find a good market in West Africa, but one is more 
than ever convinced when he finds a stock of Douglas fir which is appreciated for its 
value as against any other wood, and when consideration is given to the fact that the 
shipment of Douglas fir above referred to was only a fair quantity parcel, shipped from 
Eastern Canada at full steamship ocean freight rates, and bearing, of course, the 
added railway transportation acress Canada. 

Some districts on the Coast are fair importers of doors, several importers averaging 
900 in a shipment. The best size for import is 6 feet 6 inches by 2 feet 8 inches, 
four panels, and they must not be three ply. It is the builder in a position to import 
to whom doors are usually consigned; the general dealer, or lumber dealer, usually 
fights shy of these stocks, as the native carpenter and small builder would not purchase 
his lumber if he stocked doors. 

Building board, or fibre board, is already well known in certain districts on the 
West African Coast. There is undoubtedly a big market for this, but the manufac- 
turer will have to educate his prospective purchasers by sending advertising matter 
showing their experience in other tropical countries, and establishing the value of this 
article from the point of view of economy. If the manufacturer has any data regard- 
ing quality for resisting vermin, or such insects as white ants, this should be supplied. 

The Gold Coast calls for scantlings in the following sizes:—3 by 2 inches, 4 by 2 
inches, 4 by 38 inches, 6 by 2 inches and 8 by 2 inches; a few 9 by 3 inches and 10 
by 2 inches, assorted lengths. Rough boards, 6 inch, 8 inch, 9 inch and 12 inch, 
§ inch and 1 inch, assorted lengths. Tongued and grooved, dressed on both sides, 
§ inch, finished in 4 inch,, 5 inch and 6 inch, assorted lengths. The above sizes are 
more for the importing builders than the jobbers or dealers. 

The following range of sizes are an approximate demand for assortment in a 
eargo lot:— 


4 by 6 inch ceilings, G. & T. 12ft.to20ft. 2 by 9 inch LGM Or Ort. 
a ene Ae ‘« floorings, ce Ef “§ 2 aby 10 “ “ 6 
1k DY 70. ee as = : i SEN... isos 12 ft. to 20 ft. 
UN Scie bya i a Sey av 16:ft..eo 24 ft. 
1 by 12 ‘ “ce 66 3 by 5 “6 floorings sé se 
13 by 12 ‘ei 6é ee 3 by 6 sé “e 6 
RGAE se: a Re = ee UY Seas 20 ft. to 36 ft. 
2% by 12 - D2iteto Zatti aby 629 se ‘6 és 
aivbyeigus 4 20ft.to3éft. 4 by 4 “ 16 ft. to 24 ft. 
4 by 12 “6 sé 6 4 by 6 66 “ec “sc 
Poet ang ews yi a2eteto 2Otte eae Dy! 8 es 20 ft. to 36 ft. 
2 by 3 6 6 ‘6 4 by 9 ‘“ 7 <a 
eh ee Pare 16.f€: to 30 ft. |G uby 6 * 20 ft. to 36 ft. 
9 by 5 “6 “6 6 6 by 8 46 66 “sc : 
Zamby 26 “3 “% 6 by 9 : 20 ft. to 36 ft. 
2 by 8 4 os “oe 6 by 12 ‘é “ oF 
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Nigeria’s iehone of wood and timber, dressed, totalled for 1919, 531,032 super- 
ficial feet. Wood and timber, rough hewn, sawn or split, totalled 179, 673 superficial 
feet. For the first eleven months of 1920, the total imports in the rough were 3 586,945 
superficial feet, valued at £89,810. 

The imports for the Gcld Coast are bulked under one entry. The total for 1918 
was 2,544,614 superficial feet, of which 2,514,594 superficial feet came from the United 
States. In 1919 there was a drop to 797,162 superficial feet, 469,673 superficial feet 
of which came from the United States and 187,866 from the United Kingdom. The 
Gcld Coast may be depended on for some years to come to be a much larger purchaser 
than the statistics of 1919 would seem to indicate. 

Sierra Leone imported an annual average of 1,887,000 feet, from 1913 to 1918. 
There are large stocks carried at Sierra Leone, and a fair quantity is shipped to points 
down the coast. 

Gambia’s imports of lumber are not recorded. The investigation of stocks 
throughout Bathurst leads one to believe that the shipments can seldom be very large, 
but there is some import. 


CEMENT 


Cement, more than any other article of import into West Africa, will figure 
largely tor many years to come in the bulk imports of both the Gold Coast Colony 
and Nigeria. ‘Cement, it is found, is the most logical building material for the tropical 
conditions obtaining in West Africa. There are extensive building programmes in 
sight on both government and private account. In addition, the prospective docks 
to be built in the ports of Nigeria and the Gold Coast will require hundreds of 
thousands of casks. There are also many other developments in contemplation by 
Government departments, which will call for great quantities of cement. It is true 
that France, Belgium and Germany are now quoting, as well of course as England— 
the latter. however, with a better article at a higher price that what is obtained from 
the continental countries. 

The Canadian cement landed in West Africa has on account of increased ocean 
freight and other charges, been at a higher price than British Portland. The ship- 
ments from the United States have not given satisfaction in quality, although the 
complaint on this score is not nearly as bitter as the complaint about the packing. 
The good quality and value of Canadian cement as shipped to the Union of South 
Africa, is now known from one end of West Africa to the other, and government 
departments, as well as the general dealers, are anxious to have quotations c.i.f. 
West African ports from Canadian manufacturers. 

For shipments to a tropical country with a peculiarly penetrating humid atmos- 
phere, good packing is a necessity. The cask should be good, and the best of paper 
used in the lining; first, to protect contents from the moisture, and second, because, 
more often than otherwise, the cask of cement is rolled from either the railway station 
or warehouse to the job on which it is to be used. This may often mean rolling a 
mile by a native, and unless well packed, involves a loss by leakage. Many casks of 
cement are lost in West Africa on account of poor packing, and there is no doubt 
that proper packing will be rewarded in the form of a higher price. 

The imports of cement into Nigeria for the first eleven months of 1920 were 
13,310 tons, valued at £129,722. Those for 1919 were 11,456 tons, 6,269 from the 
United Kingdom for general import and 3,605 for the Government of Nigeria. The 
balance, 1,582 tons, is credited to the United States. 

There is a good import of cement into the Gold Coast. Cement is bulked with 
building material other than wood, and quantities are not shown. The value of 
building material imports in 1919 was £141,717, of which £127,575 were credited to the 
United Kingdom, and £18,758 to the United States. The average annual imports 
into Sierra Leone are 33,200 ewts., and almost all from the United Kingdom. Those 
into Gambia are not shown separately and cannot be very big. 
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The greater part of the imports of paints, varnishes and oils is from the United 
Kingdom. The demand for the bulk of the trade is confined to from six tu eight 
colours, according to district. The stock colours are red, green, yellow, bright blue, 
white, and sometimes black. In some districts there is a demand for a paint paste 
to be mixed later by the user with linseed oil and turpentine. Other districts require 
the ready-made paint, well oiled. 

Only a few centres handle the 1 and 2 pound tins. Most of the packages are 7, 10, 
28 or 56 pounds. Some districts want them in kegs, but most districts in the steel 
drums. The cover on all parcels above two pounds should be very tight, turned on flange. 
The majority of the metal containers for larger weights have a receptacle on each 
side for a wire handle, which is shipped separately. ‘There is also an import of 
j-gallon tins for the builders’ trade. These are shipped twelve to a crate. The 
builders’ trade also handle ready-mixed paints in 5-gallon drums. 

White and red leads are imported in one district, in 1 and 2 pound tins, but in 
most districts they are in 28, 56 and 112 pound kegs, although there is some purchase 
of 7 and 14 pound cans. The metal containers up to 28 pounds are usually pail-shaped. 
Bitumen black paint will find a good market with mining companies and govern- 
ment departments, such as railways, public works and posts and telegrapns. These 
are purchased in 112-pound containers. : 

Nigeria’s imports of paints and varnishes in 1919 were 17,166 cwts., of which 
over 15,000 ewt. came from the United Kingdom; the United States secured in that 
year 1,753 ewt. For the first eleven months of 1920, the total imports were 15,443 
ewt., valued at £58,286. The imports for the Gold Coast are included in the builders’ 
supplies entry. It can be taken as a matter of fact, however, that in proportion there 
are very good shipments. The consignments received in ‘Sierra Leone are fairly 
large. The ready-mixed are popular in 7, 14 and 28 pound containers, with a limited 
sale of 1 and 2 pound tins. Paste paint for mixing by the users is also shipped into 
the colony. Gambia does some importing of paint, but it is quite limited. ‘There are 
fair shipments of turpentine and linseed oil, Nigeria importing the greater quantity 
and the other colonies in proportion. The container is usually of a 5-gallon capacity. 


OTHER POSSIBLE BUILDING MATERIAL EXPORTS 


Asbestos Sheets and Tiles—There is some import, not large, of asbestos sheets 
for the mines. Asbestos sheets, plain and corrugated, have been tried by some 
builders and government departments. They would come into more general use for 
certain buildings if some method of packing, to prevent breaking while in transit, 
were introduced. The breakage averages well over 50 per cent and of course this 
puts the material out of count. 

With asbestos tiles it has been found that after a short service as roofing 
material under a tropical sun, the first tornado, or steady rain, causes them to leak; 
in fact, in some cases the rain came through in such a way that they were called 
“ sieves.” If an asbestos tile can be offered at a reasonable roofing price, with some 
guarantee as to its ability to keep out rain, an export trade could be built up. 


Lime—In the mining districts of the Gold Coast, there is a demand for lime, 
which is used there in connection with mining more than building. One mine alone 
uses 1,000 tons annually. The packing must be in steel drums of 300 pounds. It 
has been found, that the most successful drum, from a carrying point of view, is one 
with a circular corrugation near top and bottom. The packing for building purposes 
is usually in 112-pound bags. Quick lime is shipped in tins of 28 and 56 pounds, 
and some districts import it in 20-pound tins. Others import. both kinds, in kegs: of 
28 poundsitc pers 
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Roofing Felts—Tropical conditions must be met for a successful export of 
roofing felt. It must be a felt which will not crack in the tropical heat, and which 
will take a tar coating. The bitumen is so far considered best. The rolls, when 
shipped, must have on the inside, over the coating of top finish, from one end to the 
other, a covering of some material which will prevent them from sticking or massing; 
rolls sometimes arrive a solid mass. It is suggested that perhaps mica, if thoroughly 
applied, would be all right. The amount used in the past by some manufacturers has 
not been sufficient. Any material which will prevent sticking and which will not 
affect the quality would be acceptable. ‘Something of the kind is necessary, or felt 
roofing will not make headway. With a satisfactory article to suit all sections of the 
Coast, a big trade could be worked up for private building purposes, as well as with 
government departments, such as railways and public works. ; 

Tar and Pitch—There is a good import along the Coast of tar in 5 Imperial- 
gallon drums. It is also imported in barrels of 112 pounds and 100 kilogrammes. 
Pitch for use on canoes has a big sale in Nigeria, Sierra Leone and Gambia, with a 
smaller sale on tne Gold Coast. It is shipped usually in casks of 400 pounds. In 
addition to the above, there are other lines of material used for building purposes, for 
which Canada should find a market, such as nails, iron bars and rods, and some 
structural steel. These are reviewed in this report under the heading of “Iron, 
Steel and Metal Goods.” 


READY-MADE, BUILDINGS 


There is only a small chance on wood ready-made buildings. There has been 
some import, in part bungalows placed on iron pillars, standing some 8 feet above 
ground. They are of different types from those seen in Canadian catalogues. The 
general opinion is that shipments of ready-made wooden houses will not increase. 
There is, however, a demand for a portable iron and steel shed, store and small bunga- 
low. Trading locations in country districts of West Africa are frequently changed. A 
big centre this year may be deserted next year because the native allows the land 
worked last year to run fallow and moves on to new territory for the next crop. Of 
necessity the trader must follow, and iron and steel buildings which can easily be 
taken apart with galvanized roofs are in fairly good demand. One American company 
have been supplying quite a few. <A 50 by 80 building cost, towards the end of 1920, 
£1,286, cif. Lagos, Nigeria. Other sizes imported are 100 by 100 feet, 60 by 30 feet 
and 90 by 30 feet. One company is standardizing on a building 163 by 48 feet. All 
roofs are at an angle. Every piece must, of course, be numbered and in such a 
way that it will not wear out. There is also a fairly good prospect on garage sheds 
of iron and steel. In 1919, Nigeria imported nineteen buildings complete. Seven- 
teen of these were from the United Kingdom valued at £12,012, and two from the 
United States valued at £8,039. During 1920 there was a larger import from the 
United States, but statistics are not available. This statement is based on reports 
received from buyers in Nigeria. 


FURNIVURE 


There is a big demand for furniture shipped in the K.D.S. Bentwood chairs 
are a big import, and the styles of kitchen chair with thick wooden seat will find a 
good market. Right up to the war, the Austrian bentwood chair held the market. 
For any furniture which can be shipped in the knocked-down state, and not veneered 
in any way, there is a demand. A considerable quantity of furniture is made from 
the beautiful local woods of West Africa. It is good and substantial, but fairly 
expensive and does not meet general requirements. 

Facts regarding (Canada’s ability for export in these lines have been submitted 
to almost every possible importer on the. West African Coast, and it may safely be 
said that offers of delivery will be welcomed. 
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Through English agencies, Austrian bentwood chairs are once more being offered, 
but there is a decided desire to secure these from within the Empire, if prices are at all 
competitive, and regularity of delivery is assured. Austria is now offering, through 
British agents, almost every kind of furniture in the K.D.S. One of their offers is a 
complete bedroom suite, all K.D.S., except the wardrobe, in which is packed the rest 
‘of the suite. The wardrobe itself is packed in strong cases. In dining-room sets the 
packing is done in the sideboard, which in turn is cased for export. Furniture 
shippers to the West Coast of Africa must always remember that 3-ply panels, etc., 
are of no use in tropical countries. When the Harmatan winds are blowing they curl 
them up. The tops of dressers, sideboards and other such pieces should be constructed 
so as to allow for expansion. A tight securing or nailing down will mean split 
furniture in two or three days during Harmatan time. 

Nigeria’s imports of furniture of all kinds for the first eleven months of 1920 
were valued at £100,390. Iron and brass bedsteads are not included in this total. 
In 1919 the imports were to a value of £51,062, of which the United Kingdom was 
credited with £47,877, the United States £1,273, and France £481. Canada shipped 
to the value of £537. The Gold Coast imports for 1919 were valued at £34,190, of 
which £30,000 are credited to the United Kingdom and £1,102 to the United States. 
Sierra Leone averages annually an import of about £6,000. Statistics of imports 
into Gambia are not available, but they will average much lower than those of Sierra_ 
Leone. 

In addition to household furniture, there is also a fairly big import of folding 
furniture for camp purposes. Offers for the chair, table and camp bed, all folding 
of course, would be interesting to general importers. | 


Refrigerators—There would seem to be very little chance for the export of 
refrigerators, except perhaps those made of metal. It is found that almost without 
exception the imported refrigerator splits up badly in the Harmatan winds, which 
prevail in almost every centre during the dry period. There are a good number. 
in use where there are ice plants, and in other countries ice is often secured from 
the steamers which call in the roadsteads. The refrigerator hive which gives the 
greatest satisfaction is made locally; it is very big and cumbersome, and the actual 
ice box is used for storage of provisions. 


Musical instruments.—A gramaphone, at a cheap price, and of a make which 
can guarantee a regular supply of records, is sure to secure an immediate trade. If 
the machine is of metal, it must be made in such a way that it may be carried, or if 
of other material, it must have a case. The natives are the prospective buyers, and 
an instrument that may be sold complete at from £2 to £3 is sure of a market. There 
is some import of the better instrument. These are not usually imported for sale, 
but are brought out by the employees of the merchants or by ‘Government officials 
and are purchased or selected personally when in England. 


Organs.—There is a limited sale of the better grade organs, and a fairly good 
demand for a cheap organ, Folding Harmoniums also find a good sale. 


Pianos.—There is undoubtedly a good sale in West Africa for a piano which will 
stand tropical conditions, and which will cost landed not more than $190. The 
tropical conditions to be met with are great heat with heavy monsoons at one time of 
the year. At another season, when Harmatan is blowing, almost anything curls 
up except iron. 


Electro-plated Ware and Silverware.—The silverware imported is usually for 
personal use, and is selected by the user while in England. There are, however, some 
lines handled by a limited number of manufacturing houses. In the plated, more 
particularly the cheaper, goods, in such lines as table pieces of the modern patterns, 
there is a very good sale. Low standing cruet sets of three and four pieces sell weil, 
and there is a sale for the five and s1x plece sets. 
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The only other lines of household furniture, not iron or steel, on which there 
may possibly be some chance of export from Canada in a small way, are earthenware 
and glassware. In glassware the preserving jar is not imported. Glasses of all 
kinds, and table pieces such as butter dishes, glass jugs—half and one pint and one 
quart size; also glass lamps, of the cheaper kind in which the bow! and handle are 
all one, and lamp chimneys are, of course, used extensively. 

If there is any possibility of export in either glassware or earthenware, the 
prospective exporter must take into consideration the cost of packing, which must 
be of a very strong nature owing to the methods of handling freight along the coast 
of West Africa. The usual packing which is charged for on earthenware shipments 
is in a cask of such a good quality that it is afterwards used for storing palm oil. It 
is a 38-inch cask, with strong staves, and five strong iron hoops, never less than 2 inches 
wide. 


& 


OTHER POSSIBLE CANADIAN EXPORTS 


There are several other lines which will now come under review, in which Canada 
should secure a good trade conditional on the establishment of a direct, and regular 
ocean freight service. 


Boots and Shoes.—There is nothing to indicate quantity of boots and shoes 
imported into the several colonies on the West African Coast. Every merchant inter- 
viewed laid stress on the fact that the trade in Coast’ centres and inland towns has 
gone ahead very rapidly. Owing to the slump there are in every warehouse or retail 
store a fair amount of boots and shoes at very high prices, but these will of course 
be cleared. The general opinion is that the wearing of boots and shoes of some kind 
will go on increasing with the native population. As things are now, seven out of 
ten native employees in all warehouses, offices and government departments wear 
boots and shoes, at least during office or business hours, and many of them as con- 
stantly as the Europeans. 

Samples of boots in demand, in West Africa are on view at the Exhibits and 
Publicity Bureau, Department of Trade and Commerce, Ottawa. 

In leather goods a boot or shoe with fine appearance, but cheap, would be a big 
seller. There is also a market, in a better-class boot or shoe—shoe mostly—in fine 
leather (at least in appearance) for tops and light soles. Tan and blacks sell equally 
well. Canvas boots and shoes with sewn chrome sole are fair sellers. A canvas boot or 
shoe, leather soled and heeled, not sewn but nailed, is a big seller. If at anything like 
old values, a boot or shoe of this kind, costing about $1.75 to $2, would find a big 
export trade. Plimsols, or gymnasium shoes, as known in Canada. are big sellers. 

In recent years there has been a good import of boots and shoes from the United 
States, but under normal conditions the usual source of supply is the English market. 
It may be well to mention that the quantity sale for ladies’ shoes is very small 
compared with that of men’s. 


Bags, Sutcases, Trunks and Attaché Cases.—Attaché cases of the cheap make are 
sold in large numbers in many parts of West Africa. Canada should be in a position 
to quote on these; 14-inch is the big seller. They are nested for export. The greutest 
number of trunks sold are very specially made metal trunks, and even these eventually 
give way under weather conditions. Leather bags or trunks are usually of the English 
variety and are seldom stocked in West Africa. Suit cases made of fibre board and 
leather, or similar materials—in other words a cheap suit case—will also sell, and 
there should be some possibility of supply from Canada. ‘Nesting would, of course, 
be necessary in export. There is a demand for a narrow leather belt with buckles, 
for men’s wear. The best selling colours are white and khaki. 


Cotton Goods.—Piece-goods from England are of course a great import in all 
colonies on the West Coast of Africa. The peculiarities of the trade are such that 
even if Canada were prepared for export in some lines of piece-goods, she could 
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not possibly hope to compete. There is also a very large import of both grey and 
white cottons. The greys are usually of a heavy variety running up to a quality 
which is used in river work as a sail-cloth. The whites are of every variety, and 
particular weaves or finish which are purchased in one section of a colony would 
not be looked at in another. The whole of the Coast territory lends itself, in printed 
goods, to the most extraordinary patterns. As you go north the sale is on plain goods, 
either white or navy blue. 'The fashion in prints and woven patterns up north is 
more towards stripes in the brighter hues, but blending perfectly. 


Blankets—In both cotton and wool blankets there is a big import of fancy 
patterns, but there is also a good sale for plain colours with borders, all single size, 
both grey and white. When Canadian manufacturers are in a position to quote for 
supply on demand, it is just possible that some of the Canadian blankets in flannelette 
and wool would find a market, as there are some fairly good qualities of both kinds 
sold. The bulk, however, is in the cheap make; some Bolton cloth finish, others mere 
felts, fleecy surface and soft. 


Underwear.—The sale for men’s undershirts, or what is known to the trade in 
West Africa as singlets, 1s very large. While cotton undervests lead in quantity, 
it will be surprising to many ‘Canadians to know that light-weight wool undershirts sell 
in very large quantities. The trade is peculiar, and varies according to locality. One 
district insists on long sleeves and buttoned in front with four buttons—any number 
less or more would kill the sale in that locality; other sections insist on an undervest 
with short or long sleeves, but it must be made with sweater neck effect, no opening 
down front—a pull on. One district insists on bright colours such as yellow, sky 
blue or strawberry—these are for cotton undervests only—the majority handle one or 
two colours, but the great proportion is white or natural. 

Some samples of underwear are on view at the Exhibits and Publicity Bureau, 
’ Department of Trade and Commerce, Ottawa. 

There are several types of material used such as Balbriggan finish, ribbed effect, 

and open mesh, and these are popular. Fleece-lined undervests in khaki, blue, and 
grey, are favoured in some localities. 
_ In cotton goods there is also a sale for a pull-over cotton jersey, used by many 
natives as a shirt. This is a heavier make than the undervest described above; white 
and colours are sellers. There is also a sale, not large, for pull-over wool sweaters 
and coat sweater. All lines of vests costing at manufacturers from $1.50 to $12 
a dozen, find a sale, but the great bulk is for the cheaper article. There is also a 
sale for the short bathing drawers. ‘Colours of all kinds are in demand. In cotton 
goods cheap lines are sold. 


Sox and Hosiery.—There is a large import of white cotton and cashmere sox, and 
very large shipments of plain black cotton and cashmere are made. Fancy patterns 
are sellers, as well as the checked, in cotton, lisle and cashmere. Men’s cycling or 
golf stockings are sold in quantity; these must be very fancy in pattern. There is 
a limited sale in women’s hosiery, and a fair demand in cotton vests. 


Clothing.—The sale of ready-made clothing is making slow progress on account 
of the great number of native tailors. There is some demand for white and khaki 
denims and duck trousers, turned up at the bottom and a good sale for what is known 
as “shorts ”’—that is knee-length khaki trousers—and sports coats. In overalls the 
market is limited. In smocks the two colours handled are brown and navy. 


Shirts—tThere is a large sale for shirts of all kinds, striped negligée shirts with 
turned-up soft cuff, white soft, both dress and sports are popular. There is a big sale 
in the latter, and a large proportion is sold with collar attached. In some districts 
there is a demand for the black top shirt, and generally there is a good market for 
the open-neck khaki shirt sold in combination with “shorts”—men’s trousers for 
bush work. 
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Whitewear and Dresses——There is a limited import of ladies’ lingerie, in white 
lawns, nainsook and cotton goods; and in cotton dresses and serge costumes as well 
as blouses. 


Waterproof Clothing—There is a large sale for the ordinary cravenette, serge 
or tweed waterproof coats. They must be at a fairly cheap price, and all seams sown. 
Black rubber, well ventilated, meets with a fair sale. Oiled silk, or linen, waterproofs 
are in fair demand. 


Umbrellas—There is an unusually large sale for umbrellas, 95 per cent with the 
crook handle. In Gambia, Sierra Leone, and most parts of the Gold Coast, the 
ordinary black umbrella is in demand. A good value line at about $9 to $12 a dozen 
would find a big market; cheaper lines are sold in quantity. There is a large demand 
for the better-grade goods up to $24 a dozen; and some sale for white sunshades, with 
green lining. On some parts of the Coast, and in almost every centre of Nigeria, 
the larger the number of ribs there are in an umbrella the better the sale will be. 
Nothing with less than ten ribs will sell, and many are imported having twelve and 
fourteen ribs. The umbrella imports are almost all for the native trade. 

Some idea of the possibilities of this trade are shown by the figures for the first 
eleven months of 1920 in the imports of Nigeria, which were to a total of 132,098 
sunshades at a value of £35,462. The United Kingdom controls this trade. Shipments 
from other countries are almost nil. 


Yarns.—There is, of course, a big import of sewing threads, but also in large 
quantities of cotton yarns and twists, for native weaving, sold in reds, yellows, green, 
black and white. They are usually in 4-pound hanks, size No. 16. This is not a 
carpet yarn; it is a very much finer grade for cloth weaving. Samples are on view 
at the Exhibits and Publicity Bureau, Department of Trade and Commerce, Ottawa. 
In yarns alone, Nigeria’s imports for year 1918 amounted to 394,010 pounds, of 
which 393,777 pounds came from the United Kingdom. For the first eleven months 
of 1920, Nigeria imported 10,486,673 reels of thread and yarn valued at over a million 
dollars. 

Paper—There is a very limited import of newsprint into West Africa. All ne 
used are flat and include quite a proportion of coloured paper. The newsprint 
interests of Canada should keep in constant touch with the Crown Agents, 4, Mill- 
bank, Westminster, London, England, as they must purchase a good quantity i 
Colonial Government purposes. 


Wrapping Paper—There is very little imported. It is just possible that this is 
a trade that will make good progress, and it would be advisable to send samples. Part 
of the limited shipments of wrapping paper is in rolls. At the present time ten tons 
annually would be a very big import for any one of the leading warehouses. 


Paper Bags.—These were in evidence in extremely small quantities, and ih two 
places only. Although the natives carry all purchases as a head load, be it a thimble 
or a 56-pound case of nails, quite a few of the general agents for the business houses 
on the Coast are of the opinion that they will begin using paper bags ay Seep in 
the not very distant future. 

Stationery.—Writing paper, more especially foolscap, ruled and unruled, is a big 
selling line. These are usually packed 25 reams to a case. There is also a demand for 
a writing paper 32 x 34 and 94 x 14-inch, ruled. There is a very big import of 
writing pads and envelopes. Samples of leading lines have been sent to the Exhibits 
and Publicity Bureau in Ottawa. 

Toilet Paper—There is a good import of toilet paper, in pads as well as roils. 


Wallpaper—tThe only colony showing a possible interest in wallpaper, and that 
in a limited way, is Sierra Leone. 
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Typewriters.—One Canadian line is represented on the Coast, for which there is 
a fair sale. ‘The government departments of the several colonies do, of course use a 
great number of typewriters, and as in many offices there is every need for new 
machines. This should be a fair line of import into West Africa for some time to 
come. 


Drugs, Patent Medicines, Chemicals, Disinfectants and Perfumery.—Most of th: 
drugs imported into West Africa are by Government for district doctors and hospitals. 
The lines for retail purposes are mostly proprietary articles and patent medicines 
If a patent medicine does perchance suit the native taste or requirements, there is an 
assured and a constantly growing trade. Advertising of some kind is necessary, such 
as posters or metal signs at corners or cross-roads. The manufacturers of the best 
selling lines ship booklets and pamphlets to the general. dealers, telling about the 
wonderful properties of their remedies; these are also illustrated, showing the condi- 
tion before treatment and the after effects. If a line of patent medicine secured a 
reputation as a rejuvenator, it would be a big seller, and at a good price. In other 
words, a medicine in the form of a tonic, such as one remembers being inflicted on the 
Canadian public thirty or forty years ago, is the stuff that usually sells. There is, of 
course, a sale for proprietary lines. 

There is.a good sale for disinfectants, mostly of English manufacture. They 
are nearly always made up in small parcels, either in tins or bottles. Perfumery is 
sold in large quantities, and it is surprising to see the very high prices paid by some 
natives for the highest grade goods. ‘The imports are in both glass bottles and metal 
containers. ‘The cheaper grades are in the big selling lines. 


Tobacco.—The import of cigarettes is large and of cigars small. The leaf tobacco 
brought in is the quantity-and-value article. The leaf tobacco in demand varies; 
in one district a light brown, in another very dark. It is usually “loaded,” or cured 
with some foreign substance and is, of course, for native consumption only. There 
are enormous stocks on the Coast at last year’s prices, yet there was a fair amount 
of buying being done at prices ruling at the date of writing, to average up cost. 

The style of packing varies; cases being of 64, 100, 200 and 400 pounds. The 
hogshead packings vary; in one district 800 pounds (a full hogshead) is the largest 
imported, and half a hogshead of 400 pounds, while other districts will purchase 
1,200 pounds hogshead. The width of hogshead is usually 56 inches and flat shaped. 
The leaf should work out at twelve to fifteen leaves to the pound. Leaf tobaccsa 
imports into Nigeria alone for 1920 amounted to 40,210 pounds, valued at £10,004, 
and the manufactured to 9,104,066 pounds, valued at £837, 924, 


Tennis Racquets—There is a very good trade in tennis racquets, not too lightly 
strung, and tarred, or what is known as the tropical gut. (The article of English 
manufacture is the big seller, and is nearly all from one source of supply. 


Rules—A large number of natives are users of measuring rules. ‘There are, of 
course, several kinds which are good lines, but the big seller for the native is a foot- 
rule, four-fold, $-inech wide. 


Boot Polish and Cleanser—The market for boot and shoe polish of all colours, 
and the white shoe cleanser, is fair. Sets in tin boxes are sold freely. At the moment 
almost all importation is from the United Kingdom. 


Furniture: Polish—tThere is a fairly good importation of furniture polish. 


Combs.—There, is a good sale of. combs, which must be heavy-toothed and very 
strong. Amber colour is the best seller. 


Brooms and Brushware.—There is some sale for cheap scrubs, cheap and medium- 
priced whitewash or distemper brushes, and a fair sale for paint brushes. With the 
exception of a few imported by government departments, very few of the better quality 
are sold. 
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For the gold mines on the Gold Coast there is some importation of the ordinary 
corn broom, long handle. The mines also bring in a special broom; the length of 
fibre is 10 inches to 12 inches, 24 inches thick, and 8 inches wide, short handles, and 
usually steel or covered handle.—There is also a trade for what is called a “spoke 
brush,” 14 inches long. 

Cotton Carders.——A cotton carder for native use is imported in fair quantities. 
It is made on a wooden frame, 10 inches by 4 inches with 5-inch handle. The carder 
on the 10 inch by 4 inch frame is made from galvanized iron. 


Cordage.—The big importation in this line is for fishermen’s nets, and very large 
quantities are used. A sample of the twine used has been sent to the Exhibits and 
Publicity Bureau, Department of Trade and ‘Commerce, Ottawa. ‘There is a limited 
sale of manilla cordage imported by the mines and for river transport, and some 
importation—not large—by the general importers. Cordage for river boats is 
consigned in fairly good quantities for Gambia, Sierra Leone, and throughout Nigeria. 

Corsets——There is only a very small market for corsets in West Africa except 
at Dakar, French Senegal, where the importation, although not large, is about as much 
as for the balance of the Coast. France and the United Kingdom are the sources of 
supply. 

Cameras.—Recently there has been a more active endeavour to overcome the 
handicap imposed by climatic conditions in the use of cameras, and there is now a 
better demand, but it is still very limited except at Sierra Leone, where they seem to 
do better than in any other part of the Coast. 


Eye-glasses (Optical Goods).—With the exception of an odd dozen assorted first 
and second aids, which are usually handled by the native dealers, there is no importa- 
tion of eye glasses. When required, they are usually ordered from England. 


Gunpowder.—There is a very large importation in some districts of 18-pound 
kegs only, while other districts take, in addition, 2, 4 and 8-pound kegs. The powder 
is fairly coarse, showing the grain. Black is the nearest description of the colour. 

Hats and Caps.—There is a big sale for men’s soft felts, all shapes, and a constant 
demand at all points for helmets, which are being taken up by many of the natives. 
No hard hats are sold. ‘Caps should be of the brightest patterns. ‘A knitted cap along 
the lines of the woollen Canadian “toque” finds a very big sale, and the knitted cap 
as worn by ladies, with the turned-up edge, and fitting fairly close to the head, is 
worn a great deal by the natives. This is a line on which an effort should be made 
in the cheaper grades of knitted toque or caps. 

Ink.—There is a good sale of ink in small bottles. Powder and tabloid inks are a 
possibility, but are not encouraged by importers. 

Jewellery.—The supplies are chiefly of Birmingham origin, and most of the sale 
is to the natives. The real gold jewellery is nearly all of native workmanship, and in 
some districts most remarkable work is turned out. 

Lightning Conductors—In many sections, more particularly inland, lightning 
conductors are used, and they seem to be more in the hands of contractors than of the 
general importer. The general opinion is that they will be used in greater numbers 
as time goes on. 

Matches.—There is a very big import of matches (safety only) into West Africa. 
On account of the moisture (damp), the packing must protect contents. Some import 
packing is in paper packets of 12 boxes, 12 packets to a parcel and 12 parcels in a tin- 
lined case; the lining is very light. The majority of districts import in 8-gross to a 
tin packet (very thin metal), 6 tin packets to a case. 

Mica Sheets—The mines in Tarquah, Gold Coast, import mica sheets, 24 inches 
by 14 inches and 6 inches by 3 inches, all 34-inch. Theres is also a market for micanite 
sheets 24 inches by 18 inches. | BD Bute cets tobe 
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Oilcloth, Table and Floor—There are fair importations of table oilcloth, and, in 
some districts, of floor oilcloth and cheap linoleum. The colours are either the natural 
wood block effect or bright colours, reds and greens being favourites. Nearly all 
imports are in 2-yard widths. 


Pipes, Clay.—There is a very fair importation of clay smoking pipes. The 
selling line has a curved stem; that is the best pattern. Pipes are also made of dark 
clay or dipped in some solution to darken them. 


Ribbons.—There is a good sale of ribbons, mostly for lingerie, sashes and hair. 


West AFRICAN RaILWAys AND REQUIREMENTS 


On the Nigerian railways, Canada is in evidence with coal and other trucks; on 
the Eastern Division and on the Western Division with locomotives made in Montreal. 

There was very little trouble, except some poor riveting, with the Canadian 
locomotives. They were received at a critical time, when traffic congestion was very 
bad, and non-delivery of earlier orders to English manufacturers had made almost 
insurmountable the accumulation of freight for ocean traffic, or export. The Cana- 
dian made locomotives not only relieved the situation, but when consideration is given 
to the rush work on them in order to secure prompt delivery and the strain imposed on 
them by overwork and steam demand for extra speed and pull, one does not wonder 
at the wholehearted recognition by the rete and others, as to their standard of 
quality. 

The Nigerian railways have an piersing mileage of over 1,126 miles, which car- 
ried over 600,000 tons of traffic in 1919, and 1,709,095 passengers. All this traffic 
was handled with limited hauling power and a shortage of rolling stock on a 3 foot 6 
inch gauge railway, with the exception of 148 miles, which is only 2 foot 6 inch gauge. 
The management of the railways it is easy to see, is experienced, able, resourceful and 
progressive. The Nigerian railways with all other railways have suffered during the 
war years in shortage of operating officials, as much as in shortage of equipment. Par- 
ticulars of the larger requirements for the immediate future, on locomotives and rolling 
stock were cabled to the department early in January last, and are repeated here :— 


On the Western Nigerian Line—Locomotives— 
BHstimated cost 
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Some 417 miles of 60 pound rail are to be purchased, and 120 miles of 80 pound 
rails. 

The Railway Department is open, from time to time, on c.if. cargo quotations 
of lumber. The quotations should be made direct to the General Manager of Nigerian 
Railways at Lagos, Nigeria, and to the Crown Agents, 4 Millbank Street, Westminster 
London, England. 
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Timber for railways is usually ordered in the following sizes and quality :— 
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As with almost every item of supply to the Crown Colonies, the railway purchases 
are usually made by the Crown Agents at 4 Millbank ‘Street, London, England, when 
necessary in consultation with their consulting engineers in England. 

The Canadian companies able to tender aud compete for this class of trade should 
keep in touch with the Crown Agents, and when not represented in England, a special 
request should be made to be placed on the mailing list, so that they may be advised 
of tenders. In addition to all catalogues and quotations made to the Crown Agents 
in London, similar particulars should be submitted to the General Storekeeper of the 
Nigerian Railways, at Lagos, and the General Manager at the same address. 

The following is a list of articles handled by the Chief Railway Storekeeper, in 
fair and good quantities, on which some Canadian firms should be able to quote to 
advantage, providing, of course, regular shipping is established :— 


Adzes, asbestos, augers, axes. 

Bars, (crow). Belting: raw hide #-inch to 24-inch single, 23-inch to 4-inch 
double. Bits or drills, 2-inch to 1-inch. Bolts: countersunk, square neck 2-inch by 
44-inch and 4-inch by 44-inch; round neck 34-inch and 8-inch by 2-inch, with forged 
feathers in §-inch from 23-inch to 13-inch; cup-head 4-inch from 53-inch to 7-inch, 
in 8-inch from 54-inch to 94-inch; cup-head, square neck 4-inch by 63-inch and 7-inch, 
8-inch from 54-inch to 84-inch; H.R.H. 4-inch from 1-inch to 3-inch in 3-inch from 
{-inch to 7-inch, in 34-inch from 14-inch to 8-inch, in g-inch from 14 to 24-inch, in 
83-inch from 38-inch to 15-inch, in }-inch from 13-inch to 143-inch, in §-inch by 38-inch, 
4-inch, 5-inch, 6-inch, 7-inch and 10-inch, in 1-inch by 38-inch, 4-inch, 5-inch, 6-inch, 
9-inch, 12-inch, 18-inch, 24-inch, in 14-inch by 44-inch and 6-inch; in galvanized 4-inch 
by 3-inch. Bolts, square head, round neck, }-inch by 44-inch and 43-inch, 1-inch by 
43-inch, 5-inch by 94-inch, %-inch by 20-inch and 23-inch. Brass rods, round, yellow 
metal 14-inch, 2-inch and 38-inch. Brass sheet yg-inch, $-inch and }4-inch in sheets 
6 feet by 3 feet. Brushware; Buckets (galvanized). 

Carpenters’ tools, all kinds. Calcium carbide, casement fasteners (iron and 
brass) ; casement stays (brass), 10-inch and 12-inch. Cement (big stocks), lightning 
conductors (plates 3-feet by 3-feet by Yi-inch). Copper ingot; copper plate 4-feet 
6-inches by 2-feet by ys-inch, 4-feet by 6-feet by g-inch and yg-inch. 
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Detonators (for signals and blasting). Distemper (white, dark stain and sage 
green). Drills (twist), ve-inch and 4-inch straight shank and from #4-inch in six 
sizes to 24-inch, Morse taper shanks. Duck (for tents, roofing, etc.) 

Emery cloth (discs and powder). Emery wheels for grinder, piston and cutter, 
saw-sharpening tool machines, twist drill machines. Engine spares (all kinds). 

Felt roofing; fencing wire; files (all kinds), flat bastard 14-inch and 16-inch, half 
round bastard 14-inch and 16-inch (biggest stocks). Furniture (such as iron beds 
with spring mattresses 6 feet 6 inches by 4 feet 6 inches); chairs (Bentwood) ; tables 
(kitchen and dining and others). Grindstones: 24-inch biggest stock, some 42-inch 
and few 48-inch, some with and without troughs. . 

Hammers of all kinds. Handles: cabinet brass 24-inch, 3-inch and 4-inch; door 
brass 44-inch, 5-inch and 6-inch; drawer brass, 2-inch, 24-inch, 3-inch and 4-inch; 
handles for adzes, axes, brooms, pickaxes (big stock), shovels and spades (fair stock). 
Hinges, hasps, staples and furniture metal of all kinds suitable for railway carriages. 

Iron, corrugated, galvanized, 20-gauge; iron, curved, galvanized, 20-gauge; 
iron, flat, in all sizes from 4-inch to 1-inch up by 4-inch; iron pate, plain, 6-feet by 
3-feet by ze-inch, 3-inch, ¥-inch, t-inch, felch, 3 Ane 34-inch, %-inch and #-inch; 
iron, round, from +-inch to 3-inch; iron, square, 4-inch to 4-inch. 

Jacks to lift 4, 5, 10, 15 and 20 ton. 

Lamps of all kinds for railway purposes and lanterns. Lead, pig and sheet. 
Locks, all kinds (greater quantity brass), also galvanized padlocks (38-inch being 
biggest stock). 

Machine tools and spares. 

Nails, clasp, 1-inch to 6-inch about 2-inch and 3-inch; copper 14-inch and 2-inch, 
cut 1-inch to 5-inch; galvanized roofing 14-inch, 2-inch and 23-inch. Nail spikes, 
3-inch to 12-inch; nails, spike dog, 24-inch to 4-inch; nails, copper, 3-inch to 1-inch; 
nails, wire, 43-inch to 7-inch (24-inch, 38-inch, 4-inch, 5-inch and 6-inch biggest stock). 
Nuts (bright), 4-inch to 6-inch; hexagon for bolts, screwed, 4-inch, 35-inch, 3-inch and 

4-inch up to 14-inch; square, black, screwed, from ae to 14-inch. (All bolts and 
Bios English Spaieed and thread). 

Oil, all kinds: linseed boiled (big stock), raw (fair stock). 

Packing, asbestos cord and rope up to 1l-inch. Paints all kinds, principally big 
stocks: brown finish (liquid), stone colour (liquid), lead colour (liquid), green (for 
machinery), anti-fouling composition. Permanent-way fittings, switch spares, pipe 
fittings, bend and cap, galvanized, from #-inch to 4-inch; elbows (right-handed 
bends) 43-inch to 4-inch elbow square ‘¥-inch to 4-inch; flanges, 3-inch to 4-inch; 
nipples, #-inch to 4-inch; nipple barrel, 3-inch to 4-inch; plugs, #-inch to 4- 
inch; sockets, 3-inch to 4-inch; tees, 4-inch by 4-inch to 4-inch by 4-inch, 
full range reducing to 4-inch by 34-inch; steam pipes and fittings, pipes, 
15-foot length, 8-inch and 12-foot lengths 1-inch; bends, caps, elbows, flanges and 
plugs to match (all pipes with screwed ends and sockets, English standard and thread). 
Plates, boiler, steel, 6-foot by 3-foot by rs-inch, 4-inch, 3%s-inch, 4-inch, 3;-inch, 3-inch, 
34-inch, 8-inch, $-inch. 

Rivets in galvanized iron and iron rivets for boiler work, all sizes, from %-inch 
by 44-inch to §-inch by 6-inch; mild steel rivets, all sizes, from 3-inch by 1-inch to 
3-inch by 4-inch. Rope, Manilla, from 8-inch to 44-inch circumference. 

Saws of all kinds, screws for railway coach work and other galvanized iron, 
hexagon head and brass all kinds; screw drivers, steel (angle, mild), steel (cast 
hexagon), steel (mild, round, mild Rap steel (tool, flat and round). Stocks, dies, 
taps and tap wrenches. 

Telegraph material, all kinds. 

Valves, steam, globe, brass screw 3-inch to 4-inch, flange #-inch to 4-inch, 
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Washers, iron, black, 4-inch hole to 13-inch hole. Wedges, steel, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
and 8 pounds. 

There are, of course, very many other imports for railways and Government 
departments. 


GOLD COAST RAILWAYS 


The mean mileage operated on the Gold Coast railways is 269 miles. The 
number of passengers carried on this mileage in 1919 was 1,223,596, an increase of 
378,126 over the previous year. The actual gross tonnage moved was 348,444 tons, 
an increase of 30,705 tons over the previous year. There will be no demand for rails 
for some time to come; the requirements have been contracted for and deliveries 
made from the Southern States. 

There may be some demand for rolling stock, but it will not be special for some 
time, as orders placed during the war are now being delivered. Samples of railway 
quality Douglas fir timber would be appreciated by the management. In a speciai 
way the railways are open to contract for the supply of coal, cement, nails, and 
building material such as building board, asbestos sheets, roofing metal; also for a 
quality of felt roofing suitable for the tropics. 


} SIERRA LEONE RAILWAYS 


The total mileage of the railways of Sierra Leone is 354 miles, and all 2-foot 
6-inch gauge. Owing to the clearance of accumulation and no produce offering, there 
is very little freight moving on this railway, and the passenger trade has fallen con- 
siderably. The management have an extended programme in view for relaying 
tracks and for a few new coaches. Estimates will have to be passed before any action 
ean ‘be taken, but it may be presumed that all necessary work will be proceeded with, 
and if so there will be a fair demand for cement, corrugated iron, steel for roofs, 
machine tools (about $17,000), 10 freight breaker vans, 10 covered freight cars, 475 
tons British standard 30-pound rails 30 feet long, 440 tons British standard steel 
sleepers, 4 tons fishplate bolts, and 5 tons rail keys, also 3,500 pairs of fishplates. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE MATERIALS 


The whole telegraph and telephone system throughout the four British colonies 
is founded on British practice and British Government standards, with British 
engineers and officials in charge of these services. Canadian manufacturers who are 
in a position to tender and supply on demand to the several governments on the 
Coast should make application to the Crown Agents, 4 Millbank street, Westminster, 
‘London, England. 

British West African Exports 


Nigeria’s total export for 1920 was to a value of £16,695,880, showing an increase 
over 1919 of almost two million pounds, and an increase over 1918 of more than 
seven million pounds sterling. The oil-producing nuts, and cocoanuts, account for 
more than twelve million sterling of this total export. Tin ore shipments in 1920 
were valued at £1,785,724. 

A comparison of previous annual shipments will hardly be of value, but the 
following statement showing quality and value of principal articles exported from 
Nigeria in 1920 should prove of interest, as it brings home the many lines xported from 
this part of the British Empire. It is true that during the early part of 1920 the quan- 
tities shipped were greater than usual, and values much higher than they had ever 
been; but, on the other hand, during the second half of the year the prices had 
dropped very materially. The value is not so much a consideration as ability to 
ship quantity, and for this reason the quantity statistics will be useful to Canadian 
readers, and more particularly to manufacturers who buy the raw materials from 
other sources of supply. 
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EXPORTS OF NIGERIA FOR THE YEAR 1920 


Articles Quantity Value 
SAVIN ALS, LEVINE 4 5. oe: 6b fare ey a eee oie CIE oten ee Bae tre Oe 328 ae 1,905 
BOUNCE. is HOR ONE cee Oe ee AEE Pe ean Oe EC OR. 1,150 15,789 
Bees wie fi: diet Sn. eis es Cee tee etree cece ore ee eto ler 7 oud 
CATS DASHES Skids ani cs gee eee oe ee elke wie ecm ee OSs 24,400 1,326 
SO COR PET re eee RR Nate Woe Mons tae ah Al sep exe cae OVC 343,100 1,287,538 
GOCOANTULS ue. tee. UE eee Layee: EW eee tA WeacIN OS: 4,2:00 35 
COfECC? et oecs W Sa TEL ee: rea Liege. te ee Ws 26 85 
Caprarkeere fc ee te DE Oe ee eT eM, oe ok 4,456 8,557 
Corn and maize, fo. ES oe Uyak Bee hee erie. hee Mee: 14,327 ab PAST 
Cottons lint ses. 20>, bas OPE 7 ohare ee Oe pete 65,147 716,733 
Cotton seed. a DL. Fe Mh re PEE IS DONS 403 55,594 
Cotton poods (native) . Abn bie Wee Re See CeS 21816 129 
GUS eERo ee tein Clues lei 2 sas) tae wicks ako Enid weet ae ROMS 6 142 
Ground nuts, re” IP Se Oe SOMES te Pee aay. tre be 45,409 1,119,688 
Gutta percha. . Pid Wee Rit aero LN Ree DS. 2'4 2) 1,182 
CU APA DICT ee. By 17 vache tie fee eben aero eke are 1,338,049 10,992 
Gut, Copal te tee: Bk 2 ae, FES CORO AIAG OUR es 4,867 98 
Hides MCtanned ) aires sc Se hie Ac RY Medias Be Aoeor cus OSs 15,440: T1217 
Hides; (untamned )eUi eds bie 5 tit Bs oes eke see 346,996 236,948 
FLORIS eee ere See ee Pe re ne teen ane ae mes 142 
LVORY 0 2.5 Grito oa. Sars eee GRE, DUE CIV ee 2116 10,8915 
Kola mite: Ne mn ee eae et ae 2,914 5,038 
Ostrich feathers, Sli OTRO 158 ONO arate Me ites ARR es erie ayatene 5,788 
Alm Oller ee ee, ek tee La ee eee eee weeee ee LONS 84,856 4,677,444 
Palm kernels. a bar hr ae AAO to MRO ore ta. a WEAR ta 207,010 5,717,980 
PANY BReEMNGL OCA)... Mie ie i OMe. 18! Lene ecg 1,005: you wp 
IP ealIM sKOCNElEO Ls wens Bs puts aioe telert anions tere ies a ciceeae Reo 3,493 136,158 
PIASSAWR CATE. ol sig ina’ ee ste ee eee rae Stars Sore ie eae 161 3,165 
POLARS. ead eeht Se tes, ake are fn RUA Ree ONL: 2,060 4,508 
IPEOVASIONS 4... vies saeeehe WCC tiON Us teks pep Seea sh case reaeat a ee's SNC 14,324 
AULD PETA aye ah cess Noted. Os oh ote hd bets tase etn eee Ler Sane Leh OFT eS ayie 57,044 
SGA RDU CKOI te ee Aces Oth eR ee Seats: eae Mees EROS 531 24 CAL 
Shear wts ge i): 4. cibee ee. P eiee ey oleae cared ctauie one 9,375 100,790 
Skins— 
(a) Goat’ skins, undressed... ... ..\.0,;. .. Nos? 1,349;102 419,336 
(b) Sheep skins, undressed. 5 Ap Rats oh ees ed 58,362 10,429 
(c) Goat and sheepskins, dressed. BONS ne ae 4.47,5'55 100,781 
AM ol ues eG Mitel. Care DONS 7,913 1,785,724 
Wood and timber—mahogany logs.. i ter a ail hing Ao iac 9,776 139,726 
OLN CT FAriicles. cco ws sys wks ve wie eee) = aterm means eaohese 51,764 
MOtA Ld St Ae BA. Sh ac a ES a RR eI RRE Sh Vo EE OU GO GES SO 2 


EXPORTS FROM THE GOLD COAST FoR 1920 


The total value of exports from the Gold Coast for 1920 was £12,352,207, showing 
an increase over 1919 of £1,438,032, and of £7,779,282 over 1918. As with Nigeria, 
in oil nuts or its produce, the Gold Coast has at present one article of export, the 
cocoa nut, which forms the great bulk of overseas shipments. The cocoa export for 
1920 was valued at over ten million sterling; the quantity exported dropped from 
176,000 tons in 1919 to 124,774 tons in 1920. There are other exports from the Gold 
Coast which should be interesting to Canadian manufacturers, more particularly 
mahogany and manganese ore; the latter will increase very largely to the United 
States. 

As the purpose of this report is to show the sources of supply and ability to pro- 
duce, the following table in reference to Gold Coast shipments overseas during 1920 
is submitted :-— 


~ 


the year 1918 are not available for Sierra. Leone. 
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Articles 
Cocoa— 
United Kingdom... 
ea ye 
Holland, 
iirancey. 
United States. is 
Total exports, : 
Kola Nuts— 
United Kingdom. 
Nigeria. . 


Total exports. . : ‘ ie. 


Copra— 
United Kingdom.. 


VASO) lect inetes & utedinckeeker es) ete 


Cotton, raw— 


United Kingdom. ~ Total.. 


Gold and Gold Dust— 


United Kingdom. Total.. 


Auriferous By-Products— 


United Kingdom. Total.. 


Diamonds— 


United Kingdom. Total.. 


Guinea Grains— 
United Kingdom.. 
Total exports.. 


Gum Copal— 
United Kingdom... 
United States.. 


Total exvorts. . 
Ivory— 
United oer P 
France. 
Nigeria. 

Total exports. . 
Lumber (native Haier) — 
United Kingdom.. 
United States.. 

Total exports.. 
Manganese— 
United Kingdom.. 
United States.. 


Ores, 


Total exports.. 
Tin— 
United Kingdom. . 
Palm Kernels— 
United Kingdom.. 
Holland. a 
Total exvorts. . 
Palm Oil— 
United Kingdom.. 
United States.. 
Holland... 


Ores, 


Total exports.. 
Rubber— 
United Kingdom.. 
United States.. 


Total exports.. 


Other Articles— 
Total exports.. 


Avortenl, - 


Mmotalne. 


were exported 


Countries to which exported 


i . abs. 


66 


se 


oie 1} es) 


5 MOV 
5 bs: 
2 Carats 


» glist 


Quantity 


55,819 
5,068 
15,096 
18,822 
26,487 
124,774 


168,892 


16,020,144 
16,203,851 


25,394 
230,505 
44,557 
10:2) 


18,3'10 
18,534 


7,576 
76,560: 


84,136 


632 
620 
678 
1,935 


..sup. feet 5,731,527 


sé 


6é 


PeLons 


Ti) 


Asc by oF} 


15,845,087 
21,620,513 


18,580 
25,030 


43,610 
3 


6,774 
828 
7,664 


834,832 
64,775 
48,005 


947,612 


279,69:7 
19,483 


29'9,180 


Value 


£4,481,502 


354,011 


1,075,512 
1,561,201 
2,243,848 


£10,056,298 


£ 3,433 


448 342) 
£452,2'45 


£16,375 
17,562 


1,309 


889,248 
11,423 
3:65 


5 2:7 
5.310 


14.6) 
2,633: 


£2,779 


32:6 
219 
320 
£8 616: 


86,390 
25'4,519 
£342,115 


27,887 
40,132 


£68,019 


86 


193,06 
27,789 
£222 467 


93,142 
10,480 
10,462 


£114,084 


£ 


26,815 
516 


£27,331 


95,498: 


Total value of all ‘articles exported (including pullion and | specie) £125352,207 


EXPORTS OF SIERRA LEONE 
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Principal Articles of Export for the Year 1920—showing countries to which same 


Unfortunately statistics showing the figures of export for a later period than 


Careful inquiry, however, shows 
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that during 1919 and 1920, owing to higher prices for the raw materials of the colony, 
a much greater production and export was in evidence. Palm kernels, which up to 
the present time have not been of material interest to Canada, are now and have 
always been the big item of export for Sierra Leone, totalling in 1918 40,816 tons, 
the average for the five years from 1918 to 1917 being 45,615 tons. The Kola nut— 
almost all the exports of which are either to other British West African possessions 
or French West African colonies—is the next best article of export. In 1918 the value 
exported was £397,726 for 2,302 tons. The average annual shipments over the 
previous five years were 2,003 tons, valued at £293,291. Palm oil exports from this 
colony average annually’about 525,000 gallons. ‘The other principal exports are ginger, 
hides, piassawa fibre and African rice. 


EXPORTS OF GAMBIA FOR 1920 


The ground nut, or as it is known in Canada, the “ pea-nut,” is the one large 
item of export from Gambia. In 1919, out of a total export of £1,229,921 in value 
(excluding specie), ground nuts accounted for £1,185,255. ‘Other items of export in 
the order of their value are hides, palm kernels, calabashes, bees wax, piassawa, rubber 
and timber. 

'The following table will show the qantities and values, and the principal coun- 
tries of destination, of the principal articles exported in 1919 and 1920. 


Gambia’s Exports for 1919 and 1920 


Articles Countries Quantity Value 
1919 1920 1919 1920 
Calabashes— 
HMrench  eOsSsessions a ane th. eNO: ated alt 118 £ 46 £ 4 
HlELrawlicOne 1 AAaeet ee Seca ewes Chen 102,502 48,121 5,208 2,643 
TROCATMeXpPOT tS cc herons oles 103,643 48,2715 5,254 2,649 
Ground Nuts— 
Belo (5 ee peer ee Se OILS @ OS Balblles ae 73,186 
Denna aire eager cars as aay eee ee eee ae 2,894 TLS 52;0193 21,459 
ESAT CCE he a ae eee ete Recent cy boven 10,948 ayers 343,013 
MrenchweOSSESSLONS a4) lah nt oe TEM 820 18,416 2:0, 2156 
SlErra Scone are. tee? fo ake wees | 136 444, 2,894 12,462 
Wianinecl UkehoversKoral yn Shas Mg bon 67,258: 69,14'6| 1,099,408 1,928,068 
Total exporiss * /s2 mee ae te VAG GG 85,190 1I72,8/4i8 2,3:98,4:4'4 
Hides— 
PPANCORS ede Tae ot te ee enIN Os a iene 99tore eee PUSS 
WMItSd eI SOM Use) ea be Nei ee 14,205 16,027 8,319 20,850 
FLOtAIS CX POLES Ar pa eiia Sees ae eee 14,405 17,018 8,419 21,1215 
Kola Nuts— 
Hrench Possessions... :. ...°..Cwt:. 33,59 2 9,350 2,071 1,026 
Rotalwexportsiae. woe oe 33,990 10,220 estalah 1,156 
Palm Kernels— 
Winirted Gicine domivaege-. 0: see ONS 626 405 14,064 5 350 
WOtaAlReCXPONLS +... shee eer detee. a eee oe 671 408 15,324 9,470 
Wax— 
United Kingdom. Total exports. Lbs. 7,463 3.394 233 219 


Trade and Commerce in French West Africa 


As the kind of articles imported into French West Africa are almost identical 
with those of British West Africa—in fact, many of the notes made by the writer 
were secured from the French companies, who were kindness itself—the review of 
trade and commerce in the French colonies will be more in the nature of comment 
on the statistics of import and export. 

For the past fifteen years there has been a constant development of trade in 
Trench West Africa, exportation increasing each year from 1904 with a total of 
65,000,000 frances in value, to 1919, when the total value was estimated at 327,785,000 
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francs. Roughly, it is safe to say that nine-tenths of these exports were in oil products 
of some kind. Imports have grown in value during the same years from 90,000,000 
francs in 1904 to 375,000,00 frances in 1918, but dropping to 313,000,000 frances in 
1919. Further on in this report quantity exports for 1920 are shown. 

For a better appreciation of the progress of the colonies under the French flag, 
the following table is submitted showing an average of trade in five-year periods 
since 1904. 


Imports. Exports. Total. 
Years Average annual Average annual Average annual 
Francs Francs Francs 
nO OA =OiRi wad ey st) hgh hoe at een en aecen 97,174,000 71,427,000 168,601,000 
BOOS=L SA A acied Ok” can ae ee eee bey C000 119,536,000 261,258,000 
MOAR SPAN 0k so) cuca eekes RL eects ae LOO: 40) O00 164,712,000 359,358,000 
WO LON tae aw. cb scl ET Rs Sa eee cl OL ho 000 32:7,785,000 640,964,000 


The percentage proportion of trade in each of the colonies comprising French 
West Africa for 1918 and 1919 is as follows :— 


5 


Imports Exports Total 
‘Colonies 1918 1919 191Se 1919 1918 iS y, 
SONECAL? he pehgeeaite ok wien Cie 79 613 LCs § 2: 78 62 
Senegal above Nigeria... .... 3 7 2 1 3 4 
French Guinea.. ay ae 6 8 5 i 6 8 
Lory) COAST) 35 pate co sr: 4 8 5 9 4 8 
WISTOMCY . cnc nr ace hee 8 14 ava 21 9 18 
TOUAL av ten herent emer e atte 100 100 100 100 100 100: 


The percentage of the total trade gives some idea of the relative trade of the 
several colonies. . 

The following particulars cover details of trade in each of the five colonies of 
French West Africa for 1919. Details of import for the full year 1920 are not avail- 
able, but through the good offices of the statistical department at Dakar, the facts 
regarding exports for that year are also submitted. 


SENEGAL 


SENEGAL’S ECONOMIC AND COMMERCIAL STANDING, 1919 


The total trade for 1919 was valued at 110,653,420 francs less than in 1918, when 
it reached a value of 510,997,287 francs. The imports for 1919 were 198,164,926 francs 
in value—97,612,980 franes less than 1918; while exports for the previous year were 
valued at 202,178,941 frances in 1919—a decrease of 13,040,000 frances from the prev- 
ious year. The statistics for 1919 may be taken as nearer the increased normal trade 
of the colony—those of 1918 being abnormal, owing to the fact that Dakar waz a 
base for convoy work during the intensive submarine campaign of the enemy during 
the first half of that year. 

The ground nut, or “peanut,” as known in Canada, accounted for a value 
of more than 124 million francs in the 1919 exports. It is only recently (in February, 
1920) that a world market has been permitted to the exporters, who previously were 
ecmpelled to ship all oil-producing plants in French West Africa to France. The 
figures of quantity and value in ground nut export for this colony indicate clearly the 
great increase in value. In 1910 the total was 227,289 kilogrammes, valued at 
49,770,741 francs. In 1914 the quantity had increased to 280,526,613 kilogrammes, 
valued at 69,089,309 franes; while in 1919 the shipments of the nut in the shel totalled 
172,327,180 kilogrammes, valued at 65,672,766 frances; and decorticated nuts in quan- 
tity were shipped to the total of 75,430,856 kilogrammes valued at 58,874,764 francs— 
a total value of 124,547,530 francs for 247,768,036 kilogrammes, or 32,758,577 |alo- 
grammes less than in 1914. 
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In Senegal, as in other parts of West Africa, owing to keen competition in 1919 
and 1920 to secure supplies of ground nuts, money then took the place of barter, the 
former method of purchase. 

Some of the principal lines of import into Senegal during 1919, as compared with 
1918, are submitted. The following table is restricted to lines of possible interest to 
Canadian exporters :— 


1919 1919 1918 1918 
Articles Quantity Value Quantity Value 
Francs Francs 
Provisions, canned or preserved.. +ailubs: 247,916 1,029,034 176,848 623,035 
Flour. ne LONG a 0, COssa 06 4,739,438 6,324,642: 5,607,025 
Bread or cabin ‘biscuits. ~ elbieee CBS WPAT 1,410,417 178,935 244,954 
Sugar (all kinds). a. 2,559,416 4,973,560 7,678,400 - 14,792,462 
Tobacco, in leaf. ; My 1,656,223 7,488,864 941,685 3,198,625 
Tobacco, manufactured. Same ha Prt 79,858 920,273 59, 6:06! 614,867 
Lumber. "Sheree att . ,.stere’s 5,586,620 1,479,640 4,875,236 2,566,443 
Beer. ‘ . Gals. 364,340 854,612 2'80,441 401,992 
Building riaterial (not SReyegy’ So oe (Soya 1,530,002 13,746,543 1,748,092 
Increase Decrease 
Provisions, canned or preserved.. 71,0168 AOS 989. pe vectra xe 
Flour. rh Ns SERNA AMM ON ae ns hale S Ree EI trate Ae Hie Mab Nie ce anes 2,561,2616 867,587 
Bread or cabin. biscuit: 5.914 0 9'2! LI 65463.” 7) ARO ee fe cao fre 
NoHo Heareh ied eB N A ECTB AVG RSS) OR oss URANI renee BP ids Senn AAV eee Mm | Ra eda 6) Bla Coie 8 5,118,984 9,818,902 
Tobacco, in leaf.. . é 714,538 AE OCZOO "9 ace siete as Meet even orelrs 
eS manufactured. . D0S2 Dies S0S;40605) 7 Se nese. ie 
Lumber. RR. i CR a seh ee lek is ce icstee ee ane CLL Soa) Ubpaeteeerek ae | A Rees 1,086,803 
Beer.. .. shed att) heeds rcs 83,899 AS 20) Ae eee a cone oes 
Building material (not lumber) > eae RE Rt) | Wee ae Beat i ger ane eyete 5,896,004 218,090 


Countries of origin are not shown in the statistical tables of this colony, but 
inquiries at the Statistical Bureau at Dakar permit of the following remarks in regard 
to imports. 

In provisions North and South America are credited with the greater portion of 
the imports of canned meats, but North America holds a very subordinate place 
in the shipping of canned fish and canned vegetables, as these are nearly all from 
France and other parts of the Continent of Europe. 

In bread or “cabin” biscuits, during 1918 and 1919 the United States made good 
headway. At one time the exports from that country were about one-half of those 
supplied by France, which on this article, for the French colonies, will under normal 
conditions hold the trade. 

After cotton and wool piece goods, the “doctored” leaf tobacco, for native use, is 
one cf the most important items of import. The United States were the only suppliers 
in 191%. The bulk of the manufactured tobacco imported into Senegal is from Algeria 
and France. In beer, the light brands are supplied chiefly in bottles. The greater 
import was from the United States, the total in 1919 from that country numbering 
600,000. 

The difference in flour imports between 1918 and 1919 is due to war conditions in 
the former year, when, as with many other articles, very large quantities were landed 
for transfer to transport ships and to other countries on the coast. In 1919 about one- 
third of the trade was with France and the balance with the United States. 

Sugar imports in 1918 were abnormal. The United Kingdom exported in that 
year supplies, which had been purchased outside the United Kingdom or Europe, to 
the value of 12,500,000 francs. In 1919 France shipped to Senegal to the value of 
about 570,000 frances, the United States 3,200,000 frances, and South America 973,000 
frances. Although Canada is not given credit for it in the returns, there is some 
Cynadian sugar in stock at Dakar. 

In building materials, pre-war most of the articles such as lime, bricks, tiling, 
piping and cement, came from Marseilles. Cement formed the greater part of this 
entry in 1919, of which 2,152 tons were from France, 2,378 tons from England, and 
872 tons from the United States. This is a line which should figure very largely for 
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a number of years, as, in addition to the Government’s big building programme, there 
is a strong demand for building materials for warehouses and bungalows of all kinds. 
Some idea of the importance of Dakar as a coaling station is shown by the follow- 
ing table :— 
Coal Imports into Dakar, 1911-19 


Year. Tons Year. Yous 
ES (Rr Oe kL te Oe eae een Oe Oy yer IO UGE boat. ‘F Svueicas. sn arlis suse eM eee) Ce sf cade ey Oya 
ON kop ern pork ethan (ily Le OO Gidget LOleiba aide: sata Meeks Listes oh kts «ota Meas COO Mpa O 
OMe | Thal on.) ie Oe ine pee LOS Tk Son a No, Sig dds ita cies ehh er EKO Ga rOU 
eee)? we et Sad, ae re aa red Se Oe LO Oak ally hse na tg late ENe) wo woe Eee OeO,OSO 
ROR: MEP zt) Rec anh ons. SM REC ee 45.6 


Cottons—which are not shown in the table of principal articles ot interest to 
Canada given above—are of course the principal import into this colony, as well 
ag into other tropical countries. The imports pre-war into Senegal averaged about 
18,000,000 francs per annum, while for 1919, on account of increased prices, the value 
totalled 52,000,000 francs, 12,000,000 of which were from France and her colonies. 
About three times that amount came from the United Kingdom, and the balance from 
some European continental countries and the United States. The average annual 
imports are about 12,000,000 metres of a cloth called “Guinée,” which is made in . 
French colonies, and is used principally for shawl purposes, in loose garments and 
head coverings. The balance of cotton imports are estimated at 2,700 tons. 

The principal countries exporting to Senegal in 1918 and 1919 were the United 
Kingdom, which held first place with 88,500,000 franes, although her exports in cottou 
goods fell from 65,500,000 francs in 1918 to 41,250,000 franes in 1919. There was also 
a big decrease in the export of coal to Dakar. |The United Kingdom, however, 
increased its trade in soap, candles and iron and steel goods. The British Dominions 
and colonies figured very largely in 1919. The value of imports totalled 90,000,000 
frances, on account of large shipments of wheat and flour from Australia, and corn 
from the Union of South Africa. This dropped to 10,800,000 franes in 1919, of which 
8,800,000 franes represented kola nut from Sierra Leone. 

France dropped from a total value of 58,626,000 frances in 1918 to 52,840,000 
francs in 1919. The drop was due to decreased imports of ladies’ and men’s clothing, 
and to a big reduction in leather goods. The guinées from French Indian colonies 
increased in value from 448,000 franes in 1918 to 2,195,000 frances in 1919. 

The United States of America made great headway in the years under review. 
The increase was about 80 per cent in 1919 over 1918. The invoice price values 
increased from 17,400,000 franes to 30,751,000, of which 600,000 francs represented 
condensed milk, 7,000,000 leaf tobacco, 3,000,000 sugar, 600,000 beer, 750,000 alcohol, 
2,969,000 coal, 1,800,000 oils, 1,580,000 bar iron and sheets, 1,600,000 other iron and 
steel goods, 860,000 automobiles, and 3,375,000 francs bags and cotton goods. Scan- 
dinavia increased her wood and matches exports to Senegal from a value of 300,000 
franes in 1918 to 1,400,000 francs in 1919. 


EXPORTS OF SENEGAL 


The total exports of Senegal, after deducting re-exports, were valued in 1919 at 
141,253,671 francs—an increase of 87,640,431 francs over the previous year. Some 
of the exports are: animals (living), wax, kapock, rubber, and ivory, but the prin- 
cipal are the following: gum-arabic, to a value of over 8,000,000 francs; palm kernels, 
nearly 8,000,000 francs; hides, over 2,000,000 frances; and ground or “ pea-nuts,” in 
shell, 65,500,000 frances; and other nuts decorticated 58,750,000 francs. In order 
that the ground or “pea-nut” should be exported to better advantage, the Dakar 
district made a specialty of decorticating the nut. Decorticated nuts shipped in 1919 
totalled 75,430,856 tons, which represented 115,000 tons of the nut in the shell. During 


1919 nearly all the shell was used for firing purposes on, account of the extremely 
27164—4 
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high price of coal. Gum-arabic exported in 1919 totalled 4,800 tons, which is more 
than double the average annual quantity shipped since 1911. In oil nut production, 
and in fact nearly all exports from the Senegal, the average shipped to France is over 
87 per cent of the total. yi 


' 


PORTS OF SENEGAL 


The statistics given below showing values of imports and exports handled at the 


ports of Senegal, will show the Canadian exporter the places they respectively hold :— 


Increase or decrease on 1918 


Ports 1919 Increase Decrease 
Francs Francs Francs 
- St. Loms— 
LIN pOLtsie we 20,662,657 SALAS Ge eee 
EXpPOLusig: SOL UPS ee es ans 54 
Dakar— 
ImapontSer use APAGICLUAORME We) | neo dee 97,871,381 
Exports. . SOO 93.8 4s mn ele eee Ero. 88 ,6'51,388 
Rufisque— 
AMO aUGXONROS., a oc SS SV0RS Ieee) wee ator 4,637,146 
IDVe@ efeneshs & oc TOON MSR eg tera 53,891,722 
- Fondionque— 
IM DOLUS sme 5,209,412 | 238) | a irae 
Exports. . 17,615,002 LD OWS OS) MNP eee eres 
Zuicuin— 
Imports. . 6,037,336 Let 4946.9 8305 5 ke eee 
Exports... 8,064,998 Gel 0SO4( 5 5 ea eee eeiees 
Goree— 
leah oeneUsis mms AU Aa! ea ap ota oh Soka kd oe E ic 311,534 C7308 250) 7) eae 
No export 
M’Bour— | 
LTVIPOLUSHIY hice Cees i keg teh tcs 7,189 Grobe 20 heer ae 
PHYS OES ou. W As lis eee ee en ster cee 4,336,247 W835, 946-0 (+ 7 Bee ereees 
Joal— 
A DOL ESR tek cee) ec se kone 210,041 MNCL eee Oe ado go 
LDS SOLON MESS les edhe obey avo alse nortan see ooo 572,765 461, 164) 00) ee Sewers. 
Rip— 
LM O ETS Bret (eserves ce Ae ey 165,078 AT, 9:94. sg Fal aise aren 
Mx pPOutelT Onde OO Aen ares.) eos, os ee ect gc em kd, eer an 1,774 
Niani Ouli— 
AMpoOLesk cleo: LEV eee 253,637 38,055; 9 °F eee 


AD NOIR idee 1a) OG oe 148,748 148,748 


The headquarters for most of the firms having branch stores throughout Senegal 
are at Rufisque, which is only a short distance from Dakar. 

The total number of ships entering the port of Dakar in 1918 was 1,267, with 
an aggregate tonnage of 2,682,795, of which 638,282 were unloaded. In 1919 there 
was a fall to 1,109 ships, of an aggregate tonnage of 2,277,988, of which 403,450 were 
unloaded. In 1919, of the 1,109 ships calling at Dakar, 350 flew the French flag, 323 
the British, 206 the Italian, 50 the Norwegian, 29 the Portuguese, 28 the Swedish, 
and 24 the Belgian. Among other flags flown, the United States was represented by 
wine ships. 


Tue Upper Senecat-Nicer CoLtony 


_ The upper part of Senegal, known as “Colonie du Haut Senegal-Niger,” 
increased its import values from 12,329,449 francs in 1918 to 21,174,354 franes in 
1919. The exports, however, fell from a value of 6,600,681 francs in 1918 to 3,488,694 
frances in 1919. Almost all the increase of import was on cotton goods, both in 
‘guinees” made in French colonies and English piece cottons. The “ guinees” 
imports increased in value by about 3,000,000 franes, and English cotton goods by 
over 6,000,000 francs. 

Among other principal imports in 1919 were tinned meats to a value of 26,434 
franes, of which France was credited with 25,889 frances and the United States 545 
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frances. Flour totalled 87,141 franes in value, of which 46,649 frances were credited 
to France and 40,492. to the United States. Sugar imports to a value of 30,790 were 
brought in from France, and 67,081 frances from the United States. Some sugar 
from Canada was-imported in 1920. The total import value of tobacco in 1919 was 
128,588 franes, of which France shipped 117,791 franes, the small balance being 
divided between the United Kingdom, Holland, and other countries. Wines from 
France, or French colonies, were valued at 506,385 francs, the balance (11,096 francs) 
from other countries. Spirituous liquors totalled 248,166 francs in value, the greater 
part (227,843) from French sources and 19,532 frances from the United Kingdom. 
Cotton thread and yarn were valued at 228,632 francs, of which the United Kingdom 
was credited with 163,487 franes, and France 65,143 frances. 

All other goods, covering many items, valued in smaller amounts than 25,000 
frances totalled 4,431,000 franes, of which France was credited with 2,331,000 frances, 
England 1,338,000 francs, the United States 567,000 francs, Holland 65,000 francs, 
and other countries 128,000 francs. 

The principal exports from this colony are animals, hides, wool, rice, and gum, 
nearly all of which is exported to France. The only other country figuring as an 
export field is the United Kingdom, which in 1918 purchased rubber from this terri- 
tory to a value of 65,000 francs, and animals living, the total export of which reached 
a value of 3,183,090 franes. In 1919 England*purchased gum arabic to the value of 
955 francs and of animals living, the whole export valued at 426,550 frances. The 
greater part of these exports credited to the United Kingdom cross from this colony 
to the Gold Coast territory. 


FRENCH GUINEA 


With the view of showing the average annual value of trade in French Guinea, 
the following table is submitted. It will be noted that while exports increased between 
1910 and 1913, the imports for the same period were on an average about ten million 
franes less. The figures for the war years speak for themselves, because while the 
values are higher from 1916 onwards over those of 1914 and 1915, most of this 
increase is in value and not in quantity handled. 


Year Imports Exports Total Trade 
Francs Francs Francs 
UO 219,562,772) 18,305,405 47,868,177 
OMe 18,337,307 19,610,882 37,918,189 
uted 2 Pes era 19,274,130 2:0,057,925 39,332,055 
OS 10) ow as 19,418,514 16,644,752 36,063,266 
mh ke ee ee 9,238,165 11,403,035 20,641,196 
LOWS... 9,689,291 16,240,488 25,929,779 
EO MIG hs weerone 20,187,752 ADIL ES 37,699,328 
LONG eee 21,359,436 15,290,809 316 ,6'5 0, 24:5) 
OS Rie ree oe meee 23,029,972 12,822,621 35,852,593 
IR BERENS aetna 25,918,941 23,533,011 49,453,952 


During the war trade from France to its own colony dropped in value and quantity. 
Great Britain, in addition to its regular export of cotton goods, secured a good share 
in other articles, and the United States secured for the time being other lines than 
flour. Exchange undoubtedly affected purchases in both these countries, more parti- 
cularly in 1919 and 1920, Franee being able to supply in spite of much higher prices 
than those quoted by either England or the United States. 
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Table showing Quantity and Value of some of the Principal Articles imported into 
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French Guinea in 1918 and 1919 


1919 1918 
Articles 7 Value Value 

Francs. Francs 
Flour. 236,461 1565080 
Bread and cabin piscuits.. 10,378 926 
Sugar. T2838 5,201 
Tobacco, in leaf. 1,056,126 530,310 
Building riaterials: 15955153 193,340 
Coal. 65,672. 15,875 
Tron, steel and copper. Pies Alosoue 1,131,748 
Iron and steel manufactures. ‘ate 1,336,986 857,536 
Other merchandise.. .. .. 5,218,919 2,679,534 

Increase Decrease 
Flour. 1016; 6:74 eer 
Bread and cabin ‘biscuits. 9:45 Dc |, Ai ee eee 
Sugar. ‘ seers ve D2 8, Lal Ons VA ie ale cae eee 
Tobacco, in leaf Se D.ZidsO.0) 0. eine seen 
Bilas Maver igis eet. yesouwelotedoke co heewents Ge tceene dee Ue UMmnMraeins era hens re Sb ,Gat 
Coal. vc ONTO: — free ct aetna 
Iron, steel and copper. PUNE. sw oct Palen vertex Ber tekccne! BEET Terres owe 858,395 
Iron and steel manufactures. ate 479450) =) Se Sees 
Other merchandise... ... 2S 9 so 0) See Te oe 


In the heading “other merchandise,” cotton threads,. yarns, piece goods and 
knitted goods are not included, nor are liquors and wines. 

The principal countries exporting to French Guinea in 1919, are in order of 
value as shown below. 

The United Kingdom—cotton piece goods, 13,441,603 frances; threads and yarns, 
388,139 frances; metal goods, manufactured, 488,670 franes; chemicals, 678,474 francs. 

France and the French Colonies exported to a total value of 5,255,650 francs, 
of which 1,709,186 frances represented cotton and wool piece goods; 963,103 francs 
wines and liquors; 390,858 francs, metal goods, manufactured; 203,462 francs, pre- 
pared paints and’ distempers, 345,727 francs, other manufactured goods. 

The United States exported to a total value of 2,655,750 francs, of which 1,185,704 
francs represented “de duriées colonial”; 398,984 cence. metal manufactures, 275,595 
franes, farinaceous preparations; and 159,965 frances, cotton goods. 

The total trade from all British Dominions and Colonies was valued at 714,319 
franes; of which cotton and wool piece goods totalled 134,125 franes; and foodstuffs, 
155,247 francs. 

FRENCH GUINEA EXPORTS 


The principal exports of French Guinea are animals, hides and skins, wool. 
ground or pea-nuts, palm kernels, palm oil, rubber and gum Arabic. 

In 1919 the following were the chief shipments: 1,186,064 hides, valued at 
3,965,962 francs; wool, 648,290 kilos (1,620,725 frances); ground or pea-nuts 1,325,261 
kilos (566,564 francs) ; palm kernels, 12,487,287 kilos. (7,741,359 francs) ; and rubber, 
682,268 kilos. (8,411,342 francs). ‘The total increased from a value of 12,236,102 
franes in 1918 to 22,568,867 in 1919. Special endeavours had been made to produce 
and gather as much as possible of the oil-producing materials for export in 1919, and 
as a result that year’s total increased by 10,332,755 francs over 1918. 

The countries to which exports were made in 1919, with values, were as follows: 
France, 14,028,601 franes; French Colonies, 38,939 frances; the United Kingdom, 
2,593,158 francs; British Dominions or Colonies, 2,063,923 franes; Belgium, 163,084 
franes; Holland, 3,265,710 francs; Portuguese Colonies, 307,187 francs; other countries, 
118,307 francs. The proponderating position held by France in the export trade is 
of course, due to the prohibition of export to foreign countries in several lines. 

The principal port in French Guinea is Conakry, a really model town. Out of 
a total import value for the whole colony in 1919 of 25,918,941 franes, Conakry was 
credited with 25,397,481 francs, and out of a total export value of 23,535,011 francs, 
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Conakry was credited with 21,483,820 francs. The other ports are Boke, Farmorea, 
Heremokono, Kade, Sieroumba, and Nongoa. The total number of ships calling at 
Conakry in 1918 was 169—an increase of 45 ships and 38,197 tons over the 1918 
figures. Of these 102 flew the French flag, 51 the British and 7 the Belgian. About 
10,572 tons were unloaded. 

French Guinea should develop in the immediate future in a much greater way 
than at any period in the past. The palm kernel is the chief product, and as a 
decision appears to have been arrived at to develop new roads and to open up more 
country to oil-nut production of all kinds, Conakry should be kept in evidence as the 
centre of endeavour in any attempt to do business with French Guinea. 


Ivory Coast 


As with other territories in West Africa, the Ivory Coast profited by the enhanced | 
prices secured towards the ends of 1918, and special endeavours were made to stimu- 
late production in 1919, and as this increased production secured the highest prices 
ever known, the results were an increased trade both in import and export. The 
total trade of the colony in the latter year was valued at 52,015,891 franes—an increase 
of 23,068,840 frances over 1918. Imports increased by 1,749,459 francs, and exports 
by 15,319,381 frances. 

The principal imports in 1919 as compared with 1918 are as follows: 


; 1919 1918 
Articles Value Value 
Francs Francs 
Cotton piece ee All MG tihe tae Mae’ bo et ii yi peak 4,624,129 4,745,317 
Mobaccowmin: leat: Serpe ae ee AO RS Slow eee neta ake 1,956,197 378,112 
Wines.. .. BES Re MAT. cote pid boro * AS ae Le 636,484 417,696 
Distilled liquors. B58 re WEEE Gey Re 613,489 197,293 
Soaps. )s. EMRE D., Penh ee® WARE Mohn tote tae hate 789,354 687,487 
Milk, condensed. VME oe Pees Bey ee ee ots duke 169,671 67,981 
LMMonbhee Aces La ee eer A Tae) Sore ETE 388,806 93,181 
Sugar. tity ernie WA Aer dR, yg cleitgl “thi ge 92,844 By ss) 
SEN ap oh SR tara, are FMM shee al te (Aone a gain 8 Baik 490,971 207,191 
Perfumery. . SOLS! ROA cA ee Pei 375,658 21 D.9 19 
Machines and machinery. Ne ee evel. (Cnt What nen re 587,782 172,797 
NetAInIMmanUlactures= perme eater) ary ae oh donno een 2,253,778 1,042,920 
Bs tMilGine at Cra lst aie ee ore tc Au roise eetks 352,013 88,145 
cher ANerchanGdises.24 .— ae aie wisi el) Geena: 10,198,362 7,361,842 


The principal increases in values recorded in 1919 were:—Machines and 
machinery, 414,985 francs; other metal goods manufactured, 1,210,849 frances; and 
building materials, 262,368 franes—nearly all in connection with the exploitation of 
the forests and palm-oil industry. Other lines showing increased values were: cotton 
piece goods, 78,812 frances; leaf tobacco, 1,578,085 frances; wines, 218,785 francs; 
whiskies and liquors, 1,838,547 frances; soap, 101,507 franes; condensed milk, 101,690 
frances; flour, 295,625 francs; salt, 290,780 francs; sugar, 41,575 francs; perfumery, 
$9,789 francs. The items in latter group represent the everyday purchases of the 
hae tn residents, as well as natives. 

Some of the principal exports from the Ivory Coast are shown in the following 
table, comparing exports for 1919 with those of 1918.. 


1919 1918 

Articles Value Value 
Francs Francs 

Pe leans a> oy ne cee Ske ok am 10,216,248 4,576,094 
PalnrekerneGl Sage, : <0 sten Polit Cote oe eee SA. Tk Nous 10,517,231 2,877,547 
Miah SAU an yet e Lack eaten aney ol dd « eee ake 3,422,391 3,003,956 
CUD GE a etks Mba: eit) eaie) MCR TT Rae ace asad ae. ke 381,460 1,245,625 
PGCOAL DCATESA :, voce) ates Pia Fa caer aM ere Palomas, Msc Cee tone 128155508 556,298 
EL iGe Seals «Toon She, ee, S| ae 173,428 8,514 
Cotton. Le TR oe eo ee Ge Pe 623,527 143,872 


Smoked fish. AP ea nie Swine eevee AOU 934,857 4,392 
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Increases in values of export are as follows: palm oil, 5,640,154 francs; palm 
kernels, 7,689,684 franes; mahogany, 418,485 frances; cocoa beans, 1,259,260 francs; 
hides, 164,914 francs; cotton, 479,655 francs; smoked fish, 30,265 francs; and coffee 
beans, 208,988 frances. The trade in coffee beans was growing before the war, and it is 
fully expected that it will develop to much larger proportions. 

Rubber exports dropped in value by 864,175 francs; kolas, 50,092 franes; and gold, 
powder and bars, 80,612 francs. The fall in kola from 1918 was due to the fact that 
there was no more shipping to the black troops in France and the Cameroons. 


IVORY COAST IMPORTS 


The imports from the United Kingdom were to the value of 11,442,361 francs in 
1919—an increase over 1918 of 2,126,269 francs. The percentage of total trade with 
the United Kingdom was 48.57—an increase from 27.42 per cent in 1918. The value 
cf imports from the United States was almost four times that of 1918—5,014,373 
francs against 1,874,278 francs, or 21.80 per cent of the total imports against 6 per 
cent for the previous year. ‘The percentage of total imports credited to Sweden is 
1.36 per cent, which is accounted for by an increase in value from 85,024 franes in 
1918 to 820,950 frances in 1919. Holland’s trade decreased from 338,348 francs in 1918 
to 115,442 franes in 1919. The balance of the imports is from other European 
countries, principally Spain and Italy. 

Cotton goods imported in 1919 represented in value 6, 545, 518 franes, of which 
I'ranee was credited with 613,291 franes, the United Kingdom with 5,556,545 frances, 
the United Siates with 176,136 francs, and Sweden with 160,252 francs. In tobaceos, 
which totalled in value 2,144,207 francs, the United States was credited with 1,885,907 
franes, the United Kingdom with 183,271 frances, and France and her colonies with 
65,551 franes. In whiskies and liquors, the United States shipped to a value of 
343,205 frances out of a total import value of 613,489 francs; the United Kingdom’s 
share was 132,431 francs: France, 62,970 francs; and Holland, 72,858 frances. France 
held the greater part of the import in wines, followed by Spain, the United Kingdom, 
and Italy. 

Condensed milk imports, which in 1919 were to a value of 169,671 frances, were 
from the United Kingdom (300,238 francs), Sweden (128,091 franes), France (22,577 
francs), the United States (15,589 francs). The value of salt was 497,971 franes, of 
which the United Kingdom was credited with 863,989 francs, and France with 117,848 
francs. Perfumery imports totalled in value 337,558 francs, of which 208,366 francs 
represented shipments from France; 155,205 frances from the United Kingdom; and 
14,087 francs from the United States. 

In machinery and machines, out of a total value of 587,782 francs, 308,606 franes 
were credited to France, 165,296 franes to the United Kingdom, and 103,983 franes 
to the United States. In iron and steel and metal manufactured goods, out of a total 
value of 2,258,778 francs, the United Kingdom shipped to a value of 1,229,986 francs, 
the United States 588,257 francs, and France 417,948 frances. In building material, 
the United Kingdom’s share was 175,582 francs, France 157,983 francs, and the United 
States 18,998 francs. 


SOME DETAILS OF IVORY COAST EXPORTS 


Looking through the statistics of exports from the French colonies, one iz struck 
with their methods of conserving trade within their own borders—that is, in the 
export of all their natural products to France or her colonies, unless there is a great 
deal more than they can handle to advantage, or which is not of real value to their own 
industries or provision manufacturers. In the case of the exports of the Ivory Coast, 
fully GO per cent are shipped to France. All hides, sheep and goat skins were exported 
direct to France, and all exports of cocoa beans, copra, resin, peppers, pigments, 
cotton, kapock and gold. Nearly the whole of the exports of ivory, valued at 52,224 
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francs, were to France, and the shipments of coffee were all to that country. In palm 
cil, the export to France was valued at 7,634,520 francs, out of a total of 10,216,248 
francs. Two-thirds of the kola exports were shipped to France, and in palm kernels 
more than half of a total of 10,517,231 frances. The exports to the United Kingdom 
represented 20 per cent of the total, and consisted mainly of palm kernels (3,640,852 
fyanes), palm oil (788,000 francs), and rubber (1,438,000 francs). The shipments of 
raw materials to the United States were in rubber principally, to a value of 1,858,800 
francs: while of the exports to Holland, valued at 3,108,000 francs, 10 per cent consisted 
of palm kernels and palm oil. 


PORTS OF THE IVORY COAST 


Grand Bassam is the principal port of the Ivory Coast, and exported in 1919, 
8,390,000 kilos of palm oil, out of a total of 11,761,000 kilos. Lahou is next in import- 
ance, with 2,199,000 kilos of palm oil; and other are Sassandra, Tabou, Assinie and 
Beribi. In palm kernels, Grand Bassam handled 12,486,000 kilos, out of a total 
export from the Ivory Coast of 16,489,000 kilos; and Lahou 2,248,000 kilos. In ecesa 
beans, Assinie is the leader with 398,341 kilos; Grand Bassam next with 277,519 kilos; 
avd Lahou third with 258,435 kilos. All hides and, cotton are shipped from Grand 
Bassam. In coffee, Assinie shipped 85,690 kilos out of the total of 109.834 kilos 
exported from the Ivory Coast. The values of produce exported from the several ports 
of the Ivory Coast were as follows: Grand Bassam, 21,104,000 franes; Lahou, 3,469,000 
franes; Assinie, 1,536,000 francs; Tabou, 1,334,000 franes; Sassandra, 880,000 francs; 
and Beribi, 98,000 frances. 

Grand Bassam handled imports to the value of 21,473,000 frances, out of a total 
of 23,537,000 francs. The other ports in order of importance are: Tabou, Sassandra, 
Lahou and Assinie. Many of the imports for other ports than Grand Bassam are 
unloaded there on account of the wharfage accommodation and other good conditions 
for handling freight, and from there are sent forward in coasting vessels. The 
number of ships calling at Grand Bassam during 1918 was 188, of which 73 were 
French and 73 British. There were 8 ships flying the United States flag, 10 Swedish, 
and 10 Norwegian. The French ships landed a total tonnage of 17,272 tons, and 
embarked 18,882 tons of freight; the 73 British ships landed 8,919 tons and embarked 
18,885 tons. 


DAHOMEY 


The French colony of Dahomey shared in the enhanced value of raw materials 
in 1919 and 1920. The figures of trade for 1920 are unavailable, but those for 1919 
are instructive as showing the possibilities for development in this as well as in other 
West African colonies. Dahomey made immense increases in both her imports and 
exports, and of course, while higher prices and exchange conditions helped largely in 
bringing about this result, there is the added satisfaction for this French colony, as 
her quantities of export increased considerably, showing, as with other parts of these 
territories, that the native is always prepared to make special efforts when the prices 
for his produce suit him. 


19:19 1918 Increase, 1919 
Francs Francs Francs 
TMPOLES. ace Se cee che, Meet sig tents oes 44,384,684 28,346,926 16,037,758 
XX TOLUSS tee ele (Cl Pate Sel 1 ane eee Tete 70,104,510 29,986,819 40,117,691 
Motalee  o.2) aioe can) te Eee eee ET ANA SO, LOA: 58,333,745 56,155,449 


Pre-war, the average annual trade of Dahomey was about 33,000,000 francs. 
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SOME OF THE PRINCIPAL IMPORTS INTO DAHOMEY 


Articles 


Flour. 


Cabin or pread Viscoieh ; 


Sucare. 

Tobacco, in leat. 
Sala. 

SORNOSS o ae 
Glassware. 
Cotton zoods.. 


Machines and machinery. 8 


Matches (boxes)) . 

Other material.. 
Dricdetish. | ae me 
Crayfish (smoked). hae 
Corn: as 
Copra. ae ah Ack 
Palm kernels. hbo 
COCOa Pea tieiae. 
WOtLTOMS DS an psiee 

Palm nwovleee, 


Flour. 4 

Cabin or bread biscuits. 
Sugar. 

Tobacco, in leaf. 

Salt. ae 

Soaps. i Rk AS 
Glassware. 

Cotton zoods. 


Machines and machinery. 


Other material. 

Dried fish... .. 
Crayfish (smoked). 
Corn. a 
Copra. é 

Palm kernels. 
Cocoa.. 

Palmvoil.;). 

Cotton we 


1919 
Value 
Francs 


336,474 


115,761. 


141,425 
5,451,025 
831,342 
233,591 
263,586 


9,009,174 


Para i argt 
930,088 
21,944,751 
1,040,343 
227,931 
9,817 
29,398 
45,188,505 
50,183 
381,256 


20,260,490 


Increase 
235,936 
110,454 
90,880 
4,033,547 
24,689 
61,250 
84,533 
815,980 
451,635 

7,598,020 


fF e:A0 1p 1) ve 
© 2.9 8) 6s 6. 
oe ee ee 


coe eee 


1918 
Value 
Francs 


100,538 
5,307 
50,545 
1,417,478 
584,493 
172,341 
179,053 
8,193,194 
248,839 
478,453 
14,346,727 
1,278,348 
264,629 
21,782 
Simo 
12,189,239 
7,774 
621,157 
13,690,478 
Decrease 


Or 
eee eee 
ole) e018) 
eee eae 
eee eee 
ee core 
eoce eee 
eececeee 
co eeee 


238,005 
36,698 
11,965 
5 T,19T 


eos eee 
ie fe. “6: 10 6 xe. 


239,901 


As with the other French Colonies, the great bulk of palm oils and kernels, which 
represent 95 per cent of Dahomey’s export trade, have been shipped to France, just 
about 75 per cent of 1919 shipments going to the parent country. The United States 
took 1,500 tons, and Holland 3,500 tons. 


PERCENTAGE OF DAHOMEY’S TRADE 


‘ 


Countries Values in 1919 Percent Valuein 1918 Per cent 
Hrancenae 33,827,610 29-60 28,547,692 48.93 
United Kingdom. , : 34,583,143 30-00. 15,085,896 25-86 
United “States’. o... 14,382,275 12.5 3,684,673 6-31 
Nigeria.. Mey sane 7,563,941 6-16 4,888,910 8.38 
™NOZO. siamese 5,195,627 8.95 


4,584,921 4-0 


PORTS OF DAHOMEY 


The leading ports in Dahomey are Cotonou, Ouidah, Grand-Popo, Porto-Novo and 
Anthiense. 

In 1919, Cotonou handled in exports 54,054,785 kilos of palm kernels, out of a 
total of 68,982,070 kilos, and in palm oil, 16,071,064 kilos out of a total of 22,511,655 
kilos. In point of value of export trade the other ports are placed as follows: Grand- 
Popo, Ouidah, and Porto-Nova. 

In imports, Cotonou handled in value of 33,010,867 francs out of a total of 
44,384,684 frances. Next in order in the value of imports handled are: Porto-Novo, 
7,187,701 francs; Grand-Popo, 3,268,172 franes; and Ouidah, 683,581 francs. Conges- 
tion at the port of Cotonou during 1919 is the reason for the greater figures of Porto- 
Novo; but normally Cotonou is the great centre for both export and import. 


WEST AFRICA AND ITS OPPORTUNITIES FOR CANADIAN TRADE 57 


SHIPPING IN DAHOMEY 


The total number of ships calling at Cotonou were 114. Of these 51 were English, 
47 French, 6 Americaan, and 4 Norwegian. The aggregate tonnage of the 47 French 
ships. was 119,576, as compared with 109,181 tons for 51 British, which handled 
8,473 tons of freight valued at 22,877,371 francs, as compared with 6,550 tons valued 
at 7,984,262 francs. The six American ships of an aggregate of 13,795 tons landed 
1,593 tons, valued at 3,053,836 francs. This will give some idea of the cost of exchange 
to Dahomey. The British ships carried away 52,948 tons, as compared with 20,710 
tons in the French ships. 


FRENCH WEST AFRICAN QUANTITY EXPORTS FOR THE YEAR 1920 


For the purpose of submitting particulars re French West African exports during 
the past three years, the following table is submitted :— 


Produce exported Quantity 1920 1919 1918 
(Eheonohayel sages aha Ke ag oe a 3 ANI! 238,872! 173,577 106,853 
CLOUNGEnUtS wSelLeGe | sun eeu meen nea 47,507 75,413 13,734 
Bald Keriuels (26 iia) ac. sf) sree eed 49,160 101,880 37,765 
ELCs STAINS eke oe ee een. Be ee ames 536 463 233 
BESAMO STAIN Gs!) coer oie. Rin sees ae 444 483 8 016) 
ODP Ack 6d colts. cde iene! yo Nee Oe td  ee e 103 99 141 
ZEIT OLR: e082 OS Aaa hl sean ese ees 20,394 35,0'75 11,755 
GEOUnNG: Nutella ec ese Cee ee 306 3825 ao ae 
SEAT DUtLCI ZS, cut ac srk cece om 256 201 1183 
INCATOW WOO sn seer ete eae eee OLeLS 53,106 34,961 Spoil 
Opa WOOdS'. 110s o)) tk on 2 ene ee Tg 7,909 1,268 67 
CUM ATADIC Math tule des ph ee OES nd tet 5,423 3,144 
CM CODAL A.) a a ee. Ste ee een ean 145 126 38 
EU CIa its. ic Sek «eels Ad he: ene mags 770 813 sa2 
CHOV CRN bia, «1 ohne sia) peel asad ae ones 18 60 138 
(SOCOA rar. ace os st. chase haw cle ana ace 1,049 984 427 
Cone reer” At > Pg RR) ae Cee 19 112: 30 
PU SNUOIUES v8 Wa, 01 ree chee Lae cox ke eee 105 48 22 
MODACO che siscia, BE Ac oc, tn thank Gin eee ae 27 62) 20 
VOL ee eee ha et Panel Oe aivene ene rere 694 1,146 , (52 
Oct Maries 42. ONE as ead 396 635 701 
EA WOKS aa, oto acl nossa cl shy ocoue ca One ae cs 5 132 80: 
BSTC OT, og aco) bo.) nis Oe tne Cae eee ee alahés 119 65 
ania te oldad: NOR Bo ide See 267 210 169 
Toned, BUTS. -. A f.60 Gala es 685 383 Pagers 
Salteye ia. | tke CA Mee Uh oa eee Ree 582 1,402 1,257 
COU re sar ta. teh way ss ty RELL ee 118 187 676 
atten, scWraa. bcstke oaks los De ee eee acl 10,120 380,865 31,881 
ISHCOD Mig sk cattle cre! ttn Te oe Soe 61,860 39,863 64,9:22 
PET ICOS RTE a ate told: omen tcl wa ty i OEE SO TNS WATS 2,076 2,447 
SIRLIISPA ene i 1s cate Slee ar ciety tof | se reared 513 218 216 
WNGEE LY Sleds AG Syste Sle Mle ocll SMy eenae 22:1 221 3316 
TOMO Wiese or oe ace lualaash et cel eye hosed a eine neem 14 lal 6 
OIE he oa reece ioe, ba) ae OL 5 5 1 
Driedeor salted fish. (3.0, lees noe ae 846 1,114 1,814 


WHOM SLOG «ods. uct taiates mbes pets) setmaeds, Cee es 276 2163 343 


The complete list of exports is not shown, but the total tonnage for 1920 is 
approximately . 420,000, of which seventeen-twentieths are in oil products of some 
kind; two-twentieths, or slightly over, are for wood export; and the numerous other 
lines are included in a little less than one-twentieth part of the total exports. The 
bulk of this export shows that French West Africa must depend on oil or fat exports 
for her bulk trade. 

Ground nuts form a shade over two-thirds of the total exports, and the greater 
portion of these is from the Senegal colony. Of the two exports in ground nuts in 
sheJls, and shelled, there is a total increase of 37,000 tons over 1920. On the other 
hand, the palm kernel and palm oil exports dropped in large quantity. The quan- 
tities in 1919 were of course abnormal. The 1920 figures show that in kernels the 
exports are back to average. 
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Tt will be noticed that there is a big increase in export of wood. Most of this . 
is from the Ivory Coast, which has been very active in lumbering since 1919. Pro- 
duction has also increased in several of the special grains, butter fats as well as 
indigo. Decreases are shown in several articles, more especially in hides. 

The average annual exports in oil, nuts, kernels or’ grain, for all the French 
colonies, totalled for the five years 1915 to 1919, 247,267 tons, and for 1920, 336,636 
tons—an increase of 89,369 tons over 1919. Oil exports—which include palm oil, 
pea-nut oil, and shear butter fat—totalled 20,956 tons in 1920—an increase of 760 
tons over the average annual for the five-year period 1915 to 1919. In the lesser 
exports the 1920 figures are approximately 16,000 tons—11,000 tons less than the 
annual average for the five-year period 1915 to 1919. Foodstuffs show a great 
decline from 7,159 tons, average annual, to 113 tons. There is a drop in animals of 
about 4,000 tons. 

The exports for 1920 of all the French colonies were 108,000 tons better than the 
annual average of the five-year term, 1915-19, the total being 420,000 tons. 


RAILWAY DEVELOPMENT IN FRENCH WEST AFRICA 


The programme for future development in railway construction in French West 
Africa covers a period of twenty-five years. It is intended to build about 3,025 kilo- 
metres of railway, in three constructional groups. The first group, which is most 
urgently required, is for 850 kilometres; the second will consist of 1,675 kilometres; 
and the third, 500 kilometres. It is proposed to build the first group in eight years, 
the second in the following ten years, and the third in the following seven years. 
The material to be used will be of the French standard, the rails weighing 26 kilo- 
grammes to the metre. 

Part of the requirements up to the year 1924 are as follows: 27 locomotives, 
7 dining cars, 52 passenger cars (mostly second and third class), 220 freight cars of 
various patterns. Blue prints for all locomotives and rolling stock may be secured 
in France only, and application for the same must be made to the Minister of 
Colonies. While it is the rule to insist on all railway and public works requirements 
being made, or purchased, in France, when they cannot be produced n the colony 
itself, exception to the rule is sometimes made, but only on the order of the Minister 
of Colonies. 


Illustrations of Articles in Demand in West Africa 


PATTERNS OF ENAMELWARE SOLD IN WEST AFRICA 


The enamelware trade on the West Coast of Africa is very large indeed and is 
well worth cultivating. Pre-war the Germans held the bulk of the trade and are 
again offering in quantity. The secret of the success of the German exporters is tnat 
they hold reserve stocks, so that they are able to make immediate shipment on receipt 
of orders. They never duplicate numbers on cases in shipments to any one mark, 
and their invoicing is such that they never have to open a case to find out what it 
contains. This, of course, is of great value to the Coast distributing houses, for their 
shipments inland or along the river stations. A decided advantage to the manufac- 
turers as regards shipments to West Africa, is the fact that there is a limited amount 
of assorting in cases. Many shipments are ordered so that they contain all one shape 
of different sizes, which of course can be nested. A fair number of the indents call 
for three or four patterns assorted in a case, and a limited number for a full assort- 
ment of patterns. 

For the Gold Coast and Nigeria, with the exception of an odd district, white 
enamel, inside and outside, with blue border, is the staple article. There is some sale 
for solid colours outside and white inside, and a limited sale for all greys or blue 
marbled effect, inside and out. This applies to French territories, except Senegal! 
and the French Cameroons. 
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The bowl shown in illustration No. 1, is a very big seller; it is known as a 
“cash bowl.” Manufacturers when estimating on this line for export, may take into 
consideration that if successful they may depend on big quantity orders. The sizes 
sold are from 10 cm. to 30 cm., but the bulk trade is from 10 to 18 em. 

The pattern shown as No 2, is known on the Coast as a “pudding bowl,” and is 
sold in large quantities. All sizes from 10 cm. to 24 em. are stocked. 

The dish shown in illustration No. 3,is known as a “taper pan,” and while some- 
times stocked in extra sizes, the big sellers are 10-inch by 2-inch and 12-inch by 24-inch. 

The deep bowl pattern, with cover and two side handles, shown as No. 4, is a fair 
selling line. The smallest size stocked is a 16 cm.; other sizes up to 30 em. are sold. 

The deep bowl shown as illustration No. 5 is a very large seller. Note the 
slightly curved top. These bowls are sometimes sold in solid colours outside; the white 
in and out is, however, the big seller. They are used for many purposes, and on 
market days are used as holders for head loads. They are stocked from 28 em. to 50 
cm. The best selling sizes are from 24-inch to 30-inch. ' 

The pattern shown in illustration No. 6 is one of the best jug patterns sold, and 
is stocked in all sizes from 1 to 6 pints. The 2 and 4 pints are the best sellers. There 
is a better opportunity to quote for colours in jugs than on the bowls, for the outside 
only. 

There is a fair sale for bowls in what is known as the “foot” pattern, shown as 
No. 7. While sometimes stocked in all sizes up to 30 em., the best selling sizes are 
10 to18 cm. In these patterns there is a better market for the blue mottled or marbled 
effect, and solid colours—brown, blue and green—than on the plain bowl. 

Another “foot” pattern is the basin shown in illustration No. 8. This is. fairly 
popular and lends itself to the marbled effect and solid colours. The inside must, 
however, be white. The two best selling sizes are 13-inch and 18-inch. 

The best selling pattern in tea pots is shown in No. 9. The all white, with the 
blue border, and the marble effect and solid colours are sold in tea pots, and there is 
a sale for the floral designs. The best selling sizes are the 1%, 2? and 34 pints. 

The bordered eifects shown on illustrations Nos. 10 and 11 are in some districts 
tairly good selling lines. They may be in any of several colours, and are always on a 
white ground work. 

The bucket, with foot, as shown in illustration No. 12 is a good selling line. The 
sizes In most request are in 10, 11, 12 and 18 inches. There is also a market for the 
bucket with a cover. There is a good sale for a bucket without foot. 

The chamber as illustrated under No. 13, and one with somewhat straighter lines 
but curved top, are the best selling patterns. ‘Chambers are sold by the thousands. 
They are used by the native for many purposes and are always in evidence in or 
outside their tents or houses, and when on trek by land or as deck passengers in steam- 
ships are attached to the outside of head loads or chop boxes. They are stocked from 
18 em. to 30 em. The best selling sizes are 10 and 12 inches. 


GRANITE ENAMELWARE 


In the granite enamelware for cocking purposes, there is a very large sale. Some 
of the best patterns are shown in the illustrations. The double saucepan shown as 
No. 14 is a good seller in West Africa. This is a seamed saucepan, and is imported 
with a tin cover. Several sizes are sold, but 6 by 6 is most in demand. The usual 
shipment is in eases of 3 dozen. 

The plain, tin cover saucepan, illustrated under No. 15, is a good selling line. 
It is sometimes stocked from 2 to 12 quarts. The 2, 3, 4, and 6 quarts are the best 
sellers. Size 4 quarts measures 7? by 44 inches. 

The same pattern in saucepans as No. 15 is illustrated as No. 16. This is some- 
times called “kettle” pattern. This style of handle is much more popular than the 
straight hollew handle. This line is a big seller. There are more of the larger sizes 
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sold in this number than in No. 15. Sizes 4, 6, 8 and 10 quarts are good sellers. Sizes 
6 and 8 quarts are the best. This line has a tin cover. 

The convex-shaped pot, also known as a “kettle,” illustrated under No. 17, is in 
good demand. This pot is without seams and has a tin cover. It is sold in three 
sizes—12, 16 and 20 quarts. The measurement of the 16-quart size is 113 by 84 


inches. 
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There is a good sale for a granite oval dish pan, seamless, with handles as illus- 
trated under No. 18. Size 184 by 144 by 44 inches. The larger sizes are the sellers. 
These are usually imported cased in one or two dozen lots. 

In the graniteware kettles, illustration No. 19—a seamed kettle—shows a good 
selling line. The covers on these kettles are usually enamelled. They are stocked in 
2, 3, 4, 5, 7 and 8 quarts. Sizes 2 to 5 quarts are the best sellers. The sizes, 3, 4 
and 5 quarts are 8$ inches, 8? inches and 94 inches... They are usually packed in 
eartons of one dozen and cased according to order. 

There are two patterns of coffee pots sold on the West African Coast. These are 
shown as illustrations Nos. 20 and 21. Both are ordered with either tin or enamel 
covers. They are stocked by some firms in 1, 13, 2, 3 and 4 quarts. The sizes 14, 2 
and 38 quarts are the best selling sizes. 
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Another good selling line in granite cooking ware is a soup stockpot with heavy 
re-tinned cover, as shown in illustration No. 22. These are sold in 3%, 42, 6 and 9 
gallon sizes. The 6-gallon size measures 13 by 124 inches. 

A granite chamber pail, in sizes 10 and 12 quarts, seamed, with enamel cover as 
shown in illustration No. 23, is a fair seller. These are usually packed in half-dozen 
cartons. 


ALUMINIUM WARE 


There is a fair sale for polished aluminium ware, in saucepans, stewpots and stew- 
pans. 3 

A good selling aluminium ware saucepan ig shown in illustration No. 24, and is 
sold in 54, 52 and 64-inch sizes. Another type of light quality is shown in illustration 
No. 25. This pattern and quality is stocked in sizes 44, 5, 54, 6 and ‘-inch sizes. 
Somewhat similar to the No. 25 saucepan, but of stronger quality, is shown in illustra- 
tion No. 26. This is stocked in 5, 6, and 7-inch sizes. 

The pattern shown in illustration No. 27 is known as a milk boiler. The 4-inch 
size which is imported is of a light-weight quality. There is also an import of a 
stronger quality in sizes 5, 6, and 7-inch. 

A stewpot, with side handles, as shown in illustration No. 28, is a fair seller. It 
is usually stocked in the 7 and 8-inch sizes. 

A stewpan, with and without covers, as shown in illustration No. 29, is carried in 
the light and strong qualities of this ware. The light quality has a sight mouthpiece 
and is stocked in sizes 5, 6, 7 and 8-inch. The stronger quality is exactly the shape 
of the illustration, and is usually stocked in 64 and 8-inch sizes. There is some import 
of 42, 54, 74 and 9-inch. 

There is a considerable import of a heavy tinned steel, deep stewpan, and cover, 
as shown in illustration No. 80. The sizes stocked are 5, 6, 7 and 8-inch. These stew- 
pans are seamless. 


- STEEL FRYING PANS 


There is some sale for steel frying pans. The pattern illustrated under No. 31 has 
an inside polish, with iron handle. There is a sale for the same pan with a nickel 
handle. The sizes stocked are usually from 18 to 28 em. Some importers stock this 
in larger sizes. 

The pattern shown as No. 32: has a tubular iron handle, and is sometimes stocked 
with a tubular nickel handle. The inside is polished finish. 

There is some sale for the pan illustrated as No. 33. This is sold in three styles, 
the black pan with polished wooden handle; the polished interior finish with wooden 
handle; and (a small sale) the same article with a polished wooden handle, nickel 
socket. The sizes are usually 20 to 32 cm. 


GALVANIZED BUCKETS 


Galvanized water and stock pails, as illustrated in group No. 34, are all sellers. 
The lines shown as 34 A, and 34 B, do not pack for export as well as the pattern shown 
as 84 C, and 384 D. They are imported in two weights, heavy and extra heavy. They - 
are usually stocked in the 14-inch size, although there is some import of the 10-inch, 
12-inch, 16-inch, 18-inch, and sometimes 20-inch sizes. 

One of the best selling lines is a plain galvanized bucket. The demand is for a 
strong, durable, seamed sided bucket, and the bucket shown as illustration No. 35, 
with pressed ears, fluted vails and wired bottom, is a good selling line. Something 
in a standard design and which will pack to advantage, as shown in illustration No. 
36, is sure to find a. good market. These are imported in different districts in different 
sizes, ‘The standard sizes are 11, 12, 13 and 14-inch diameter of top. 
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LANTERNS AND LAMPS 
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In addition to lanterns, particulars of which have already been noted, there is a 
big sale of coal oil lamps, known as “well,” or “wall” lamps. 

The lamps illustrated under the numbers 37 and 88 give a fair idea of the type 
of metal lamp used in West Africa. There is a very good sale for this type of lamp 
or something similar. The smaller lamp is sold in two-size burners, #-inch and 1-inch. 
The larger illustration is for a duplex burner. 

There is a very good demand for acetylene lamps. The lantern type illustrated 
under No. 39 is a fairly popular lamp. Canadian manufacturers producing any 
acetylene lantern that would replace this style, should try the West African market. 
There is a great tendency towards the use of acetylene lamps of all kinds. 

For household purposes, there is a good demand for a serviceable household 
acetylene table lamp. ‘The lamps illustrated under Nos. 40 and 41, will give some 
idea of the type which is in demand. 


IRON AND BRASS BEDSTEADS 


The wire bedstead import is one of some volume, and which has large possibilities. 
The bed that will sell best is a combination three-piece bedstead—that is, the head 
end, foot end, and spring with metal frame. 
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Illustration No. 42 gives a clear idea of the kind of bed. This is an all-iron 
bedstead. The patterns may vary, some manufacturers specialising on galvanised 
springs and others on coppered and lacquered spring mesh, to prevent rusting. The 
bed shown as No. 42, is imported in sizes 6 feet by 6 inches by 2 feet 6 inches, 3 feet 


and 3 feet 6 inches. On account of the very general use of mosquito nets, there is a 


growing demand for a bed 7 feet long, as it 1s claimed that this serves as a great pro- 
tection to the net. In height, these single beds are found satisfactory, at a rise of 
90 inches from floor, with a 16-inch to top for the head end, and for the foot end a 
rise of 6 inches. 

27164—5 
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The bed shown in illustration No. 48, is in big demand. All Europeans use the 
mosquito netting and many natives are learning its value. This type of bed, if 
offered in 7 foot lengths, would create a good market. The pillars are 6 feet 6 inches 
from the floor to the curtain rod. 

Some manufacturers offer detachable net attachments, such as shown in illustra- 
tion No. 44. These are made 4-inch and 32-inch uprights. Any such attachment 
must be made to fit the manufacture of special sizes or the standard size beds. 

There is a sale, of course, for a more taney bed, with brass ornaments. The 
illustrations Numbers 45 and 46 are for the purpose of showing some of the designs 
which are imported for this «lass of trade. No attention need be paid to the inverted 
sides, which are a specialty of one English manufacturer. These faney beds are 
often finished in green or brown, as well as the japanned black. Jn illustration No. 46 
the faney pattern in head and foot pieces is brass, and in No. 45 the top rods and 
tops are brass. Many of the double beds are imported, 4 feet and 4 feet 6 inches. 

There is some import in the fancy beds, in the four-poster with rods for mosquito 
nets. Some of these are very fancy designs, such as Persian patterns enamelled in 
reds, greens, yellows, ete., in one pattern on the posts and end pieces. The sale is 
limited. 

There is a limited import of round and square tube all-brass bedsteads. These 
are usually different in upright size of end pieces. The most standard size in these 
is, height of head end 55 inches, and foot end, 44 inches. 


MINING TOOLS 


The illustrations Nos. 48 and 49 are for the purpose of showing the pattern of 
shovels used in the gold mines in West Africa. The pattern shown in illustration 
No. 48 is the one in more general use, and there is only a limited import of the shovel 
shown as No. 49. Details as to these imports are shown in the review of imports, 
page 67. 

In pickaxes, the largest import is on patterns shown in illustration No. 50. There 
is a fair import. of the pickaxes shown as No. 51, and some import of No. 52. 

The crowbar, with claw, all cast steel, as shown in illustration No. 53, is the one 
in general use. The import is not in big quantity. an 

The mines import in fair quantity a hammer as shown in illustration No. 54. 
There are three sizes imported—4, 6 and 8 pounds. There is also an import of a 
similar hammer, bevelled edge in 4-pound size. There is fair import of the pattern 
shown in illustration No. 55. The quarry hammer shown as No. 56 is imported in 
sizes 12 and 14-pounds. In riveting hammers, the pattern shown in No. 57 is. the 
one universally used. Another Coast steel hammer, known as Engineers’ “round pin,” 
shown as No. 58, is imported in fair quantity. The pattern known as “head” hammer, 
shown in illustration No. 59, is also imported in fair quantities. 

Quotations confined to patterns as illustrated will, with the exception of sma!l 
quantities in other patterns, cover the general demand in hammers of this type. 

Tor the ordinary carpenter hammer, the claw hammer and handle as shown in 
illustration No. 60 is the best seller. This is a general line of import, and is usually 
stocked in four sizes. 

In hatchets there is a very good import, and of several styles. The best selling 
pattern of hatchet and handle is shown in illustration No. 61. It is usually imported 
in the bright and blued finish, and in three sizes. 

Particulars regarding axes have already been submitted. The best selling pattern 
is shown as No. 62. 
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In spanners and wrenches, the four best selling lines are shown in illustration: 
under Group No. 63. They are sold in all sizes. The “Clyburn” pattern is of course 
a big seller. 


i 


o. ‘ 


Hasps and staples are sold in big numbers. The smaller sizes are used for many 
purposes other than the usual door requirements. They are stocked in all sizes from 
3-inch, 34-inch, 4-inch, 44-inch, 5-inch, 6-inch and ‘7-inch over all. The demand for 
galvanized finish is large; there is also a good sale for the japanned and bright finish. 
There is a small sale for electro-finish in small sizes. 

Hasps and staples are usually packed 1 dozen to a cardboard box. The sale price 


is usually quoted by the gross. The patterns shown in illustrations Nos. 64 and 65, 
are suitable for the West African market. 


Automatic spring padlocks are imported in large quantity. There is a good 
sale for the self-locker. The iron gray or black japanned finish is popular. The 
prices are usually quoted in dozens, but the supply is nearly always in gross. There 
is a big sale in the small sizes, although all sizes are stocked. 

Two popular patterns are shown in illustrations Nos. 66 and 67. There is a 
sale for iron padlocks. Some lines are supplied with two keys, others only one. 

There is a sale for padlocks fastened to cards. The card packing lends itself to 
the polished brass padlock in the smaller sizes; an illustration of this packing is shown 
under No. 68. This card shows one pattern only, but there are many kinds sold. It 
is not essential that the keys be made with fancy bows as shown; plain will do. 
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There is a good sale for all kinds of till locks, box locks and cupboard or furniture 
locks. A stamped brass plate lever lock, suitable for boxes, is a good seller. Illus- 
tration No. 69 shows a type of lock which sells well. They are usually stocked in 
13-inch, 2-inch, 23-inch, and 38-inch sizes. 

The lock shown in illustration No. 70, is a cupboard lock. The key hole is cut 
two ways so as to be suitable for a cupboard or drawer. These locks are often supplied 
with three or more keys. The prices are nearly always quoted by the gross. They 
are stocked in 14-inch, 2-inch, 24-inch and 2#-inch size. There is also a good import 
of a similar lock a little lighter in construction, in one size only, 24-inch. 

Another style of chest lock sold in fair quantity is shown in illustration No. 71. 
This is a light-finished iron lock, with riveted cap and two brass wheels. The sizes 
stocked are 38-inch, 34-inch and 4-inch. 

A latch lock, known as a “rim latch,” is sold in fair numbers. Illustration No. 
2 is the usual stock size, 44 inches. The case is fancy steel finish. ‘The bolts and 
flush slide are brass. It is always sold complete with screws. 

The best selling bolt for general use is the “tower bolt,” shown in illustration 
No. 78. It is a heavy made bolt and solid end and black japanned finish. There is 
also a good sale for a similar bolt galvanized. Departments specializing in hardware 
stock all sizes from 3 inches to 10 inches and a 12-inch bolt. There is also a sale for 
the barrel bolt, as shown in No. 74. Stocked in the same sizes. 

Another bolt finding a good sale is the brass socket bolt, with iron shoot. These 
are stocked in two widths, g-inch and 1$-inch, in sizes 2 inches, 24 inches, 3 inches, 
4 inches, 5 inches and 6 inches. There is some stock carried in a width 14-inch in 
sizes 34 inches, 4 inches, 5 inches and 6 inches. This type of bolt is shown in illus- 
tration No. 75. In addition, there is imported into West Africa a brass knob cupboard 
bolt, some straight and some necked. 

There is a small import of all brass bolts, usually in three sizes only, 3 inches, 
34 inches and 4 inches. There is a limited import of a strong square spring bolt, sold 
in several widths from 34-inch to 1-inch, and of course in all lengths. 

Tee hinges in the extra light pattern, as shown in illustration No. 76, are sold 
in both black japanned and galvanized finish. These are seldom stocked above a 
14-inch size. They are sold in sizes 4, 6, 8, 10, 12 and 14 inches. 

The Scotch T patterns of the heavier make are as shown in illustration No. 77. 
These are stocked from 6 to 24 inches, rising 2 inches. Japanned are sold; but more 
of the galvanized. There is also a considerable sale of the plain iron T hinge. 

There is a big sale for butt hinges in the bright finish, and in the electro-brassed 
finish. The latter are usually stocked in sizes 14 inches, 2 inches, 24 inches and 
3 inches. The iron bright finish are stocked in sizes 1 to 5 inches, rising in 43-inch 
and size 6 inches. 
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The cranked pattern hinge is shown in illustration No. 78, and the lock joint 
hinge in illustration No. 79. The latter pattern is also sold in the all-brass hinge. 
This is stocked in sizes 1 by 4-inch, 2 by 1-inch, 24 by 14-inch, and 3 by 14-inch. The 
bright rolled steel back-flap hinge is illustrated in No. 80. The sizes are from 1 to 
24 inches, rising +-inch and the 3-inch size. 

Illustration No. 81 shows the type of platform weighing machines used in West 
Africa. Practically all the weighing is in bulky sacks, and a wide back rail and 
moving platform is required. There are, of course, many other patterns on the market. 
The portable scale is the big seller. It must be strong; all the larger sizes are mounted 
on four wheels. It is only the smali sizes that have the two wheels. 

Native iron pots are imported in big quantities. Some districts insist on a pot 
without legs; but the big sale is for legs, as shown in illustration No. 82. The price 
is usually quoted by the ewt. (112 pounds). They are imported in all sizes, from a 
quarter-gallon up. Some come without covers, some with flat covers, and some with 
raised covers. 
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Steel sheet trunks are the only trunks which have any length of life in West 
Africa, and they are imported in big quantities. They, of course, vary considerably in 
design and quality.. The high-class trunk, plain inside, lock-trunk, as illustrated in 
No. 83, is a big seller. There is also a sale for the pattern shown as illustration No. 
84. This trunk, as will be noted, has special clips, which bind the lid closely on to 
the body of the trunk. ; 

Another good selling pattern is shown in illustration No. 85. It is sold in all 
sizes from 14 to 30 inches. rising 2 inches. In the better grades they are sold in sizes 
94 to 36 inches, rising 2 inches. There is some sale for a 21-inch. The standard 
measurements for. a 30-inch trunk are 80 by 174 by 10 inches. They are usually 
finished in japanned black. or dark olive green, and sometimes in a nut mottled pattern. 

The pattern illustrated in No. 86 is a favourite trunk with the natives. This is 
a cheap line compared with the other lines illustrated. It is stocked from 14 to 30- 
inch, rising 2-inches. The finish is usually japanned oak or mahogany, or colours. 
What appears as a white stripe in the illustration must be gold bands. The lid must 
have the two moulds as illustrated, and the pattern is a rising sun which must be in 
gold. 

The trunk shown in illustration No. 87 is another good selling pattern for the 
native trade. The body is printed in two bright fancy colours, and the bands are gold. 
The lock must be brass. . 

There is a very big sale of oval bonnet boxes. In the pattern shown in illustratioa 
No. 88, they are stocked from 10 to 18-inch rising 2-inch. The finish is sometimes 
assorted colours—oak, black, Olive green, and all jJapanned. Locks are sometimes 
quoted with the box. The band effect is nearly always finished in gold. 

Illustration No. 89 is for a lighter weight box. The sale for this pattern is not 
as good as for No. 88. These are sometimes stocked in the larger sizes up to 24-inch. 
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ANIMAL OR VERMIN TRAPS 


There is a big import of animal traps into West Africa. This square jaw trap 
is the best seller, but there is some sale for the round jaw trap. 

All traps are quoted to include the chain. The packing varies: some district: 
import in 25-dozen lots, but the greater is in 50-dozen lots, packed in very strong cases. 
Hach trap is marked with its size. All sizes are stocked and the following sizes are 
fairly standard :— 


Size No. 0 ik 2 4 5 6 (é 8 
Mengethy Oversea A. o..0) (ieee nemo 5 ee AC) ANOS teil! hit 12% 13% 14% 15-inch 
Length of jaws... 3k 33 33 4 Ps 5) 5S 86 F 6-inch 


The 4, 5 and 6-inch jaws sizes are the the largest sellers, but all sizes are stocked. 
The traps should be well oiled before shipping. In some districts traps with teeth 
are forbidden. The pegs for trap 12-inch sizes are included in the quotation for the 
trap. ‘There is some sale for extra pegs and chains. Illustrations Nos. 90 and 91 
show the type of trap in use. 


WEST AFRICA AND ITS OPPORTUNITIES FOR CANADIAN TRADE 13 


BRUSHWARE 


Enough has already been conveyed to inform exporters of paint brushware as to 
the requirements of West Africa. : 

The patterns imported in scrub brushes are limited to about four patterns, which 
are illustrated under Nos. 97, 98, 99 and 100. The import is mostly in what is termed 
a Union fibre, and the medium size. There is also an import of what is termed Bass 
and Bassim fibre. The prices are quoted by the dozen. 

There is, of course, an import of nail, cloth and shoe brushes. 


VEHICLES 


With the exception of motor cars and lorries, the only vehicle imported into 
West Africa is a wagon for transporting merchandise in and about the ‘Coast towns 
and cities by hand labour. 

The type of wagon required is shown in illustration No. 101. ‘This wagon is 
nearly always imported without the rim. The approximate measurements are: length 
92 inches, width 6 inches, height 387 inches, wheels (front) 30 inches, rear 36 inches, 
width of tyre 3 inches, weighing about 780 pounds. ‘They are built to carry a maxi- 
mum load of 30 ewt. Prospective exporters should keep in mind the perfect season- 
ing required on account of use in a tropical climate. 

These wagons are packed for export in the k.d.s. The type illustrated occupies in 
space for six wagons approximately 264 cubic feet, and weighs 2 tons 6 ewt. 


How to Secure Business in West Africa 


The first consideration as regards West African imports is not so much in respect 
to the general imports of these colonies, but more especially as to the lines on which 
Canada should have a competitive chance. For that reason no general tables of 
imports have been submitted. Details are given on all lines when it is considered that 
Canadian exporters have, or should have, a chance. To the manufacturers or shippers 
of any of these articles, who read this report, and who are convinced that they can meet 
the conditions required, it is essential that a firm resolution be made to follow up the 
first attempt. As already shown, the trade up to now is well worth while, and it will 
grow very much more. The indentors in West Africa are strong for trade with 
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Canada, not only in products which may be distinctively ‘North American in origin 
but on any line in which Canada is competitive in price and may be depended on for 
prompt and regular shipments. 

The necessity for a firm resolution is twofold: first, because it will require a con- 
tinuity of endeavour for some time to secure business; and secondly, because so many 
Canadian manufacturers who are more than keen when business is dull in Canada, 
have the bad habit, when ‘busy on home trade, of dropping all endeavours overseas, 
and often go so far as not to reply to correspondence. 

Let those manufacturers or shippers consider for a moment what it means to the 
import merchant overseas who, in all confidence, has ordered certain goods, with the 
idea that approximately they will be delivered at about a certain time. That time 
arrives, no goods to hand and no communication to explain the reason; he may cable— 
and we have known cases where even. these were not acknowledged. The result is 
that Canada as a whole receives a set-back as an exporting country. 

In almost every effort to obtain an opening on the West African Coast, it will be 
necessary to send catalogues, price lists, labels and samples, when possible, to several 
centres in West Africa, with a letter of advice that similar information has been 
passed on to the parent house in England or France, and when sending the duplicate 
information to the parent house, it should be advised as to the centres in West Africa 
where these have been distributed. : 

There are a few of the leading firms doing business in, West Africa who prefer to 
have the duplicate information sent on to headquarters in England, from which they 
will undertake to distribute to their several centres in West Africa. This suggestion 
chould be followed, but on account of the conditions of doing business in West Africa, 
31 is also advisable to send catalogues, labels and price lists to at least a few of the 
Coast distributing centres; but samples, when these are sent, should be shipped to the 
parent house only. 

The buyers or agents of all firms in West Africa come to England once a year— 
in fact all Europeans must return, as a stay of eighteen months at one stretch is 
exceptional and not conducive to good health or (in the long run) to good work. 
During the agent’s stay in England, he is in close touch with the home buying depart- 
ments, and it would be advisable to have him familiarized with mformation on the 
exporting capabilities of any house that desires to take up this business. It is just 
possible also that the home buyer for some reason might make up his mind that a 
certain line could not find a market in West Africa, while, on the other ‘hand, the 
man on the spot might have another opinion and be prepared to order ‘at least a trial 
shipment. . 

Some Canadian firms, profiting by their experience in. other fields, will perhaps be 
keen to send representatives to the West African Coast. As already explained in this 
report, representation on the West African Coast under certain conditions would 
indeed be of -great value, but for success from this point of view, representation in 
England would be of much more value. 

With some doubt, yet strong in the hope and faith that the lessons of the past six 
years may have had some effect on at least Canadian human nature, this opportunity 
is taken to suggest the necessity for a getting together on the part of Canadian 
exporters, for co-operation in representation. If some such arrangement could be 
made whereby every possible exporter could be represented in England, there is a great 
deal more than the West African business which could be canvassed, and canvassed 
suceesstully, on behalf of Canadian export trade. If it is not possible to organize in 
this way, so that all Canadian samples could be shown under the one roof, with say 
two or more representatives in charge, then, alternatively, it should be possible for 
kindred groups to arrange such representation. 

There can be no question about the sale in West Africa of a good few of Canadian 
manufactured products, in good quantities, and in fair quantities on many lines, 
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with the chance of adding to both classes by persistent endeavour in other lines. 
Co-operative representation might be arranged by all members subscribing a certain 
fee, the same amount for any ‘firm joining, and the amount to be determined by the 
number joining. Afterwards a commission could be paid in by all firms for whom 
business was placed. From this fund, all subscribers would be rebated ‘the whole, or 
at least a portion, of their subscription. 

Representation of this kind might go a step further, and aid the work of conserva- 
{ion within the Empire. Many of the raw materials as purchased in British West 
Africa, and other parts of the Empire, are used in Canada; yet the greater portion 
cf these are received from other sources of supply, or at least purchased through 
other avenues than British producers. Up to now, there may have been many good 
reasons for it, but citing one instance only, why should Canada import in one year 
2,081,000 gallons of palm oil from the United States, where there is no production of 
this article, and on the other hand so much is produced within the Empire? An 
organization along the lines suggested would be helpful to Canadian manufacturers 
in perhaps arranging for the purchase of their raw materials under more competitive 
conditions, which would mean a lower price and therefore added help in SaEorene 
overseas, as well as reducing the cost of production in Canada. 

The ideal way, of course, to purchase these tropical and other raw materials, 
would be through the medium of an established market or brokerage agency in (Canada; 
but in the meantime an organization along the lines suggested should be of great 
assistance to Canadian importers and indeed is almost a necessity for the successful 
marketing in overseas British, French and other colonies, as well as to general 
importers and the Crown Agents of the British Government who purchase all colonial 
requirements, and who are just as keen to give Canada an opportunity as the import- 
ing merchants and traders in these markets. 

The keystone of all suggestions is to show your samples, quote your prices, explain 
your packing, and do not fail to advise about your ability either to export as soon as 
orders are placed, or the length of time you require. For a general trade these, of 
course, must be backed up by some guarantee of regular shipping from Canada. 


NOTES ON THE TARIFFS OF WEST AFRICA 
By Wm. Giucurist, CHler, Foreign TARIFFS Division, CoMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE 
BRANCH 


The purpose of the following notes is to show in a general way what effect tariffs 
might have in the development of Canada’s export trade with certain British and 
French possessions in West Africa. To this end, an effort has been made to indicate 
the essential features of the import tariffs in effect in the various colonies, protec- 
torates, or territories under review. The information given has been gathered for 
the most part from official tariffs and the’ bulletins of the International Customs 
Tariffs Bureau. Note has also been taken of recent tariff changes as announced 
from time to time in government trade publications such as the British Board of 
Trades Journal. These additional sources of information have been drawn upon with 
a view to bringing this survey up to date. At the same time, it is well to remember 
that there may be other changes in West African tariffs about which no notice has 
been received. In a summary of this kind it is necessary to interpret many laws 
and regulations and present the information in a condensed form. There is the 
possibility, therefore, that in some instances statements may be made that would 
not agree with the official interpretation of the laws in question. On the whole, 
however, it is thought that these notes will convey a fairly accurate idea of import 
tariff conditions in the different colonies and protectorates dealt with. 
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Generally speaking, import duties in West Africa are moderate. The usual 
practice in the tariffs in question is to assign duties to comparatively limited lists 
of enumerated articles and to declare all other dutiable goods subject to a general 
ad valorem rate. It will be noted that all goods are not dutiable. In fact, exemp- 
tions frorn duty are considerable. The enumerated articles usually come under 
specific rates of duty. In the category of enumerated goods are usually included 
such articles as spirits, wines, tobaccos, matches, perfumes, salt, sugar, firearms and 
ammunition, and a few other commodities, which are taxed specially with a view to 
raising required revenue. Of much importance is the general ad valorem rate 
assigned to goods that are not otherwise specified in the tariffs. These general ad 
valorem rates, taking all the colonies into consideration, range from 74 per cent to 
25 per cent. There is no preferential tariff in the British colonies, but most of the 
French colonies give a tariff preference to imports of French origin. 


BRITISH COLONIES AND PROTECTORATES 


Nigeria.—Unless there has been some recent amendment to the tariff of Nigeria, 
a large number of articles would be exempt from duty on entering that colony. 
According to published tariffs, the Nigerian free list covers all goods not specified 
as dutiable. In the dutiable list, the following articles are subject to 124 per cent. 
ad valorem: earthenware; enamelware; furniture; hardware, including cutlery and 
all minor metal articles, domestic and kitchen utensils not otherwise provided for; 
hosiery and underclothing; thread and yarn; and wearing apparel. <A _ limited 
number of articles are subject to specific duties. Among these are: kerosene, 3d. 
per gallon; lead, 2d. per pound; soap, 8s. per cwt.; and umbrellas, 8d. each. 


Gold Coast.—A tariff ordinance went into effect in the Gold Coast Colony on 
January 22, 1921, revising the former schedule of import duties and making a few 
alterations in the free list. Under the new ordinance, the ad valorem duty on pro- 
visions, not enumerated in the tariff, is 124 per cent ad valorem, and on unenume- 
rated goods, other than provisions, 20 per cent ad valorem. From the list of goods 
with specified duties the following may be taken as of interest: cordage, 8s. per cwt.; 
flour, 2s. 6d. per 196 pounds; fish, salted’ and cured, 8s. per 100 pounds; lard, 8s. 
per 100 pounds; soap, other than toilet soap, 3s. per cwt.; and sugar, 6s. per 100 
pounds. The free list includes, among other things, agricultural and gardening 
appliances and implements; living animals, including poultry; structural materials 
for telegraphs, telephones, and electric lighting; corrugated galvanized iron sheets; 
beef and pork, pickled or salted; cranes and derricks; fresh fish; fresh fruit; harness 
and saddlery; iron brackets, screws, etc., when imported for roofing purposes; various 
kinds of machinery; fresh meat; railway material; pumps; and vehicles. 


Sierra Leone.——Sierra Leone has the highest rate of any of the British West 
African colonies for unenumerated goods, namely 25 per cent ad valorem. On 
July 18, 1921, the ad valorem rate on unenumerated goods imported into Sierra 
Leone was advanced from 20: per cent to 25 per cent ad valorem. Since April the 
tariff has been 20 per,cent ad valorem on passenger automobiles, engines, type- 
writers, sewing machines, and corrugated iron sheets, which were formerly free of 
duty. The duty on lumber was advanced in April from 10s. per 1,000 superficial 
feet to £1, and bags for use in exportation of West African produce, previously free 
ef duty, were made liable to a duty of 1d. each. The duty on sugar is 28s. per ewt. 
The following, among other things, appear in the free list: agricultural implements 
and tools, boats, coopers’ stores, fresh fish, fresh vegetables, fresh meat, fishing nets 
and gear machinery of various kinds, poultry, telegraph materials, and mining tools. 
There is also a short list of articles subject to specific duties. 
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Gambia.—With respect to Gambia, the following rates are taken from the Inter- 
national Customs Tariffs Bureau bulletin of January, 1920: boots and shoes, 10 per 
cent ad valorem; jewellery, 10 per cent ad valorem; motor cars, £5 each; motor cycles, 
including side cars, £1 each; unenumerated goods, 74 per cent ad valorem. The 
free list comprises, among other things: agricultural and gardening implements, 
fresh fish, fresh fruit, live stock, various kinds of machinery, fresh meat, sewing 
machines, fresh vegetables, and wire and iron fencing. Foods not mentioned in the 
free list were formerly dutiable at 5 per cent. ad valorem, but it was announced in 
February last that the free list had been enlarged to include all articles of food and 
drink except kola nuts. At the same time, the duty on cotton goods was advanced 
from 74 per cent to 10 per cent ad valorem. 


FRENCH WEST AFRICA 


According to an official tariff issued in May, 1919, French West Africa is 
divided into two zones with respect to the collection of import duties. One zone, 
comprising the territories of Senegal, Upper Senegal and Niger, French Guinea, 
and Mauritania, has a preferential tariff in favour of goods of French origin. The 
preference is provided by a surtax on goods of foreign origin. In the case of 
specific duties, this surtax is usually 334 per cent or 50 per cent of the ordinary 
duties, although it is occasionally 100 per cent or more. In the tariff of these 
colonies textiles are rather exhaustively enumerated, but otherwise the list of 
enumerated goods is comparatively short. There are certain exemptions from duty. 
The rate on dutiable goods, not enumerated, is 5 per cent ad valorem in the case of 
articles of French origin, with a surtax of 7 per cent ad valorem on goods of foreign 
origin. 

The other zone of French West Africa is made up of Ivory Cloast and Dahomey. 
These two colonies have a uniform tariff for all countries. The classification of 
goods is the same as for the colonies included in the first zone, but the rates of duty 
are not quite so high as the rates applicable to foreign goods in the tariff of the first- 
mentioned zone. On goods not enumerated or exempt from duty when imported into 
Ivory Coast or Dahomey the rate is 10 per cent ad valorem. 

In establishing the value for ad valorem duty purposes in French West Africa 
the value is fixed in accordance with an official table. If the goods are not included in 
the official list, the invoice price, increased by 25 per cent, is taken as the value on 
which duty is levied. 

A decree was issued on December 30, 1920, raising certain duties by the use of 
“coefficients of inerease.” The highest coefficient in use is 3. The rate of duty pre- 
scribed by the customs tariff is multiplied by the coefficient, the resulting total being 


the actual amount to be paid. jf 
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